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(At 0930 hours the Cotrrt r e-asse@bles pursuant 
to adjourlli~ent, the Sillnc President, members 
a nd Judge Advocate being present). 

(The a ccused a r e agaiE brought before the Court) . 

CAPTAIN FIELDEN: I would like to draw the attention of the Court to a typing 
error in the transcript of yesterday' s evidence. It is on page 2, about 
a third of the limy from the bot t o@. The; ques tion wa s : "Wa s that the 19th 
Ir,tfantry Regii'llcmt a nd did you stay \"ii th that unit until October, 1945" . 
That should r ead, "until Octobe r , 1935" . 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes , I have that in my noto , "October, 1935 11
• 

'l'lill ACCUSED, ViJLD"ZI.H DORR is recalled on his 
fonner oath a nd the eXQlni na tion by CAPrAIN 
CORBALLY is continued a s folloyvs : 

Q Ca:n you r eL,enber the date on i1hich the LlD..rch of the transport fro@ Klein 
Bodungon s t art ed? A Yes , on t he 5th April. 

Q How uany prisoner s were in the col1..U:m ? , 
1~ 610. 

Q How do you knO"li' that exa ct nur.1ber ? ;~ In thv Lloming Yfe had a roll call 
a nd 'ife counted thu prisoncrs bef or e uarching off . 

Q How f a r did you Lllrch on the firs t day? A To Osterodc. 

Q When you r eached Os terode, Yfha t arrn.nge;.1ents were LlD..de for the prisoners to 
caup dO"lNn for the night ? A Ik.uptscharfuhrer Stofel a nd r.1Yself -"w YfCnt 
ther e , before a nd spolce vrith the l agerfuhre r of the Ostcrodo car.1p , and he 
proE1ised us to prepa.r e a f ew barra cks f or our prisoners . 

Q And did the prisoners pass the first night in those barracks which you 
prepared? A Yes . 

Q Was your pa rty of 610 joined by a ny other prisoners during that day or 
during the first night ? iI. No . 

Q NOYf it has b een s aid that S01:18 Elen j oined your party on tha t first night amd 
that you t ook thes e nen v/ho j oined the party into a stable in Osterode and 
tr..at you shot then. Is t Int true ? A No. 

Q During t hn. t first day ' s uarch, YfCre there a ny of the colur.m Yfho 'were unab l e t o 
keep up ., n. th the colu:ln ? A I do not knovf. 

Q Wer e ther e a ny ;.1ell sho t in Ostc r oclc a t a ll? A No • 

• Q Wha t happened the next Dorning ? 
continued t o uarch to Secs en. 

A On the next Lloming the prisone:es 

Q Did you go vri t h theu ? A No. 

Q What did you do ? A I stayed on in Osterode a nd "lifai t ed for Stof e l . 

Q' DiU. you rc!:ain by yours elf or Vie r c t here SOL1C people there ? 
Kraft _ s t ay eu. vn th DC and h ID S. S. YfOl len. 

A Stuxnbann 

Q Viha t happened when Stofel a rrived in Osteroc1e ? 
food on the truclc a nd thcn -'-lC drove t o Seusen. 

Q And did you a ll spend the night in S8csen ? 

A .Wo continued t o load 

A Yes . 

Q Vim t happencu. on the next day ? 1. We continued our Lurch to Salzgci ttcr. 
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Q When y ou were in Sa l zgei tter co.n you s o.y if the., col uun of prisoners vV8.S s till 
610 strong? A Ye s . 

Q Hov, C8.n you s o.y thn t ? A Bt:.:C:.lUse it wo. s inpossibl e that s OL1ebody should 
ha ve escape d during the Qo.y. 

Q You s~)cnt the night in So.lzgei tter. Uha t happened the follmnng' Dor ning ? 
A On the next :.lorning we s t o.rtc d co clis tribute f ood. Then wc sa'\li th:'1. t the 
l ageriJ,ltester ',re.S Di ss ing , then Y{c helQ a roll c iJ,ll and notice that f our 
o thers , o.ltog0the r five , \le r e Di ss ing , a ll Gen1'.ln prisoners in SOLle pos i t i on 
of authori t y . Thos e five h'.lcl b een seen the night before. 

Q Then clid the c ol 1.1.1:1 DiJ,rch off ?, 11. Y c s , t o Rudinc;cn. 

Q Was Rudingen the p l o.c e v'ihere you spent the next night ? A Yes. 

Q Where did the next d:W ' s ;:.u rch t a k e y ou t o ? A To Ohof . 

And thc next c1..'1.y '? To Gros s h ehle n. 

Q Who. t ,'ms the a pproxiLu t e dis t a ncc of ea ch (by ' s i.nrch ? A B otymen 25 
or 30 kilonetres p er d.n.y; S0L1e tjj.1u3 r.UXll.1UD 35 kiloDGtres . 

Q Who. t sort uf f ood wero . the p riso ne r s getting during this uarch ? A In the 
DominG they co t their :.1a rchin[\ r a tions , 500 gr fuJLleS of bread, then cheese or 
sausages or L1.D..rgarine , just y,ha t ove r Yla S [t vailable , or SODetjj:lCs tins of Llca t < 

Q What about tho eveni ng ? A In thc eveniI18 they had eithcr a ho t [leo.l, fo r 
inst ance soup, or thoy sot bre3.d [L ~;l.in. 

::.J' v{ere thcre any strCl[,;V-crs , people \'ho could no t ke ep up 'iliththe col unTI- ? ,:: 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 

A j If 's oLlcbody ha d s or e feet , thcn uurin2: t he Qo.y he vf'cJ.s put on 0. ho.ndcart 
which the p risone rs ho.d 1,7i th thei.!, 'm cl t h e next c'lr'.lY he wa s put into the 
r a tion truck whe re the: r o. tions wer u c ::trried. 

Ca n you say on Yfhich d.'W you sto.rt (;(~ setting p eople vfhos e feet WGre t oo bo.d 
to waDe? A On the third Or ~ourth (b y . 

Were you yours elf 'Ji th the c olUl.ill t he whol e · th.le during the (4'i.y ? 
H Not ah,rn.:rs . 

HOYf often, a nd f or wh3.t r eas on Quri ' 18 the clay diJ y ou l oave the col uun ? 
;~ HOYf of t en I canno t s a y , nnd the: rca~ons a r e I tried t o s e e wh( t her t hcre 
is SODe ,;ra tcr. I hQ~":. SOLle c onver s .,-tions '\'ii th ci vilio.ns about hOYf t he 'wa r is 
Ge ttin::r on uncl where the front line is .<:tn(} s o on. 

When you Vfent a head of the column i'or those r easons , did you 'go by yourself ? 
A No , together .nth Hauptscharfuhre r Stof e l . 

When you wer e with t o.e column, marching vvi th tpem, YfaS Stofel vii th you t oo ? 
A Yes . 

Now I want to come to the tlluC you a rrive d a t Grosshehlc n. What happened 
there? A Wc. attive d on the 10 th April , about 1800 hoUr~ , :in Grosshehlen. 
Ther e ,vas a big barn -imere the prico ners -we r e. acconmodated arid"we were jus t 
go i ng to distribute the rations a nd the n suddenly an off icer of that fi e ld 
force which "ms sta tioneR- the re arrive d a nd had a conversa tion wi th i . 

Hauptscharfuhrer Stofe l . rrhis affic", r ga ve orders that as this area is . 
fighting area we should go ' o..Y/o.y a t once ; Ho.uptscharfuhrcr S tofel saidtha t 
'ive could not do this b e ca us e: wc "iOre just distributing rations a nd ,the , . 

. priponcrs 'wcre tired a nd anyway , wc do not knoyv our way about h ero , buten.rl y 
next morning we should Oot.timie our ll13.rch~ 'Then the of~,icer :<font away. 

Q Did you in i'D-ct spend the ni&ht in Grosshehlcn ? A No. Thi s officer 
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came again a nd insis ted upon our going avlay . S torel said that he must 
decline ev(;ry respoESibility. Then I bel i eve Stofel was ca lled to the 
Comnandant a nd a fterya-rds anofficor Ylith about 25 or 30 soldiers, arrived 
a t the place. They started to c~s c the prisonQrs : out of the barn a nd 
sturted shooting into ths; air a nd cmsing them a,lqy. 

Q ,Wer e you there when this mppencd, ? A Yes . 

Q What exactly happened t o the prisoners then ? A They YfCrC chased aVf!:1Y .. 

", f ' 

Q Wher e did they go t o ? A They wore cha s ed in the direction of the main 
road ,opposite of Cello , a nd this officer corJfDanding this compuny of 25 or 30 
crune on his bicycle und when h e se.,{ t h.'l. t I ha d a b icycle as well he t ook me 
wi th him and YW vfCnt to , a n aerOdrO!lle. 

Q And wha t m ppcn(;d then ? A 'rhon Vlc f ound El. forme r P. O. W. car.1p n.nd '\fC 
got a key a nd opened that car,.p. ':Chen on our bicyclqs wo r ode back towards 
the column, but wc h eard ' the whole tir;1e s hooting u nd then we found the column 
in the neighbourhood of u hous e nea r n. v{ood. 

Q And vha t did you do the n ? 
continued ,to thi s n.er odrome . 

A Then YiO 'imi t ed until everybody n.rri ved a nd 

Q Did you spe nd the riisht in the a er odroue ? A Yes . 

Q And on the next day ? A The n.Jxt morning \1e stQrted t o r.nreh t owards 
Bergen. 

Q When y ou n.r ri ve d n. t Bcrgen, v{m t ha~)pcned then ? ,A When VYC arri vod 
Stofol told r.le t o try a nd get Hoe:;;~ ler s o thut h c can r eport to him a I\d 
r eport th6 prisoners. I could not fihdhil.:l' althou~I Went ' about. tl10 ,\vhole 
cam.p~'~ " Wh0n I r eturned: St6f,€)3. had n.J:r eady conta'Ct vrith ' bhc ' offH:e ' aml' ' 
re1?0~{Ja ,the prisoncr:S the r o. ' '" ., :: ,_ , ' 'j 

Q Yciu ·&;ay you uf.riVed in Bargen; 
Ber gen you , 8eo.n you urri ved '? 

Q Did you find Hoesslcr ? 
e,., i • • • ' 

"Co.h you i tell the tJ.0urt exo.ctly vofhere in 
A At the Wohn~cht training bo. rrn.cks . 

A No. 

Q What ho.p]?ened then to the prisoner ;3 ? A They wer e distributed in a 
block,- I ,believc b l ock'; 90, but I do no t "know which bl-ock , it 'wae .~ 

.~.J. " #' ~ :L , ' 

Q Do ':you know hovv"lJany prisoners you had , in thb colut1~ "v/hen you '081>16 to', the , 
Tru,Ppcnubungspl6. tz in Hergen ? A' Lu t er on I heard o.b out 1 , 500. 

THE .wIDE 11:£)VOCATE: '~fha t a.id you o.sk l1il:l ? ,.' 

" j 

CAPTAIN C;ORBMJ'F.Y : '1 'think thore ha s b lJ0n 0. ni'surtc1crst;,md j ' I 'will cloa.r' 'it \1.];> . " 

(Tb the vii tnoss)-: ' I 'rJ.can in your m m colurm· f'roLl . Kle in Bodungen. 
A , 590. Who. t I LlGunt by that 1500 "iJO. S Cl geno:ro.l nubbc r in the CD..i,1p. 

, , . _'. ~"_ t' .' 

Q HaYl ' d:~ y'Ouknbw tho. t :t1ur.1bc r , ? 
over, a roll co.ll wn,s helq.. · · , 

A Bcco.use vthe n the pri~ollcrs wore "takcn 

Q Wore you thcr(; ,J'hen the roll call wn.s ['lacle ? A Yos. " 
. " .' ,.... ~ :.' to 0 

Q .Arc 'You'quitc sure it wa s 590 ? A Yes . · 
, ' 

Q NayI' I wa !?-t 'you' t o' l ook a t the deposition of , GTohwann f on pago 27 . I 
, ' 1,. ~Y es. 

L 

Q In pai'agrd.ph 3 Grohr.nnn says: ,thn.·f 650prison~rs 'of ~.1?-xod ID t 'ion.'1.*:i..,tiGS ,set' ,:, 
out , tc, tn,rch tc' B clson~ · Is tlht correct? " A NeY,' ' '\70 had never 650~ 

," . ~ 

, , 

Q Hc so.~s also in ,pa r qgraph 3 thut you uarcpocl throug!l ' 1;Ierzberg' .-,Brauns.chweg, 

~ 
I 
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Peine and Celle. Is t hat correct? A We Clid not go t o P eine. 

Q Then paragraph 4- a nd 5. He says that on the first night and the next r.1orning 
you shot six Don yrho had escaped fror,l a party of prisoners from Nordhausen. 
Is that correct? A No. First , we had no pr:Lsoners COIllng fror,l 
Nordhausen a nd second, in the camp in Osterode chere were no stables . 

Q He says in paragraph 6 that from t hen on you shot all stragglers , a nybody 
who could not vmlk, could not keep up , you shot , a nd t hat . you shot a t l east 
46. Is that CO:rTcct ? A No, because he says, for instance, that that 
happened in the f irst two cW.ys ~ I have not been with them a t a ll on the 
firs t two clays , a nd anyway all that i s a lie. 

Q Will you now turn to the stata~ent of Adolf Linz, page 93A ? A yes . 

Q Adolf Linz says th.'1. t you shot 13 or 14 pri soners only because they had bad 
f eet or were sufferi ng froLl other ill soases and could not carry on. Is that 
right ? A It is not true. 

Q How long was t he colULll1 of 610 prisoners ? A I t was a rather l engthy 
col'W!U1; I shoulcl think 250 111(;tres , per h?-ps, or 300 metres. 

Q Now 'Would you l ook a t the deposition of Ernst Poppner, Nos. 257 a nd 258. 
Firstly, in paragraph 2, Popp ner says there Ire re 613 prisoners. 
A No , ther e vrere 610. 

Q He says t hat you cover ed 51 kilometres on the f irst day; is that right? 
A No. On the first day "7e LJar ched about 35 t o 4D kilometres. 

Q When you left .Klein Bodungen, did yeu know where you were going ? 
A To Herzb cr g. 

Q And beyond Herzber g did you knOYI ? A 1;n Hcrzberg we should hav~ ''boarded 
a train;: rurn.Our said to NeuengaL'lIne , but the s t a tion was des tro~ed so· we 
continued t o Ostorode. 

Q Now in p~graph 8 Poppner says you s hot scr~ebody in Osterode , but you dealt 
' with that. He a lso says that in a vrood near Sa lzgeitte r you and thre e . other 
men took two prisoners into a wDod an(l shot thcra; is tho. t rigb.t ? 
A ·No. 

Q Do you knovy the three ['len who were supposed to have been with you, Berling, 
Z:iJ1T!.lennan and Liebholdt ? A -Ios , I kl10Yv those three, b ut they ,yere 
pri s oners. 

Q Did thos e three or any one of theD ~;hoot people on Jche road ? 
wore prisoner s ; they had :no weaporu:; . 

Q Now did you yourself shoot Qny of tho prisoners ? A No • 

A- No , they 

. Q Did you seo a nybody el se shooti ng artY of the prisoners on the road? 
A No. 

Q How do you account for the 20 prisoners who you say you l os t between Klcin 
Bodungen and Belsen ? A Five , a s I sai d before, escaped in Salzgeitter, 
I mentioned them before. As ' I heard. :f"foD b l oclmltester Kahnert , four or 
five had been sho t in Grosshehlen in t hat incident, a nd :the others I 
unders·t and cs-caped i n Grosshehlen. 

ciAPTAIN CORBALLY : That concludes my cXLl:U1i:na tion. 

IVU:"JOR WINWOOD: No questions. 

, 
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Oross-e:x:;:.triuned by IvUtJOR MUNRO. 

Q I have one question on behalf of t h e accused ' Hoessler. lu-:1 'I correct in 
und~rst~nd from your evidence that 'vvhen Stofel reported his arrival to the 
off1ce 1n the Wel~uacht barracks you were not vdth hUll '? A" Not vmen he 
reported t heril" but , during the roll call I was present. 

MAJOR CRANl!'IELD: Nd questions. 

CIu'TAIN ROBERTS : No questions . 

C.L\PTA1N BROWN: No questions. 

C~U'TAIN FIELDEN: No questions . 

CAPTAIN NEAvE; I have no ques tions and CQp tain JPhillips has nonw. 

LIEUT. ,BOYD: No questions. 

CliPTAIN MUNRO: No questions. 

LIEUT. JEDRZEJOvITCZ: . No questions . 

C,ross-e:x:amined by COLONEL BACKHOUSE. 

Q You sas that' you volunteer ed f or the Axmy, but could not get . in ? A Yes~ 

Q Why could you not get in ? A Everything v~ r;; full up.. . 

Q But in1940 was not the S.S. supposed to be the elite of the 'whole outfit? 
A Not in 1940 any more. Then the S.S. was under the comri18.nd of the ' Weh.:n:Jacht. 

Q Did you not have any conscription i n GeTh18.ny in December of 1940 ? 
a nd t rnyseli' I was conscripte d. 

A Yes , 

Q When were you conscriptod ? A I should have been conscripted in the 
Spring of 1941 for this Gennan ar1)cits~enst, R.A.D." but by voluntceril1-B 
already in 1940 I saved six months of this a.tbeitsdienst. 

Q Of cou~e, t he S. S. was better pa i l} then the Army, was it not ? 
pay was equ.al in the S. S. Qnd in t he An-ay. 

A No , the 

Q 

Q 

When ' you went . to Ora nienburg in 1941 , what did you go there for ? 
A I belonged to t he fi el d troops ~ but then I 'Was s'ent t p a hospital a.nd then 
the doctors deoided that I · am not fit for front duties and ther efor e I 'i:an " 
s tmt fron Dresden to Oranienburg. 

,+hat is not quite vll"Jat I r,leant. vmen you got t o Ora n:lenburg what did you 
dO '7 A. It is an abbrevi a tion U. V.D. which means Unterftilirer. Vom Dienst, . 
a sort of orderly rcsp'onsible f or accor,liiloJa tion a nd for huts - an orderly ' 
corporal. 

Q Oranienburg was one of the biggest concentr a:tion camps in GQn-,18.n;1J was not 
it ,? A. I do not know. 

Q And prisoners were treated jus t as baru,y if not worse ther e than in 
Auschwitz , Be l sen, or ' Dora, were not they? A. I do not kno~; . I had 
nothing t o clD with the CE'Ihp. I belun2,ec1 to the t roops. 

, , 

Q You were ther e from 1941 unt;i.l J anuary 1941+ were you not ? A. yes. 

Q You t a lk about t he tro0PS; wha:b . you really mean a r e the SS me!lguarding the . ' . 
ca8p , .do no t you? A. Yes . 
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Q I put it t o you you were cE1ployed in tha t cru~lP throughout that period ? 
A. ' I f it vvere so , I ,mule. rot need. to deny ~ t. 

Q I n J anuary 19~:4 you went to DC'ra , did you no t ? A: Yes. 
I 

Q ,Vfua t vm.s your er.1pl oyracnt a t Dam. ? 
had anything te do with prisoners . 

\. block fu..'1rer . 

A. That "lifaS the first tirile when I 
I ViaS there trained to become a 

Q Who trd.inc(l you? A. Those b lock fuhrcrs who were a lready there before. 
They told me all ab,out the service , dutics , ,and how to do them. 

Q The trea~nent of prisoners in Dorn ~as the srutie type of thing as that at 
Belsen a nd: Ausch'wi t 'z , wa s it not? A. No. 

Q The usual beatings were going on all the tine , were they not? A. That 
was prohibited in :JOr-cl becausl) that was a labour caap. 

Q You heard the a ffic.avit's rcacl~ did you. not , thc affi davit of Sulirila (No.151 ) 
and t he affidavit cf Promsky (No.1 91) - - - -

CAPT. OORBALLY: This accused will not have those a f f idavits because they (10 
not concern hisi!. Me ~lD.S br"en f urnished with the affidavits in Gorr,1_'1.n ym.ich 
concern h:lln. 

COL. BA01<JIOUSE : I Vlill :;mt it t o hin gener a lly. (To the vritnoss) I put it to 
you tha t thii3 OIll':lP Via a like a ll the others; you had peopl e regularly (lying 
of a combination of ovcY"<vork and underfeeding ? A. Not duri ng the period 
when I was t here . 

Q Then you went to Kle in-30dungen ? A. Yes • 

Q You had been such a n ap-:; pupil a t Dora tha t you b e CQ111e s econd in com;mnd 
to Stofel, did you not ~ A. I do hot k..TJ.OW 'what you )!lean by a good pupul. 
I cannot understa nd tha~ . 

Q Well" you told us that you went t o learn your job a t Dora; is not it t~e 
th.i t you l earned it to such purposc t hat you beCalile second i n coramand to 
Stofel? A. I had no iclea when I arrived at Dora about' prisoners. I 
did not knmv anythi ng about t heu. I 'was told when prisoner s DIlr ched out 
to t ake their numbers and I ha d to t ake the strength, and vvhen they car,le 
back to check then. All that was New t o DC. I did not know anything. 

Q What was your rank when you l ef t Oranien.:'J:)urg ? A. Unterschar£'uhrer. 

Q You say you l eft Kle in- Bodungr.m, on the 5th April ? A. Yes , we 'left 
Klei n-Bodungcn on the 5th. 

~ 

Q Shortly before tha t in March do you reneL1ber catching any prisoners in t he 
potato c0lL."I.r ? A~ No. 

Q Did not you ca toh two prisoner3 hiding in the potat o .. - .. - - -

GAYf. CORP.>,ALLYi I wish t o ob ject t o this line of cross-- exar.uIk"l.tion. The 
court have alreacl.,Y ruled tl1a t t hey would l\j()t listen to this evi dence when 
it .vas proposed to put it in n .. s part of the prosecution! s case. I do not 
s ce any reason why t he prosecu<;ion should be 0-11owed to cross- eXa.I!J.i hq 
Yritnesses on it when they a r c ::'nthe box. It is a rno,s t unusual thing for 
a prisoner giving evidence on Lis ovm behalf to be asked it' he has 
con~u ttcd' another o:C'fenec sor.lc·,"fhcre e lse. It is only done when character 
is specificall y put in issue~ It is when h e is giviIl£ Bvidenc e of good 
clk'Ll'actor either loy h'ir,lsclf or through sODoboay else tha t t he prosecutor 
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is a llowed to Cc'lll eyidence \ of previous convictions or of his having 
cOi.:Gitted an offence sOLlcwhere el so in order to llisprove a ;eriraa fac~ 
ca se. This has not been <lone ancl I subJ.:ri t tha t cross- exarllnn tion as to 
other offences should not be a llowed if it pr e judicea t he accused before 
t he court. 

THE JUIX;-E ADVOCATE : Sir, wc hac1 a l l this argw:wnt before , anq. I think you 
decided in criliiTk'll l av{ it is i. . well knovvn tha t i s the proseelltion were 
a tteiT,pting to prove' a systcr.tatie course of conduct on t~1e part of an 
a eeus c<l they were .::tllowed t o do so , provided there ,vas 'sOl:1e offence of 
the k ind befor e the court. As I w1derstand the prosecutor, he is now 
( for · ,vhat it :'s worth because he woulu. have to t a ke t he answers of the 
witness) putting to Dorr that he \IaS systerilatically behaving in the way 
which is the allegation agai ns t a ll the a ccus ed before the court. I 
shoulc1 have thoUf.',ht it Vf3.S ri[)lt fo r the accused to be cross-exainined but ,-

. I 

of course, the prosecutor 11Ust t ake hi s a nswers , a nd if he denie s t hem, 
t hen trlD. t i s t he end of it. 

COL. BACKHOUSE: At t he tir,le ' the objection wa s taken t o the a ffidavit it was 
t aken on the grow1d tha t I h3.d not proved that ]))rr vvas a t Bel sen, ,a nd 
becl:1.use of th..at I did not dea:i;re t o make use of t hat evidence . Now .t hat 

' it i s acl:.ri. tted he did {],o there w:L th this transport, I t hink I aLl entitled 
t o put it in an<1 , if necessar y , t o put in the r enainder of the affidavit. 

(The Court confer) 

THE PRESIDENT : Ver y well, Colonel Bilckhouse. 

-
COL. Bl~CKHOUSE : (To the vatness) Vltut I a;:l putting t o you .is t h."tt you found 

t wo prisoners hiding in the potn. t o cellar a nd t hat you ordered three 
other prisoners to beat theTn a nd they did beat theD until they died? 
A. No; the whole t hing is pure fantasy, because f irstly the :pot a t o cellar 
was a l ways l ocked; secondly, I CID not see ill1Y reason why two prisoners. 
should hide in the pot a to cellilr ; t hen I cannot unclerstand why I should 
give an ordorto three prisoners to beat them a nd t o a llow the f ourtn t o 
stand t here n.nd look 'a t it. 

Q Taking that ~y 8tages , first of a ll there was a po t a t o c ella r; VffiS there ? 
A. Yes . 

a' 
Q Why W'd.S it ke:9t locked ? A. Tb.ere was/8118.11 working paJiliy ... :\1orking in 

this cellar, b ut even (luring the t i me of work the c ello.r was a lways 
l ocked. Stun:ilia nn Kraft had the l:ey of this cellar. 

Q Tha t is no a nswer to what I asked you. I asked you why was it kept 
l ocked? A. S.) tho.t the prisoners Sh9uld not s t eal potat oes or turnips 
or who.t ever ,vas' there. 

Q Is 'Dot ~ very good reason vvhy tvlO l,)tisoner s should hide i.YJ. t he potato 
cella.;r beca us e t hey Vlere trying to steal potatoes or turnips which were 
kept there ? A. How should t hey get in. 

, 
Q As for letting other prisoners bea t them, it heCaJ,le t he cann:'10n pr a ctice 

of \ the SS to 1'13,ke the other prisoners, beat then rather than do it thcm
swes , did it not? A. I n our Co.E1P the r e was no bea ting a nd I c ould not 
say a nd would not knovr WJ:1Y prisoners should I1D..ve been beaten. 

Q I suppose you never saw any beating a t all by a ny SS or Capos a t any 
time? A. · No. 

Q Or a ny shooti ngs either? 
~hots. 

A. I uid not see a ny shooting but I heard 

8. 

www.bergenbelsen.co.uk



----~ .. ... _0 '-- " -.. .. --"' -

" 

" Q But that , of course , you mean was by the Field. Force and ri£tne of the 
concentration camp guards? A. I have never been in a concentration camp 
except in Belsen , because Dora was a labour camp . 

Q . Of cours e, Belsen was no t a concentra tion camp either, was it? A. Yes , I 
he~ sor0.e thing like that, that it had Deen a concentration camp , but it 
was perhaps a convalescent . home - I do not know~ 

Q We wil l not call Dora a concentration cm0.p if you prefer it - but it was 
full of prisone r s who were kept the r e and E18..de to work, was not it ? 
A. Yes • 

. 
Q Vfuen it was being evacuated you took it. for gr a nted the prisoners would be 

going e i t he r to t h e concentration ccuap a t Neuenga.mme or at Belson, did not 
you ? A. Yes . 

Q Is not it rather silly to pret end that. you did not lmow Dom was a 
concentration camp? A. N.o , . it was a l abour· camp • .. 

Q Ausohwitz 'Was a le.bour oru~ with "Labovr mak es free fl written a cross the 
. gate1 Wo.s it not? A.I do not know. 

.·t.·· ... ••··· r ·- • 

Q Tell , us about this f irst day when you smrted to march out from ])ora; what 
time did you s t a rt in the morning? A. 0700 hours or 0730 • . 

Q Do you r e.illember this man Ernst Poppner? A. No;:r: have never heard that 
nm~e b efore until her e ,~en I h eard about it. 

Q Had ' you very LnnyGe~prisoners a t Klein-Bodunge~ ? .A. 30 to 50. 

Q Did not you get t o know thonl fair]y well ? A. No. 

Q You knew Belilling, did no t y ou? A. Yes , h e vas a c apo. I knew the 
ca pos; we had only about 10 or 15. 

Q And you knew Zimme:man, did not you. ? 
shoemaker's shop. 

A. Yes , h e was work:inQ,in thA . 

Q And' Liebholdt ? A. Yes', h e vvas a canp co.rpenter. 

Q Is it right that Berling was a fl18..n of about 36 , short, and heavily t\lilt ? 
A. This man was taller than I and lar ger in the shoulder s than I. 

Q Did he wea r a brassard. with Capo 'wri t ten on it? 
ha d such an armlet. 

A. Yes, oo.oh Capo 

Q Was Zimmerman a w~n of about 30 ? ~\.. I do no t lalOW·. , 

Q Did he wea-,:o a green tri::lngle on his breast? A. I do not know;, 

.. \ 

Q .What would it mean if he hD.d a green trial1.l?';i.e on his breast? 
a s I know a professional criminal Who was punished bef'ore. 

A. . As far 

Q Was LiebbDldt a mi:m of about 30 ? A; They were a ll o.bout 25 t o ¥> 6Z:\~. 

Q Was he a professional .cycle racer do you know ? A. I do not l~w. 

Q All three of them were 'what you would call functionaries in the caup ? 
A. The firs t, Berling, was a capo; the second wa s a shoemaker a na. the 
third was a ca rpenter. I 

Q Most of the men ~vere woodenologs , did. not they? 
with some leather. on them. 

4. · Yes , wooden clC€:9 

\ 

\ 

\ 
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Q It i s fairly clear that Mr .. Poppner. Bust have been in the party, is not it, 
frcm the description-he ms given up to noY{? A. I should think so, yes . 

~ When t~s colufim set off did you actually set off with it? .A.. I drove 
with -Stofel together on a' motor-cyc1e towards Herzberg. We went a s the 
advance party. 

Q When you got to Herzberg you have t old us that the station was not fit for 
use. Where did you go to then? A. We continued our journey on a motor
cycle, Stofel and I, to Osterode t o see t hat the prisoners should be 
acconIw.<)da t ed during the night • 

. Q Vlho wa~ the l agerfuhrer there ? A. Hauptscharfuhrer Betz •. 

Q V{as he still ther e whe n you go t there ? A. Yes. 

Q Did not you know that the camp go t orders t o march out the SMue tll~e as 
your oym?' A. Yes , I know that a.nd he tried to ge t on the train, but he 
saw tha t it vvas impossible and on t he next Ll0rning he left an hour or two 
after we l eft. 

Q You 101ow, it was possible t o get on the .train in the earlier part of that 
day, was not it? A. On the 5th or 6th? 

; 

Q On the 5th. A. We s tarted out only on the 5th at about 0700 hours . 

Q I am not talking a.bout you. 
was evacuated tn'). t a:lY. A. 

I am talking about the Car.:lp at osterode which 
I do not 1010W. 

Q ThG earlier transports from Dora got through on the train a ll right, did 
not they? It was only the l a ter one s that could not? A. I do not know. 

Q After you had seen about the accomr.lodation, Yvherevcr it may bave been, 
what did you and Stofe1 do then? A.. We drove back on oUr Dotor-cycle 
but there was an air-raid and our notor-cycle ym.s destroyed. So wc go t a ' 
lift in another ca r and drove into Herzberg, and there we.s again sor,le sort 
of delayed bomb and we wore thrown ayvay about three or fo~ yards. 

Q When you got t o Herzberg did you vmit there for the colill,lllto arrive? 
A. Yes, the colw!lll arrived just a littlc bi~ later. 

Q What did you do when the col umn arrived? A. We waited f or a Eloment and 
,just then the truck with the rations a rrived. So I Y{ent with the truck 
t o Osterode and unloaded the rations a nd the truck went back again with 
Stofel vvho continued to Klein-Bodungen to fetch some more r ations • 

. 
Q You wer e l eft a t Osterode waiting for the coluin1; is that, right? A. Yes. 

Q As a matter of 'f a ct, that c olur.lll h:.'ld b een j oined by two i.len who had 
escaped froD Norclli.ausen, had it not? .A. No. 

Q And ther e wer e two men being pulled on a handcart , vvcre nOt there, whC) had 
not managed t o keep going on this 4D kilometres in wooden clogs? A. I do 

Q 

not know. ' 

Of course , you could not put'~thct1 on the ration truck to take th~-:l as you 
say you usually did because the ration truck bad gone away and stofel bad 
got it, had not he ? A. If anybody would haVG had sore feet it is 
quite impossib le that I would not have seen it, and the truck with rat:l.ons 
went fror.l Herzberg to .. ·Osterode. and at that time the co1uinIl had reached 
already Herzber g. • 
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Q Is Yfho. t you a r c r oally so.yi ne this , tho.t nobody had Go t sor e f ee t when 
they got t o Her zbcr g or Ostcr ode ? A. Vfh e ther between Herzborg a nd 
Oster ode two prisone r s 'we r e brou~~ht i n D. bD.ndeart, I do not ImoW. 

Q A'!J:Y"yay , ther e vm.s no ration l orry a va ilo.b l e the next noming when they 
Enrohed off t o ca rry then , W'D.S t hor o ? A. Nobody r epor t ed to De tha t 
he I~~d sor e f eet . 

Q .1 put it t o you tha t on tho.t night , the 5 th April , you shot t he two Den 
who had es caped froD Nordho.us cn ? A. Firstly, how should the s e two 
prisoners frof.l Nordhausen o.~Jpear quite s uddenly? Sec ondly, it 'wa s 
quite l a t e when wc a rrived on that f i r s t ni sht a nd the witne s s s ays 
thor e YJaS s one barn or sO!~1ethins t here outs i de of Os t er ode a nd a ll that 
i s not true . 

Q The l}ext uorninc; I SU8!3es t you sho t o.t l eas t three Dor e nen, that you 
rJade t hen kneel dovm !1nd you shot t wo of then in the back of tho neck 
first , and t he other ono tried. t o run aY{rl.y and you s hot hiD t oo ? 
A. I say t hn. t i s not true . 

Q Have you hear d t he oX".1.Jr os:;>ion "Nockschuss" ? 
but I m'\. vc neve r s een it . 

A. I know t hat exprossi';n 

Q 'ifha t does it Dean? 
heo.d. 

A. I i DL1.c i ne tha t is 0. 's hot in the , back of the 

Q Tho.t is 0. popu1.<;, r SS yvn.y of c1ispos i nL; of poop1e , is it not? A. No; 
tha t 'iJaS s trictly pr ohibi t ec1. 

Q Who pr ohib i ted it ? A. Rei chfuhr e r Hi Dn1er . 

Q Why did ho have t o prohib it' it ? 
on how t o trco. t prisoners. 

A. Th':l. t 'v'iaS a goner o.1 instruction 

Q A Sliccia 1' ins tructi o n t ho.t y'Ou l~1Ust ne 10ncer s hoe t theLi in the back of 
t he neck? A. M"v i ns tructions vvh i ch I r ec e i ved about b OYf t o t rea't 
prisoner s Yfe'ro t tlO f o110Yling : Ben.ting :mQ ill -treating ig pr ohib i fed. 
If sODeboCiy t r i es t o escape D.ncl i s s hot t hen you. l eave t he body l y ing 
t her e Wlti1 t he Gos t apo o.r rives :m<1na)ws SODe , cnquiric s a n(). t ake s 
phot ogr aph s . 

Q -ii'ho. t I aD a s king you about i s thi s De t hod of shootinG peopl e , cn.llod' t he 
"Necks chus s It . Was not that t he nethod ot' Do.ki ng a Dn.n kneel do,m 'a nd 
shootins hL i n t he b ::.'\.ck of the neck? A. Quite il:J.pos sib 1e . 

Q I s ussest t o- you tha t thllt -is wh1.t you cUd to these Don t~hn.t c1D.y ? 
1:1. l' an only s orry that t he vjtnossos a r e no t her e. 

Q 1: suggost 'to you tha t froD then on when a nbody' began to strc.~gGle you took 
hill on one sia,G ,.:".nd you shot hi n ? A. Such things do not r~happen. 

Q And t ha t you er:rpl oyod. Bcr1i ns , Z:UJuerrJan and Liabhol d t a s esco~ts ,yhen you 
t ook those peopl e awny? A. ' No ; t In t is no t true . 

Q Do you r e:-:1euber another ,Gen:nn prisoner call ed Adru:1 Mocke ? 

" 

, , 
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Q Do you know Yiha t lie says? You have rea d his o.ffidavi t, nULlbor 259,. J1C-

says ' too t he has reo.d the a ffido. vi t of ,Poppncr o.nd can so.y froD his mm 

knowledge t ho.'t. t ~yOOt Poppner says is true, because he .{a s there a s well., 

A. Then I cannot understand why nobody of those' people who did ,arrive in 

Belsen Cm.lO a nd reported: "This LlD.n ha s sho t so Dany people". On the 

contrary Yvhon wc ,yer e o.lreudy the prison ers of the Bri tish troops the sm:ie 

, peopl b c "Je o.nd brouSht us f ood. a nd c i go.rettos . 

Q Poppnor a ncl Mocke we r e botr GeIT.U DS , ViCre thoy not' ? They wore not any of 

the people whon your defendins offic er s have b ee n to.kine; eXCClJtion to. 

A. '. Ther e wa s no c.1iffcrence oI.1on2:st pri onox:s whether Gornan, F61ish or 

Russian. They 'wor e a ll treated in the SDDe VlaY. 

,Q ,SoLle of tho c.lef ending officers ha ve b oen suggesting tba t S OD O, of the s e; 

storie s t old B;bout pers ons in the dock have been nade up by e ither the · 

Poles or the J ews a3ains t the Gon~lo.ns , but thos e two Den arc both Gen .lane, , 

a r e they no t ? A. I do not know. 

. Q Gro!1r.nnn, the other i'.un who Lnkcs virtUD.lly the s ar:ie sta t eDont ab out you, 

yras a Czechoslovakio.n ' nel he i s no t .:1, J ew e ither. A. I can only S0Y 

thn.t thes e prisoner s ho.ve been a rrested by the Gen~13.n GoverrlDent and now 
I 

out of sheer r e.venge they sil.ll,ly think tho."1. t they ca n Dake up S Ol~le stories 

a nd t ell things abou t us and t hen 2;0 hOL!o . 

Q Why do you think toot a CZ.ochosl ovakia n [laking Cl. sta t enont about ,you on 
tho 9th May and tyro Gorr.1fl.ns '~1.'l.kin[j a s t a t en ent about you .on the 29th 
Apr'll s hould 0.11 p i ck on a s t q.b l e or 0. barn f or the first nir,ht inst~ad 
of the cm-Jp a t Oster odc , if you r eally sto.y ed in this nice C.1p a t 
Ostc r ode ? A. The f irs t thing I h?-ve f our vr;j.. tne sse s her e who ca n 
t estify tho. t we wer e r eally a t Os t er ode. Secondly I vdsh the s e other 
vd tncs ses 'who s ay s ODethinc abou t s t ab l es or barns would. b e h er e and 
tik~t they could show the court wher e thes e stabl e s or barns o.~e , a nd , 
lastly, t hey s hould show Vlhe r e O,:i.l 1:;hes o people who wer e killed a r c 
lyinG--

Q FroD wher e d i d these two SS WODen suddenly appeo.r ab out vmQt:l you ha i(.e 

told us ? A. Thos e two SS WOLlen on the 4th April "fOr e in 0. hosp ital 

C.-R. S. a t Hi ttel bay" and I believe they were evacua t ec.1 as ~yell, and they 

a sked us , a s they had the sanc r oad , "me ther they c ould tmV'cl with 

us. 
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Q Did they travel all the way with you? A. Sometimes they were ~arching fu~d 
sometimes they were riding in the truck. 

Q Who were these two women? A. Nau."IJan and St einbusch. 

Q When was the 'first tine you mentioned these two women "to anybody? A. I 
mentionod them as wi tnesseq because 'of those a ccusations against me" 

Q Di d Kraft no they were riding ,nt h you? A. Naturally he knew~ 

Q 1"1; is strang0 that he nover r.1cmtiol1ed t he::1 in cOlli"1cctio;Yl with this truck" 
is not.it? A. As far as I know Kraft is only indicted concerning 
Auschwitz. 

Q That .has got nothing whatsoever to do With it . Kraft gave u s an account 
of t his and was asked who ' was in the truck and said who vras in the truck. 
Did he know these vromc:n were ther o all the tiYJ.e? (p_ 'pause) Did he know 
or' .did not ho know? It is quite CL simple question. A. Ho knew, because 
they went with Krru-"t as a n etdvancG party to Herzoerg. 

Q Wont with him,. t o Herzber g? Ae They vvent to Herzb crg~ 

Q Where did you find the women originally? A. I said in the C. R. S, ,'\+; 

Mittelbau . 

Q Whero did you actually find them; v.here did you pick them up on that day? 
A On the 4-th April in Mi ttelbau. 

Q You picked them up the night before , did you? A. With a ration lorry 
we went t o Nordhausen to fetch so::ne rations, tha t was the day beforo, and 
then we went to, Mi ttelbau as well, and tha t ' is vmero the two girls asked 
us whether they could hav e a lift. 

Q ' Did Stofol know you had these two women with you'? A. Yes. 

Q He was askeo. vvho was on the truck. He never mentioned thG!':1 either, did . he? 

THE JULGE ADVOCATE: I have a recollecti on of .some witness mentioning about 
two S. S. 'I'fOr,lCn on this j ourney, but I c armot rcme;nbc r how I he ard it . 
I have heard it S o::lewho re. I &'11 i n the hE'.nds of the defending officers, 
but I do r emor;i)or therv were two S. S. women sO~lewhere on thi s jou.rney. 

COL. BACKHOUSE: You l::1.ay be right . I will not cha llenge your r ecol lection, but 
I h~ve no reqollecti~n of it. 

-
THE JUDGE ADVO CATE: I do not know mysol f , really. 

C 01. BACKHOUSE: ,It is on page s:i;x: of yesterday l.s transcript. "Q. Did you 
meet anybody in Os terode, anybody to show you t he way, where they had 
gone ? A. Dor:,· was there, two fro:;,1 the administra tion and sorao prisonors 
were working with the stores, with the r E'.ti ons ". Then you, sir, asked : ' 

, "What do you :ne8J1 ' by I there t " . Capt. Corbally r eplied "Osteroo.o rr and 
asked the witness: "Do you mew~~ when you sey you r::.et the two people from 
the ad.1'!linistration, Oste r odeor Seoscm? " and thv wi tness r eplicd !tObtel"uQe" ~ 
Thero is no suggestion of any WOJllCn b eing in the party at ' all. I mny be , 
wrong, but if tho defending officors c an point out to me where sor.lobody 
has spoken about two women I ' will withdraw a ny questions I YJ.ay have put 
about it in respect of tha t witness . 

T HE .ru:r:GE ADVOCATE: 
go on. 

Nobody, except :-Jyself, sec::ns t o r ecollect it so I should 
I 

COL. BACKHOUSE: Only Stofel and Kraft have spoken about this journey. If 
C2pt . Corbally can point out where : it is I-will :011ediat oly withdraw tho • 
question. I a'Il morely Cha llenging the f act that - all thesp three arc 
telling different stories. I 8.:n not challenging tha t they did c arry women 

13. 

www.bergenbelsen.co.uk



. ~- .--- ... --- .... --" . -- " -...... - .... ~ . ... I ... ... ~ .- .. 

A 

.. .. 

\ , 

in this truckj I ' a.T. onJ,y saying th:-ct they did not see f'i t to say so. 
(TO the w~itness): Did these wo~on come all the way to Borgen with you? 
Yes . ' 

C Who looked afte~ them? r, 
.h.. Well, we . did not bother v ery much about them. 

Q Did they s te.y with you nnd Stofel or did they s toy "vi th the colu::m 'when 
you kept going away from theril? A. Mostly in the r.ati ol1 lorry. 

Q So Kraft 'WOuld havc soen ther:l all t he time, Would hc? A. There wore two 
, lorries; Kraft had onc and Kunz ru~Q onc also, but in which they r ode I 
'do not know. 

Q But the two l orries drove along all tho wuy, did not they? A. Yos,~ at 
niglit they :!jlOt agnin. 

Q Were these wumen with you a t Grosshchlen? A. Yes. 

Q What view did the S .. S. officer tnkc of, their presonce? 
nothing to S2,y in thatj it ,was not his a ffair. 

A. He had 

Q You have been in the S. S. a l ong ti~l,e now, he.ve not you? A. Yos. 

Q Did you wvnt to bec~o a gua rd at a concentration cmnp? A. No . 

Q Why did you cJ.o it? A. Because I W[" S f ound not fit for fron t lino duties 

Q 

and thon in tho ca~p in 1942 I volunteer ed again to go t o Poland as· 
sondcr~ihper for agricultural ' work • 

. I 

But why did you tc.ke on this job thun. if you did not want t o do it? A. I 
never did guard duti es bec auso I war; excused guard dut/ies and I could n~t 
re-fuse t o do orderly corpor al' s duties l)Qcause that was 8,11 order which I 
as a soldier had to obey. 

But who'n you f ound yourself actually being taught t o be a 'blockfuhrcr why 
_did, not you .say: "T won't do it"? 1.. , ~hat did not exist. 

j 

Q What do you !:lean, t hat i t did not exist? A. Tha t did not uxj.st , t o refuse 
an order. 

Q What would . have !k".pponeCl to you if fOU had dono? A. I can:-:ot se.y whether 
i.':lprison."!l.ont , ~t, ,a:nyvroy, heavy punish.."1lont j of course, in tho front line 
it !;leans douth. Mittelbau i s homo f r ont . 

Q Now tell me What happened to Stafel when he refused to obey the order of ' 
the S. S. officer at Gros shchlen. He did not even put hil:l under arrest? 

A This 'officer belonged t 0 Mothor U:::1it and ho was not the direct superior 
afficeF of Stofel~. 

Q 0'1' course there you really wore in the front line, .were not you; where tho 
,punishment for disobedience is death? 

TH E INTERPRETER: He wants t o speak af tho prisoners . 

COL. MCKHOUSE: At that time you wero r eally in the front lino, were not you? 
li. I did not soo a ny front ' li~1e , but I heard gu.nf ire. 

Q The 7fhole ab j oction t d your 
fighting area, was not i 1? 
l eave the CElr.1p. 

s t aying ther e was becaus e y~u wero i n the 
A. Yes, that i s what he said, .vc had to 

Q Are you seriously ~u~gest that Stofel refused to obey the order. and tho 
front line troops 0 s to'D'oed t hoir fightilw nnd 0 ['130 a long and took the 

.L,..6. '""Cl .. 

prisoners ' away for , you? A. wpere should we have gone? We .could not 
leave the prisonel's in the open. 

14. 
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Q limv manY S. S. ~en had you on this trip? A. I believe 45. 

Q Let !:le suggest t his to you, tha,t this' Gr osshehlen incident, . the 
suggest b n that your prisoners W8re t aken o.woy fro:n you by the Waffen S. S. , 
i s purely ~ade up and nothin£ el se to eA~lai n t he fact t ho.t you arrivod 
with a good n~lW short? A. Then I would like thoprosecuting officer to 
go to Grosshehl en and rdally m2.ko enquiri es there . 

Q What I &~ suggesting t o you i s tho.t the people who were missing on that 
transport, with the except of five who genuinely esc aped, wore shot by 
you as you went along the r OE'.d? A~ I c an only say tha t if I ha d shot 
o.nybody I would not ho.ve s t ayed in Ber gen of lnY own free will, but I 
would have disa~peared to. . H['.Dburg wher e n?body knew me and I would not he 
hero. 

Q There was no question. of staying in Bergen of your own free will. You . were 
either detailed. to s t ay or you wore de t ailed to go into the firing line? 

le I Wl not afraid t o go into t ho ' firing lino; I a'll a soldier. 
. .... 

Q ""That was the choice yClU had, was not it? A. I did not know a l1ything 
about t he front line; I know onl y c..bout going to Neuenga.'"!l:lo . 

Q Thore is just one last t hing I wane to ask you about . You t ook sone 
r ati ons mvo:y v/flen you s tarted, die. you? What rD..ti )ns did you take? 
( No answ~r) 

Q "When . you st a rted out on this j ourney what r l:'.tions did you take? 
fo r all or rations f or myself? 

A. Ra tions 

Q 

Q 

For all? '. A. Broo.d, margarine, cheose , sausages. 
/ , 

You went t o collect t he rations, ,·' id not you? A. 
from the adninistration who was in charge of that . 

No, that was Kunz 

Q I thought t ho.t was when you p icked up those two wor.len when you wont t o 
c ollect the raticms? A. ' Yes , that 'ip true, but KUl1z went t o Nordhauson 
and got the things, the rations. 

Q For how l ong did you drav r a t i"Jns? A. I know only that wc had. so J.1uch 
t hat when wc arrived in Ber go.n wo had s t ill the rer:nants of thc rati:ms 
and. we l e ft t hem there; wo hn.nc.~ed thc'-1 over. 

( At 1155 h ours the C::)Urt is closed. ) 

(1.t 1205 hours tha Court is rc-opened.) 

(The accused arc; again brought befor e theCourt. ~ 

CAPT. CORBJ-IoLLY: There is one app l " c atiop I would like to ;:lake 'before we 
c n.rry on, tha t the 'wi tnes s Frau Schr eirer who was here i n Court yesterday 
i s very anxious to be allowed t o 8cqher son f or a short t iDe and I vrondororl 
if you would grant pOr!"[ri8s i on for he r t o see her son. 

THE PRF.SID~rr: I "-rill do that, but I would like t o soe you l~ter r8garding it 
because of cortain re~ilations. 

COL. Bt.CKHOUSE: Thore is one ap}?licat i on I would liko to nako. The ciner;:ta 
p oople n.rc v ery a..YJXi ~us to r c:nove their appar a tus n.s it is used for 
entertaining troops. I do not want it a ny Dore and I know , the defence 
do not and unless the Court want t o u se it again possibly it may be 
removed? 

, . 
THE PRESIDE...'\JT: Yes, c ertainly. ) 

15. ;. 
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THE ACCUSED • . ron l:"03\l:.il.es his place. at 
the witness stan~ and is ~~ned 
b y CAPl' . COlffiALLY an follaws:-

Q It was put to you by the prosecutor that in the ca:np at la.oih' Dodungen 
prisone rs were badly tron ted, they were beaten, and they were -generallY 
t:r;eated badly and t hat you yourseJ.i' took part in the illtrea.tment. Were 
thero any of the prisoners on the 5th April ?rll..o were Utlable to undertake 
the narch? A. No. 

Q It has been put to you by the prosectl1.!;or that when Stofel refused to nove . 
the prisoners out of Grossheblen he should have been ~ot because that was 
in the front 1i e. WClS the officer villo interviewed you and Stofel at 
Grosshehlen cormected L1 any way with the transport of the prison~rs? 

A No. 

Q Did 'he know how:many -prisoners you had in that colu.'m'l? 

Q Did he know ' mere you vvere taking th8!ll to? A, NOt " 

Q It'Stofel ?...no. y'J u had boen shot then who 'V'TOuld have 'beeJ.1. in c.or.:u:n.and? Who 
was left to co!:nand that . colu.'l1h of pr-:ksomrs? A. The guard cor.tpa.nY. 

TEE JUDGE ADVOCb.TE: You wore in trainil1g to become a blockfuhrcr in Mi ttelbnu 
frq!!l J anuary, 1944, to about Sc>ptorribcr, 1944; is ' the. t right? A. Onc 
cannot oall it training really becQuse it lasted only for a day or two. 

Q And then you were in Kloin Bodungen for another six months. were you not? 
A Yes. 

Q Vvere . the people working under y ou both Jews and G0:mans? A. No, we hCld no 
Jews. We h~d all n ati 'Jnalities but no Jews - French, Pole~ Russians. 

Q Were these natioJlali tics known 'by nar:1C or did they have a number? 
their left breast they b[ld a nu.-r:l.bcr. , 

Q Had they any .nu.'Ilbers tattooed '.:m their bodies? 

L . On 

Q When you started out from Klein 'Bodungen did not you even have a nomnal 
roll. of the nunbcrs of· the various people that constituted that transport? 

A We had orders to destroy all noninal r -:l lls, c.ll personal documents, and 
everything concerning the prisoners . 

Q Did not y ou think it would be necessnry when" y ou reported to y our superior 
officer to be able to tell hL~ . specifically the n~iliers of the men who had 
died on the journey? A. We did not know the na~es; we had no noni~al rolls. 

Q Do try and follow the question. You aro a German N.C.O. and you had .a duty 
to get thi s party to Belsen. What I run putting to you is: is not it common 
sense that when you reported to your superior officer you ought to have 

. been able to tell hL"n which of these particulor nen had died on the woy so 
that some record could be made of it? Is no~ that C0ITl10n sense? 1 .. Yes. ' 

Q Have you got any tattoo marks on your body? 
left a rm. 

A. My blood group under nv 

Q When wa~ that ~ut on? A~ ' Either 1941 or 1942; I do not rem~ber. 

Q In.what circumstances was it put on? A. 'When I arrived fror.l Oranienburg 
we he.d all to go to the M. O. apd our .blood group was certified again. I had 
my blood groUp already qertified in the fiGld unit whore I was and in 
Oranienburg . it was exa~ned ['.gain and then it was ta t-tooed under mY loft arm. 

Q Have you served in the Wohrmacht as a soldier? 
16. 
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Q When you arrived at Belsen did Hoessler question you about some rQliOur that 
was going about then that ~n this journey you had just como . that people had 
b.een shot? A. · Yes, no asked. , 

Q When Was this., about? A. It was .· before the 16th;. before we were captured. 
I do not knbw eXQctly 'the date. 

Q Is not it obVious that as early as the 16th April somebody must have been 
alleging that there had been shootil1g on that convoy? .A. Stof'el reported 
to Hoessler about it. 

Q Do you know that ' Hoessler has so.id that you denied it as well as Stofel? 
A' Yes, wo denied that wc shot the prisoners . 

\ 

Q Do you say you told hL~ the story about the shooting by the field unit? 
A yes . 

THE PRESIDEID' : 
got there it 
barn and you 
have ~aid? 

I want you to e:x:plD.in something to ne about Grosshehlen. You 
i800 hours on the loth April and the prisoners were by the 
commencee!. issuing r ations. That is, I unq.crstand, what you 
1'0 Yes, _ the rations were just being distributed, but not by me. I 

Q YVhat I want to know is t his : what did the S. S. guards who had l~oved vrlth 
. this column do when the other field troops ca~e along to the prisoners? 

A Some of the!:1 were just having their 11eal s , SO:-:le of them were washing, some 
of them wore shaving, some of then vvi th ::mt their boots, and cveX"Jthing went 
so quictay that before they realised what happened the others had taken the 
p~lsoners away and then they simply tried to get after them as quiday as 
pOSSible , t hat was the only thing loft. It was aL~~st like an a ttack. 

Q But there :::ust have beon sar.le on guard. What did they do? A. There were 
only tv<ro [,£'..lards on duty and I r eally cannot r:emEmlber ' wha t ho..ppened j everything 
was so fas t and it was just like D. beehive - they were rurtning frOll one side . \ 

to the other .and I do not remenber. . . 

Q .A1;1 I clear -- 'two guards to 600? 1~. 
f ence of that .heisht round the court. - . 

Yes, bec~use there was some sort of 
(Indicating} 

A :r.i!EThiBER OF THE COURT : V¥hat were you ;::.ctually doing yourself duri ng this 
tilne? A. I wc,s shaving. 

Q Wit h the othor S.S. guards, were y~u? A. ' 1 was in the ' court. 

Q With the prisoners? A. Yes, ~n the vicinity because it ' v~s dark and in 
the open air it was still light" 

, \ 

. Q How did the officer find you? A. I was quite alone in the court bec ause 
all the prisoners had gone so I prepared my few things and I took my bicyole 
and in that !'!l::>:-.1cmt the officer C3L1C to me e..nd asked me whethe r I belonged 
to that group so he s a id HWell, then, cone along H • 

Q You said toot i~ the ~rly s t ages of this mo..rch you went about on a ::J.otor-
cycle with Stafol? A. Yes , in the beginning . . 

Q I take it one was dr:i..ving and the other was ndiong pilli:m? A. yes . 
Q Who was the dr:i..ver? 'A. Stafel. 
Q 'And then you said that the motor-cycle was destroyed by Dir action? A. Yos, 

from Ostcrode to Herzber g . 
Q Can you tell us haW it happened? A. When we were on the road the~ ~as a 

car there and p boplestanding around and they told us to stqr put because 
there Was some a ir activity and they pointed into the sky. So we stopped, 
we went into the Vl:)od anr.l. loft the mot or-cycle ::>n the road nnd then the 
car and the motor -cycle were both destroyed • . 

Q By what? A. Ma chine gun. 
THE PRESIDENT: Are there any questions on that? 
CApT. Cx)RBf...LLY: No . 

(The ,~cused leaves the ~lace fro!.l which he 
has · given his evidence.) 

17. 
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CbPT. GOR.Bb.LLY: I will now call Gertrud NeUl!lann. 

GER~RUD NEUMANN is callccl i n Lt.:rld, having beej (iuly 
sworn, is exorined by CbPT. CORBJ..:LLY as 'folIo·s : 

Q. What is ymrr full nt?:ne? J~. Gertruc. Nou."'ilD..11l1. 

0. Wh011 a nd where were YOll born? A. 19th February 1 922 in T~Tcha, in 
Saxonia . 

Q. L.re Y8U ::¥trred Or s i :nr:: lo? .A. ,Singl e . 

Q. How did you C :{!'JO t8 be D.n S. S. WOl.'.c.n? 
the 10th JQnuary 1945 . 

Q. Had you any occupation bof ore t hat? 

L.o • I was dre..fted inb the S. S. on 

A. I wQr koG i n a munit~on factory. 

Q. l~ t the ber.;ill.'i1.ing .of' A::.)t'il this year "Ther e wore Y8U? 
:nc.rch toWC',rc:'s Bol son 0:>1 the 4th 1.l'ril. 

A. I s";o.rtod to 

Q. ~at I really w~t to ' know i s where you served bef 8 r o you started that 
T;1arch. }" I was s ick and I was in the hospital [et Mi ttelbau. 

I 

Q. H8W di d you come t o go on t he !li2.r ch f r:)TJ Kl oin Bodungen tl) Belsen? 
A. The c~np .?.t that t i:l0 VJf:.S CV8.cua t ed !.'.ncl ever ythi ng C8:'ae v ery surJ.clenly , so 

tho doctor said wo should try t o r e j uin 8ur unit . Iv.:y- unit was the frau 
ko~~ando in Grosswerhter. 

Q. -'-Yhat steps c.id Y8U t c.ke e.s a r esult ~)f tlk".t advice? 11. . 'Ne tried to get a 
lift , but it V/'2,S- very difficult to Z; Jt ono, 8.ml then a lorry stoppe'Cl a nd 
that was a lorr y belongi ng to the wCl rk kO~':lando of Kl ein B')c.ungen . Then. 
this lorry t ook us t8 . 8ur dqs tinati8n, Grosswerhter. There the kO::}l.":JD.hcL:)f'uh r crin 
told us t hat they a rc a l so quite roady to leave and we should proceed to 
Belsen. 

<"2 . Whero wore you when you first ;ne t t his lorry? L. . In the C2,;::p a t Hi ttclbau. 

Q. Did the l orry se~ off str 'ai ;3ht fr o,::, j<i ttelbau t 0wards Eo sen on tha t day, 
or what h2.i,J.!?ened? Did yO'..l start s traicht off f r o:!:l Eittolbau or did you go 
some\vhere else first? A. Stofel D.nd Dor t::>ld us: 11'\':[011 " you can just 
carry on with Us and CODe with us ", and as wo wer e s till feeling not good 
we thought that ~ good idea. 

(d . I askod you if the l orry start ed off fro::l !In ttolbau or whether you wont 
. first of all t o [mother camp and s t art od. your journey fr8Iil t 12ere . 

1-. . We went to Klein Bx;,ungen, and on th(; next ~orning :tho truck vras loac.ed· 
and then wc continued our j ourno~. 

I Q. You started on t hi s journey on the next day. 'lThere dioi you go t o 8n the 
next day? I. .• Osterode -- no , Herzburg . 

Q. Where id you spend the night , a nd what ti.~e ? 1.. In osterodo •• 

Q. Did you s l)end the night in ~ sort of c c:.rli.~J in Osterocle, .or Vv11at sort of a 
place? . .h . Yos , i t i s a s!''lcll C8C.'p. 

Q. We re there a:n..y other people who s t arted. 8ff fro:n. }Qein Bodungeri the snUG 
day a nd spcnt the night in the ca~pin Osterode? A. Y3S, ano t her ~.S. 
wo!:-:an. 

f) . What was her nnne? A. Ilse Steinbusch • 
. 

Q. Apa rt froLl yourself and Steinbusch <_nd one or tWCl other people who t ravelled 
in thc t:t:uck were t here any other per sons vvho le:f't the S8!l1e tine as you the 
c~~ nt Klein Bodungen and who spent the night in the camp at Osterode? 

A. The prisoners and t he guards. 
18. 
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Q. Did w.ythine unusual in the yre.y of" shooting take place while you were in 

OsterQdo'? 1-... No . 

Q. What happ~ned thu next morning? A. The prisoners left before us. Wo 
stayed 011 and Sbfel or ' Door, I do not know which one of the]J., tried to 
t et some transport for us. 

Q. You he.vc spoken of two p((ople, StO'fel and Door. What had they got to do 
wi th the . t r a ns'port? A. Stafel was in charge of the transport, and Dor 
was an \lTI,ters c Q,arf'uhrer. 

Q. Can you recognise these two 1::en in court? A, Yes, 

Q • . Takc a l ook a t the p~isOi1.crs and tell the court 
(Th E:: witnes s 1.008 into the weli of the c~) 
is Stofel. · . / 

which two thoy are, 
A. No_27 is Dor .nnd No. 25 

.. , I 

';. You h2v e s ." i d that t he :Jrisoners narchec1 away froJ:l Osterode before y'Ju (::id 
on the second mor:Lin[;. Did you ' hear a:ny shooting . before the pris.onors. 
~lElrchec1 off? .L. 1;:J . 

Q. Did you SeC n:ny i)uriel l)arties dig a shallow grave before they marchec1 ofT? 
A. No. 

Q. Was thore a stab l c anJTWhere in this part of the caInI' in Ostcrode? 
A. No . I do not knol7. 

Q. Wha t happonod to yours elf on the next !norning? Did you eventually ~ot 
a truck? ;;.. It l asted until the afternoon before we- got transport, a truck. 

0. WhGre did yo:] 8~)end the next night? A. In Seesene 

c. Wor e y ou [Llso \ l i th the prisoners on that niBht? .A. Yes, we were n8nr the 
prisc>ne:r:-s but not in the sam.e barn where they were. 

Q. Die. you spenC!. every ni ght · c i t her in the snme ce..'1lP as the prisoners or noa r 
them unt i l y ou a rr iv cQ i n Bargen? ~. We stayed two nights in Soas cn 
b ecQuso we c ould not -:;ct t ransport the next day. But the other ni,3hts ,1'0\ 

were near the pris 0 ; le Ts , and t here were also some with us. seven or ui ght 
prisoners; s0rnc of ~h ,ill ,beloneed to the cookho use personnel and some of 
the::1 I believe wer e ill. 

Q. At t he v arious s t aging c t:\J-:1pS 0 11 your j ourney have you ever seen u lY of the 
guards of the prisoners shooting ::my of them? A. No. \ 

Q. Hav e you ever heard a rw shooting cLu:r:ins the night? A. Onc t iEe a t night 
in Grosshel en j it wD.S the last night 0e fo re we c~ne to Berg en. 

I Q. Tell th e court vrh:::.t you heard there . A. We arrived in our truck in the 
aft er noon. We unl o..:.ded the;; r e.tions .::cnd '..vni ted for the prisoners. They 
a rrivQd at ,-,_bout 1 900 or 2000 hours . Before that we had noticed Ql re t!.dy 
that there wer e so~e troops of the ~affen S.S., the ·fighting S.S. , in the 
village. We start cc::. . t o c.i s tribute the food to the prisoners, and we had 
not fini shed this and t hen soncboc1y c c..':J.e - I do not know if it wns Qli 
~fficer .?r Cl. soldier of the S. S. unit - nnd he told St'ofel that the prisoners 
had ' to leave thq villa Ge bc:cause it wa s 00 c1efence posi tion. Stofel sai d 
L~ediately that he co ul~ not take r esponsibility for that b ecause his guards 
and the prisoners had In o.c.e -the n:.n.rch -o f 36 kil ometres alrcQdy.. They the"l 
l eft c,rid told Stoi'el to C ::JW3 , it !':lay be the cCJl:l!llD.ndant or any othor officer 
who wa s there , I C.o n~'t kn~:lW, to sec h i " , and. he wont. He co.."C',e back C'.nc1 ho 
vras very excited and he said: "It won't holp us , we heve to l eave and we 
hcv e to G'J fi. ~hort (1i s t anco i"Urthc r on. " Jus t ~'.s he sai d thi s reinforc0-
J:lents a rrived, troops of t hat Waffen S. S. unit, ::mC_ t hey s tarted chasing 
the prisonors away. They;i::n::lecli a t eJ.y gOov e an order fo r the prisoners to 
line up, miC. they then shouted Oond t hey f ired SOl~l(; 's hots in the ~\ir, and 
of c :)urs e tJ-li s c<ws ed a panic mnongst t he pri soners . 

19. 
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GOL. :B1.CKHOUSE : 
i n her he.nd . 

I cb not Will1 t to intc.rru.pt.,. but. the wit?oss ms sonot hins 

THE J UDGE LDVOC1~TE: It is Q m ndkorchi e f s ho hns th9ro. 

COL. BLCKHOUSE : It is [i. pnper.. I woul d. liko t o know ·who.t 'it i s . 

,.- --

THE JtmGE .l:.DVOCb.TE: (To t he I n t orpretor) 1,-vhnt is the thing s he hus i n ho r hund. 

THE IllTERPRETBR : It i s CL hn ndkcrchi cf . 

THE ~nTl\lES S : 'l'ho prisoner s wor e linod up thon, Those who Vfor e woarinr.:; s trip ocl 
pri son uni fom.s VfO r e in frcmt nnd thos o who were we.:u-ins civilic..n s uits wer e 
behind t hor.:. Tho;'l t he pri son er s wo ro L1£lrch ed off by t heso S. S. p(;opl o, 
t he fi2;hting uni t; [.nd. t hoso S. S. :)copl e l ookod q uite frosh, :')ut our 
prisoner s l ooked tired. 'rhoy coulcl not ~o s o fast a s the S, S. peopl o wnnt od 
thon t o 130. The ro. tio~s s t ay ed b oh incl. Vv'hon they wore t ukon UVvr'.y . t~lOr i:.l 
wer o qUi t o_ cl faH shot s f irod. I'.ly fri end, Ils E; , c.nd sO!:1e of t ho g uur ds tri ed. 
t o c2'.tch \-lP with t he colUDn, but tho di s t ance between the C 0 1Ul".ill. c'.nJ u s 
bOCo.DO overy ti;:,c l a r cer . Wo · saw s on o dend prisoners lyinG by tho side of 
the r ,oad. 

C1-'pT. CORDllliLY: Did y~)U cventu2.lly co.tch up with th~ col~·.m? L. . Yes , b,oc o.uso 
t hg pr isone r s wor e o.llovrod t o helv O .C'. r es t; t h ey ,vera pon.ri tt od. t o sit cbvvn 
by t ho s i de of., but thoy ho:c: t o k(;cp in their , i'C'.nks . 

(~ . I..nd d.i <..l you spend thL'.t ni ght wi t h t he prison ers? A. Yes , in the S['';.10 C£,.I.lp . 

1"2 . Die: o.ny o f the prison'Or SSL'.y o.nythil;lC t o you o.bout wh2.t hc.c;. h<'.ppen oc1
. t o . [tny 

o f t ho;.1 when th~y wor e chc..sCid out of Gros shcl on? 1 •• Wo pc.w ovorythi ns 
oursolvos ~ 

G. You to l d the: court thD.t you saw so;:1.0 bodies wh ich ho.cl b e e n sho t . How 
mCJ1,Y i n fo.ct l~ic1 you soe ? 1. . If I sp.y e i Ght it i s not t oo lit t l e. 

(~ . You '.'OD.l1 y :)U in f2.ct did soe ci[~ht ? i .. Yes . 

( . ;;,'['.s t hi s i n the v illo.c:s or outs i de t he v ill['.go , or whor eabouts (;.i d you see 
t heso 1~8c1i os ? . 1.. No, i t was not in t he village , i t w['.s 0n t he r o['.cr; 
t he r e: Wf.S· a vvooc1 on ono side <'.nd fi elc~s on the ot her s i de . 

r Am'. di d you sec t hese Lodi os while you were try inG to CD.t ch )11' vri t h tbe 
colur.m? L . Yes . 

CLBT. CORBiJ.LY: Thc.t concluc:'.es ;yY exo.::1i no. t i on • . 

)' :AJ OR WIN'.700D: No questions. 

}".:_JOR }JJi\:R.OI: No q uos t ions . 
I '. \ 

E.i,JOR CIIJJ'T:nELD: No qu (;;st i ons . 

CLPT. RODERTS : . No qu estions . 

C;.TT . BR01~'N : No quostions. 

Cross- ex~'..!!linod by ' CLPT. FIELDEN. 

r: . Do you know vrhere St o:fe:I! s})cnt the ni ::£ht 6fthu dQY t ho.t you nrrivcu. a t 
Os t e r 0de? 

TEE JUreE LllVOCATE : ,Who 2.re you on now? 
, 

CLPT . FIELDEN : St ofe],. (To t he ,vi tness ) D:J you know wner e St ofel spent t he 
ni ght :)f the (' .. 2.Y tho.t you a rrived o.t Os t orodo? , L . I tid not soe h in 
i n Osterod.o t ho.t ni [;ht, 

20. 
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, Cross- ex[,:1ined by CLFT. NE-LVE. 

( . I o..'::l~oing to ask .SOT.1(; quosticll1s c oncernine No . 35. (Klc.rC'. Opitz) Do 
y'Ju recoGnis e this WO~8J1? (Indica tinG the accused No . 3S) J~ . Yes . 

r:. . '\ih a t is he r nGi.1o? L . Klo.ra Opi tz • .. 
I , •. On t his j ourney fro!'1 Kluin BoQungon when did you ,finally arrivu O-t Ber(3on? 
L. On the 13th Lpril. ' 

~ . Is thO-t thu fir§t ti;:1o Y:Ju rront t o . Ber ccn? 1, .• No . Wo arrivod vvith the 
trc.11sport o.n the 11 th, 'Jut wc h Qc1 t o go t o Nc uens m:r.lo on tho 12th, and we 
C2-c:o.o b ack on the 13th; 

~ . When you Cn::lU fr:J::1 i\jouo!1[;~_'j;:1C to Bel son on the 13th WEe.S Llara Opi tz in the 
So.'.10 trc.nsp:Jrt c.s y::>u were? L .• Yes . 

r:; . 'jvas thc.t the first ti:lo she h['.(:' O-rr-lvocJ. '"t · JJcl sOll? Hc~d she , b O:011 thoro 
bof:Jro? L .• No . Sho was in the S!.l:.:O f.1.rb ictsko:"1;·.1L'.ndo c.s I 'NE:'.S . I saw 
her for the first tic:o.o in the ·Su c"Lctenlc.nd , solth o f' Dresden. 

THE JUIGE lillVOClI.TE : ',"{ha t ho.s t:.11 thi s ,"'::Jt t o do with it? ' 

CJ-n. NEi:..VC : Sho clid not anSV{E)r LW qu(;stiIJh. (T 0 the '",1itnoss ) Do y 'Ju know 
if that wo.::; the first ti:"1.e tho.t Klar ft Opi tz ho.d been in Bolson, when you 
D.rrivcc1 t horo f'.nc.1 s ho Vlr'.s ,)1'1 the S[C2 · tra nsport Dnthe 13th L.i?ril? 

J~ . Yes , it W[\s the first ti'::lc . 

CbPT. PHILLIPS: Noquos tions . 

CL.PT. }]IN"RO: 1'To questions . ,. 

LT. JEDRZEJOWIQZ : N'J questi ons . 

(i~t 131 8 hours the court is closed) 
(." t 1430 hou.rs the court is reoponed) . 
accused a r c a r..-b.in b r ou;.,ht before the c ourt) 

~ ~ . (The 

Cross- exF-.nined by COLOl\JEL l3LCKHOUSE. 

~ . This Dorning when you · vrere in the vri tness box you ,had soncthinE in your 
hand, ' had n 'Jt you? A. Yes . 

I 

r . Lnd you were: askec~ to CC,::lo· illto th8 c 'jurt c.11(1 try o.nd r c coglllso people in . 
the u:::lck, V{oro not you? "'- . Yes. 

n 
f ' '; ' Who ' sUp::?1ied y ou. with 0. list 'Jf the ['.ccused vri th the nunbcr sIJi' ther:1 ::m? 
J~. r (:'i c:' not Got it only now; I had i t o.lroac~y a few dc..ys r.~o . 

':; . ~ivho gave: it to you? iJ. . Thu accus(;(~ Charlotte Kluin. 

r; . j~nd whQ go.vo y ou tile ty?ewri tten c O~)y of whnt yo u were to say about 
Kla r2. Opi tz? l~ . Fro:.:J. the ' dc f cncLinc offic or of ' KID.ra Opitz: 

r:; . You. h2.cl 1that in y'Jur han(1. whilo y ')u were in the b::JX, had not y<)u.? 
~'i. . No , I hac1 it in Y':0' rocket , 

C; . Then y ') U ,slip'l:Jed the:'] int o 'y')ur }Jocket , c.i J not you.? 
r:1J' pocket. 

L.. N~ , I hQc~ it in 

r:; . How lQng hove you h,,,u t his typewritt en c.:JcuT.1E)nt tellin[; y ou what you were 
to sc..y abou.t Klo.ra O'Ji tz?' li. On So. tu r c.2.Y or Sund:e.,y . , ~ 

ro , ¥VhenC'.id y ou s eo Cho.rlotte Klein? 
a wD.rder in ii1e ,prison, 

j~ . Not throuSh her c.ircctly, but thr')u.~~h 

21. 

, \ 

www.bergenbelsen.co.uk



:l. . J.'~ \yuroer froo the pr:Lson Gave it to ::lO. 

't o These c.rc the t W'J doc1J..."'1o nts , are not they? (Ho.nded ) L . yos . 

COL. BLCKIIOUSE: I wc.nt these b ::;0 in ns exhib its . 

( Tv{C) dO Cll:"lcnt s [tro l:1c.rked Ey,hib i t 138" signee:' by the 
Pres i clont n.n c:' ntto.checl t J thc ~)rQcecdincs) 

Cl',j?1' . NELVE : I :i ::.:ht I be allowed to so.y .".. wo r c.1 . I m,l rE;presontil1S Kl arc. 
Opi tz [',nd I wc.S coin;:: to c c.ll o.s ;)ne of the witnesses in I-:e r c~ofence the 
witness whC) is in the Vii tness box nt t he nonent . Wi th tbc,t onC!. in view 
I t :-lok n. prelinino.ry state::;)ent fro::;) Gortruc1 IJou.:::w,nn, .:1.nc. c.s is our pr.:1.ctico 
in Scotlancl I Derely :',~o.c"'.e it out o.s whc~t we no~nlly cnll 0. J,Jrcc .J!3ni tion, 
.:cnd in ord er to check hG r , s t c.toncnt up when I So.w hor c.so.in I had. t h2.t 
tnowritt en ~ nd s u:opl ioc1 hor with 2. copy. 

t 'J 
by 
t o 

I v'f'Julc:' like t o c.ssure the c 'Jurt it was 0. conplote surprise 
,_:e to dG.Y when I f ound. thd Gertrud. Ne1XJ..:1.nn wc-.S bein~ : cc_llod C.S Q witness 
-~.no thcr d.efcnUinc officor. It Wo.s !::'.e r oly o. stnto;:~ ,-,nt ,{hich she r1£1(:'o 
Y:1.0 nnel , which I ho.d typed , and t here wo.s nothin[~ ulterior ::.bout it a t ~,-ll. 

COL. BLCKHOUSE: I c'n not SU!3cestinc; ry; fri end hc_cl 81lY ulterior :1Jtivo, but 
Wha tever :~1ay bE:: the pr o.ctice in Scotln.nd , the pr E'. ctico in :Gn.:· l [',n d. is ' not 
to su~'):')ly a witness wi. th [t 'typowri tten proof of their evid.ence . Eo C!.:)ub t 
t he l eo..rnoc1 Ju(lse l"dvocntc will r c;.'cnber the Snow cc.s e in Dir.:linr~ hQ!'J, whoro ' 
[t :)olice ins?cctor .::;ot int o consic()ro.bl o trou~le for hnving c".:me it, for 
very obvi c.lU8 r ensons . '7{hc.t wc w2.nt to henr is the witnesses rec ollection 
o.nc.1 not sonothi!1£ ; frClY:1. 0. typovrritt(;n s t o.t er:ient . I c:'..i d not :.1o.1w tho.t 
[tllogation this nornins without first sGnclinr:: SO::1cono t ound. t o see if sho 
hl'.cl <.~ I),.~:)cr, ["ne". i , t was ns C'.. r osul t of that I o.skcc1 for h0r ) ocl:o ts to be, 
s e o.rcher~~ when shc went out, c.nd. t he re wc.s , firs t of ::,_11 , the list which 
(~ivcs the nU!:1bers :-; f the acoused, so nny f ::H'!:l of recocnition 0CO ODCS 0. 

farce ; soc '_mclly , this typed. stntenont in her :;Jocket. 

THE J1JJX::.E ,J)vOCl"TE: I SU!3£"cst f or t he futUr E: t hnt if o.ny l~efcl1d.inc )fficer 
has inc:ic[),te c. t o his collea c ue ' thnt he is callinr. c. witnes s no other 
clefenc.i. ine offioer should, c o.l1 thnt wi tnoss ;vi. thout tellin[; h i s col1(;nl~ue 
[~ncl o.rro.n[: in"c; who is COi:i1L; t o do it. Thcct :.u£:;ht ::1eet one of th e 
Qif'ficulties thn.t ['.r os e in t his Co.s o. Col.' B.:1.ckhous e, I think this h[ts 
been sufficiently vontilo. teC!. . 

COL. BJl.CKHOUSE: I think so. I L''::l sure tho defonc".i llL officers will reo.lise 
it is not 0. j,)ropcr t hiI1[~ t o su~')ply wi tnos s cs with ty)owri ttel1 p r oofs ' 
before they co!;'.o into court , c.nd i f ::'.. ,vi. tnoss is supi?licC!. 'frith the 
nUEitJers of t he o.ccus od it is c. farce to brin~ : t he vri tnos s into court . 

C].P.r . NF":.VC: In :'-'iY C)ri:~inc..l list C) f v/itnosses I ho.v e go t this Girl c!.ovv:.r1. 

COL. BLCIiliOUSE: I ner eo s he i s your 'Ill.. tncss, but c.p?arently so::eb oQy elso 
hc.s cc.llee:' her. 

THE JUDGE l .. DVOCi"TE : I t hink the e~efondi:ng officers ho.ve henrd whc..t the 
pr osecutor has SE'.i d , o.nc whn t has been done CI.'.nnot be unc~one , but the ' Gourt 
o.sk y ou' t o sec that notl1in2:- ,Gf-.thi:s kind'-:nr;ils bsc>in ,the fU,tura" so thnt -
.10 ,do hear the spontaneous ,tCSti~1bny of n. witnoss ',and: not ' anyt hinr:;'" she ,s.o,e,s. 
by·;".rofreahinp, her clenory frr:f.l o..for."J -of n stp.tc:::l.ent or prococniti-::m" or ' •. 
whttte!!'e .. r YO'l,l. like to .co.11 it . "'.-.. 

COL. R~CKHOUSE : (To the vVitness) 'iVher e is this plnc e Grosswerhter you are 
tnl1dng c..bout? I .. .. Ei[;ht to ten kilo'-1etres fro::l Norc1hausen. 

(; . Tha t was where you were stationed. be f oro you wont into hospi tnl, vvas it? 
A. , Yes . 

~ . Were you an nufseherin in thoro? 1 .. . Yes . 

Q. il.nd when the hospi t t'.l a t l=i tt el bnu "/C. S bcinij ovncuc.tec1 the doctor tolcl you 
to go bnck there , did not he? 1 .. . Yes , ho [!,avo us a certificate 3.S wel1~ 
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IJ. H8W di d y ou firs t ;:.:;e; t in touch vvi th this l :) rry? 1.. ',70 vroro t ol d we sh8ul c1 
nsk tho C":1oto r tr2.nsport unit , but t hey ho.l1. so ' 1Uch t o Qo thor e 'ifO..S no 
question :) f thoir sendi nc n truck wi. th us to Grosswerht er . 

r~ I vrill r C;l.Junt ~lY qucs i;;i on. liovr 
f~ . Wc f.skcc1.. whethe r t hoy coulc( t nko 

Gr 8sswcr htor . " They o.nswer od : 

di C'. you first [~c t into 
u s . They ['.skocl w:i1wre 
"Wol l , vre C2.n tf'.ko you 

t ouch vii th t h i s brry? 
t o? " I so. i cl : "T o 
0. 1i ttlo bit . " 

r ';{h(; r e cUd thn t h2.J?pon? 1,.. In tho C~'.;:lP in ri ttcl bau , near rl bc..rracks . 

~ . 'Nh:) i s "they "? j, . Tho.t is tho c:'rivcr, stofol , Dor , Kunz nnd onc or two othors . 

':; . This was cm the ni:;ht ()f t he L~th, 'irc.s it? J, . In t he afternoon of t ho 4th. 

'" . l}aG Gr osswor ht or ;m tho way betvreol1 Norc.lhC'.u scn [,.hd Klcin Do c1un:~(m? 1;.. Yos . 

~ . 1.7hcn they left thc".t nic:ht fron l.~i t t c:l1Jc;.u l:' i cl they r~o back to Klein DOLurl£3cn? 
l •. Wo l oft in the ::,.ftcrn8on CJ1c.l wc c.rriv(::: in Grosswerht er , t ut c ont inuod the 

j ourney ilT.',odido ly ['.nd arrivoQ in Kl cin Bocl..unGen vrhoro vro spent the ni .r:;ht . 

Do you r C2.1 l y no:::m to so.y tho.. t when you C:ot to your own unit the l o..[';er 
CLufseherin semt you Ol1 with t hcSG hro :,cn to t he rlon ' s C C.T.'P ['. t Kl cin BOcLuncen? 

1~ . 3110 ~~o..vc Us the order to Co t o j3crSQn- J3u1s011. 

( . Di el.. they Sf'}' they were Go ine t o Dore,vn- Del son 2.nel woulc. to.ko you? i~ . Yes. 

'~ . Do you knovr c. t tho.t ti~Jc , Qccorclinc t:J their, s tory they flD.C;' 110 ic.eD .. t hey v{cro 
zo i nc: t o 30r sen- J3olscn? lc . I do not knCl'ir. 

'v ' il.n.yvrCLY, you l1D.d orclcrs to ~;o t o jJcr[~cn-Ddson " w: thcy sn.i cl they woro Going 
t hore 2.11C:'. w~\".ll tdce yau ; is the.. t r:i. ~~ht? L .• Yos • . 

rJ. Did they so.y hovr they wero [',oinC? 

~ . Die.' they sc.y they 'iVoulc'c tc.ke you in thl, ir t ruck? 

''''j . Vvhore c.i Q you> s t ['~y t!lO nich~ ~ .. t Kl cin Ladl.lnccn? 
in their l)8.rrncks whe r o the ' [;unrds sleo? 

r • • Wc.s tho vr~)!":.on Steinbusch wi th you? . ..1. . Yes . 

r~ . Then the next narnirl[ v/hnt ti:-1C diLL YJu set off? 

L .• Yos . 

L . In the hut vrith· the ;' on, 

L .• Ll)out 9. 

r:: . \Yho did you tnwel vii tb? L . Steinbusch, Kr.-::-,ft r.nl". the driv er . 

r Did they tell you vrhor o they were Go in,:, t o? L . To He'rs'berc. 

L . Yes. 

--:; . Whn.t hD-p:;>oned when YO'J. Got t o Hc rzbor,1? A. In Herzl)er r; the truck wns 
unloaG.od, uocauso it h8.o. to GO lx'..ck :'.nd fetch the other portion of t he rD-tions . 

rJ• l.Vhereo.1)outs in Horzberc V-lf1.S it unlo['.c:'ec1? "" /l.t the s t ati on . 

'J'. Wnnt ha:,:ypened to you? 1.. I sto.yacl ,'.nc. wc.i t eQ unt il the truck r e turned . 

'r. 'Nhor e Cid you s t f',Y? L . ' On the s t2.ti cm . 

(~ . Wr.s the s t ation still t here? L . ij{hon we a rrived ov~rythirl[: vVC'.s a ll riGht 
L'.ncl quiet , then cC'I:le c. dive bonl)inc; ,:ttD.ck r~nC. then t he station st[~rted .. 
burninG' ,- J 

(~ . Did you sce Stof'ol ['.nd DJr thn. t (by? }~. Yes . 

r;; .• Where were they? l~ . I sow then ~'..fter the c.ttack • . I do, not k now whet~1er 
t hey C8.1'.10 on t he ::1otorcycle . I kn8W the r.18torcyc l e hc..c. beon c.le's troyed, [Jut 
whe t he r i t W[~S bcf e> r e or {'.ftar I Qo not r OT10P.lb er. 
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- "' .. -- ' .. ~.-- :~. .. ... ~.. \.. 

I~ . IIov{ (: i c_ you GO fro!] thoro t 8 Ostcroc1c?? I~ . "v7ho11 the truc]{ returnecl it 
y{[tS f ull , 2.nd ev en prisoner s were s itt,ir\:: t he ro

1 
but they ;,'[,de r oo;:]' for u s 

['.nd we c1.r ovc t o Osteroce . 

r ~'n'0 wer e the priconers who wor e s i ttine in it? 
the c ookhouse . 

L. . il. few who worked in 

'~ . Wh['.t vms it full of? .L l. . Tho soc onu truck V[o..s lo['.c~oC:~ nost ly wi th b r o[td. 

r:, . ".111L'Lt di d you do yvi t h tho fooC:~ th£'.t h.':'..c:' CODG in the first truck? 
A. Th3.t rOY.1E1.ined in Her zbor e c.n<]. it W8.C fotchc0. 18.tor on whon the truck wo..s 

unlo['.c1o '~. in Ostorodo • 

• ' You W811t on t hon to OGtor ~)(1c , (::'icl y ou? L . Yes . 

f'J . 'vVhorc cUd you Sp8n(:' the ni:;ht 8. t Ostcrcx:'c? 
tho L£'.rro..cks of tho cu o..r Qs . 

L, . L,~ c.in with the ·::;U1:1.rUS; 'in 

~ . Who wc.s in ch8.rr~c [.' t Ostcrode ? L . ",:mptschrcrfuhror P ['.itz - )·~[tybo it i s 0.. 

tit c,hffGront U'.lt :Lt s'Junds liko p ni tz . 

r Hu let you two wonon sk.y tho, ni ,,;ht in there with th8 ::1on? 
of tho orderly cor:.,)oral. 

il. . In the r on'r1 

G. l:1h::".t ti.":lC d i el you got up the noxt ;:ornin:~? 

but it vv.>..s uarl y • 
L.. . I do 110t rcr"':c!".1..1) cr t11c tir:lc, 

. ~ . Whore did you food? 
'-100. t Cenc). so on . 

i.. Fro:-1 t ho r ,~tion8 which wc hnc1, b roc.cl !' . i1l~ tins o f 

" ~ . ' Thon whrct ti'-1c (I, i d the :..)risoners ;,{, rch out? 
'-1ornin,z . 

~~ . / l.bout 10 'or 11 in the 

c. . l'h't t truck ViT'.s :::ml y borcmcu f r o'-1· 

this plc.co v/here thi,3 l c.bour C [':1P Y/:'C - I (.".0 not rc.nc!'l'.Jor tho nC.no now -

so we he.d to seo ['.bout [' . . new truck . 

s.· Ln(1. who lookeu for C', novr truck? L . I bGlievc S t ofol. 

' j . Stofol W!'.S 110 t t here: , VfC:.S ,he , he 11c..1 :~onc b t1.ck to Kl oin Iloc~ul1[;on in thc 

ol d t ruck? 

('~ I I · V{[ts rl~t interested v 0ry ~1uch 1)ec t.u8o I VfC'~S not in chC'..rL:c of' tl1£'..t ., 

\: . Di d not Stofcl C'JD.O b3.ck fro;] 'Kl ein 30dunc on in the olel truck? 

A. I do not know. 

231, .• 

. ~. 

www.bergenbelsen.co.uk



Q Well, ':rh'). t d id. y ou do all <lay "1rhen you. 'WO:><>O ..,.,.",-;"t~ £0>1.' -'e_.0'J?~ t? 
L NothJ.n[; ) o nly' ti tinu ' 

Q Wher e d i d you ym. i t ? 
the ~)rOD,(l Yva s s t or eel. 

A In th,; c3.nt cen vrher e Ctll the fOOl~ Ctud where all 

• Q vVh o vvni t eel wi th you ? A Kunz 0'111c.1 Dor , Ctne:' afow' prisoners . 

Q Diel.. KrCtf t WCti t ,vi th you ? A I do not know. 

Q If thor e a r c only about four of you , surol y you know 'whother ho 1;JQS thore or 
nor ? AYes , I believe he YVil8 ther e . 

Q Who uarchoc."':. tho pri sGll10rs off in t hu nominG ? it I Qo not knOYi. 

Q Dic.:' you sec; t her:-! go ? l~ Yos . 

Q Wero there a ny o thor pri soners Ct t 03 t or odc ? 
fow hours l a t er . 

A Yos , they Darched off a 

Q Then Yiho CDDe in the truck vvi th you vihen you sot off ? A Storel . 

Q . And viho else ? A I do not kl10Yi. 

Q . The next niGht di d y ou sloep the ni:j1t in Cl. bCtrn ? , A Yes. 

GJ \lCtS thor e Ctnothcr bCtrn c l oso t o it: "thero the prisoner s slept? 

Q And SODO s t Ctb l es by it? .A Yes , tr"ere vrer e s t ab l es ther e . 

Q By toot tine were S'OLlC o f' the pri sonors sot .tine pr e tty WDrn 'out .? , 
A I do not knov4 

Q Dicl you s ee the prisoners Ctr r i ve th:l t n i Jh t ? A No. 

A Yos . 

Q iiihere "'-fOr e y ou Yvhen the prisoners arrivocl. ? A In tho oth or bn.rn. 

Q v{hero wer e Dor Ctncl Stof e l ? I co not YJlQw. 

Q Did you stay two ni~';hts Ctt Sees8n ? 

Q Did ' the p risoners stCty t YfO niGhts ther e ? A No •• 

Q They. Llarchecl on, c:ic:' they ? A -·'-os . 

Who stayed with you? A KrD.l-t , Kunz Ctnd ct few prisoners . I do no t lmow 
whe the r they 'were ill or vheth er t hoy ;)e l ol1Gec1 t o the cookhouse Ctnd helped to 
c ook , b ut they stayed with us . 

Q Wha t happened t o Stofel Ctnd fur ? A I clo not know. 

Q Did they s t D.y with you or di d they , ;0 on ? It They d i d no t s t Cty with 1l ~_ 

Q Why di d y ou no t go on ...-vhen t he prisol1o.r:·s went on ? A Declluso W6:,,-vle ro:.:'.· 

t old D. truck is soine; t o a rrive Ctne. we sh'\ll f vllovr the col.uu 1'l. 

Q Di d D.ny truck go vnth the c oluJn ? 
where they put 80De belongings on. 

A No , the pri sone rs had hanucarts 

Q' Wha t happe~ed. t o the f ood ? A 'de vv:li t ed th, vvhole cl.ay fo r tile truck 
t o a rrive , but it di d not a rrive . Kmft a nu Kunz tried their v@ry ;)est to 
get D. l orry SODevmer e in Seasen b ut they did not succeed either. 

Q So if the prisone rs a rrived a t Sa lz[::citter the f ollowi ng; night they 'would have 
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" . .. ....... 
I _ 

i s t he'!. t right ? 
in advance. For 

ne i ther the cook , the r a tion storCLlD.n , nor the r.ltion; 
A The prisoners h.a.d t heir r a tion a l ways f or :J. feV{ clays 
ins t anco , they ~.:o t 0. l oaf of breau.. . 'dell, they had t o 
tha tit ,mull!. I n.s t thcD for a f c-vv c1D.ys . 

cut it in such 0. way ' 

Q But Kro.ft Vf<lS not r en.lly ,fith then 0.11 the tiue .:i t a U t hen. He stay ed an 
extra niGht a t Sccs en Ylith you . I s tho.t riGht? A Yes . 

Q Anc the r.ltions which they V{ould be expectinc to a rriv e t hat night did not 
arrive ? A No , only t he next do.y. 

Q Wher o \..lid you p i ck up the prisonor s 8.13::1.in; 'where did you ·find t hou ? 
A In Sa lzgeitter . 

:l Dic1 you !enOYf they wore GoinS t o S.:ilzCoi tter ? A Yos. 

IJ Wha t time of c.!Jly (li d you p ick t hCi.l U}) in Sn.lz[:;ei t t e r ? A About noon. 

Q And they 'lilere s tillirr-. So.lz[3ei tter ? J.. Yes . 

Q How f a r (lid they Lur ch tho. t cby ? li. I do not know. 

, Q HoV{ f o.r i s it froD So. l zseittor t o Grosshchl en ? A I c10 not know~ 

Q HOYl f a r is Ohof ? A So.lz[3oitter , n. llother sto.tion. and the next is Ohof'. 
The second sto. tion froD So.lz(3ei tter . 

Q What tiDe di(l you get t o Ohof ? A .\.bout 8 0 ' clock. I lcnow i t beco.uso 
I Darched with the p risoners . 

IJ Did Stofel 8.n(l Dor unrch 'with the ~)risoners ? A Yes. 

Q Villo had cone on t o s ce if ther e 'ifiS a ny o.cco~.uow:1. tion a t Ohof ? 
"l.. I believ e Stofe l a nd Dor . 

Cl Hmv d.i'~~ they [:,0 ? "J.. Either on 'b icycles; I m.l not sure ;,vhet he r they 
(li d not se t n. lift in a car . 

Q Vvha t l"ktppened t o Kraft ? 
r a tions. 

A Kro.ft r euainC(l yn. th the truck with the 

Q Why c..i d you 'Ja lle ? A The truck Y,/'[tS t oo full up a nd I f elt quite 0.11 
riG"lt on tha t d.o.y, o.nc1 t her efor e I iJLlrehed. 

.-.' 

Q Had you been collecting stuff in the truck IlS you went a l ong ? 
truck vras bit: anc. once the truck was s'.1c'1.11. 

A Ones the 

Q l'I'hi t ho.ppened when you i~o t t o Ohof; where d i d you s t o.y there ? A Kraft, 
who vrent in front of us , he prepo.rcc.1 o.CCOLl'.10 ,,!Jl tion n.nll p r eparec1 a lso SOLle 
food ,vi th those peopl e vlho vere in the truck yd th hint 

Q Hoy, di d you se t froil So.lz.c;ei tte r to Ohof ? 
o.ft er Salz[3eitter . 

A Ohof i s the s econd sta tion 

Q Then how lUd you ~~et f r oLl Ohof t o Grosshehlen ? A In the truck. 

Q Villa caDe in the truck with you ? 
n. lso Steinb usch . 

~ 

Q "ViM t !1:'l.ppcned to Dor a nd S t of el ? 

A Kraf t , Kunz a nd the prisoners , and 

A I do not knov,,_ 

QAt a ny r 8. t e , they did not con e "in th you ? A No. 

Q I n f n,ct , except for this very short j ourney when you started [I. t uidc1ay n,nd 
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jus t ,Jarchod two stat i ons , you VfCrc never vr.i.th Stofcl aml Dor vvhcn t hey VfCr0 

yvl th this transport , 'der e you? A Ovcr nigh t. 

G .L~nd they c oull.l' ho.vc shot half t11u trn.nsport a lo11,G t11G road o.ncl you Yloul cl never 
. have knovm, .... -{Qul d you? A \7011 , yes, am:' a nyvfD..y I was not int erested i n 
it , because I v~as stil l ill. 

Q When you Got t o Grosshehlen you a r r ived there first with Kraft a nd eonpany, 
When <li <.1 S tofcl a nd Dor arrive ? ;\. In the eveninc 'Ni th the prisoners . 

Q They Ik'\cl not gone ahead and chos en the a ccolJuodati on then ? A They went 
very often a nd So.Yf about aeeODL1ocb tion. 

Q I aLl tal king about the cby you go t to Grosshohlen. A I do not know. 

Q Were t hey in the truck vvlth you tha t c1;)..y , or wero they not? (Aft er a pause). 
Have ;Jou the sliehtest idea ? A I do not know. 

Q When you go t t o Grosshchlen y/here "-lO r e you aCC0L1r_10~"..te(1 ? A A barn agai n. 

Q Was tha t the s aDe barn ::,-s the l')risoner s ? A That was tho s aLlO barn, a ncl 
t ha t wus Yfhcre 'i{C YlCr e supposed t o s l eep , but it etlDe othen-r.i.s e . 

Q The S. S., the prisone r s a nc1 yours elf vvere ::1.11 going t o sleep t ogcther i n tho 
. SDue barn, were you? A Yes . 

Q When the p r i soners o.rri vod, who. t wo.s the firs t thi ng that ho.pponecl ? 
A Food Wo.S distributed. 

Wh o gUr..'lrdocl the prisoner s 'ifhi l st i t Wo.s bc i ne clistrlbutecl ? 
thins t he prisoners yront i nto the bo.rn, 0.11 of the:D , o.nd there 
beeuusc thoy were very tiroll, o.ncl thon onc o.f t or the other YID.S 
door tlhd Go t breo.d o.nc1 i.la r L1_'llo.do , or whtl t eve r thor e was . 

A The f i rst 
they sat down 
l e t out of the 

\} Who. t happenod t o t he S. S. ? .1. They Stlt clovffi and then 0. cluty rost~r vvas 
pr epar ecl for gunr J. c"1.ut i os , oeQauso Quri ;n::; tho niJ;ht Gua r ds ·were a lso put 
r ound the caap. 

Q At what perioc1 of 0.11 this clid the officer CODe up ? 
o.n hour or three- qUL1..rters of a n hour. 

A After about hal f' 

Q Where wer e the S. S. all this tiue ? A Those who hall c;oor c1 duties were 
on GU£lrd. The others s~ t dovm o.nl so. t -Ivi th the prisoners or were co. tinge 

Q How ufI.ny vror e c;u 'lrdin:::; ? A I c~u not kno·w. 

Q Wer e the prisoners 0.11 ins i c.:'o thc Ylrn a'=;C1.in ? A They ywr e s i tting on 
the grass . I o.u no t quite surc whdhor tlll of thcL1. OOc1 their r o.tions , or 
,,;rhe ther SOLle of thou Vfcr e s till in~i(lo in t he bo.rn. 

~ And \~!ero wer e you s i ttin& ? A In the vicinity of the prisoners . 

Q Who wero you sittinc; vlith ? A s t c inbusch . 

Q Anybody else ? A Yes . Vie were; o.l so f or a tine o.t l cas t in the nei ghbour-
hood 'wher e prisoners YlGr o p l o.yinS; they ho.cl a n orches tra a nd they Dade SODe 
r.1Usic. 

, 
Q How YIDS it you co.:. .• o t o over-hco.r vln t was so.i d betvlGen Stofel a nd the 

officer? A I was ther e standinG in the vicinity, nearby. 

r:J Dicl you not se t 0. t er r i b l e shock when you hco.rd a n S. S. nan tell a n S. S. 
officer that he woulc1 no t do as he was told ? A I do not Imow. I clid not 
ImoYf toot he YfD..S a n officer . A:i:ryvfD..y , I be l i eve there ymr e two o.nd I clid not 
l ook very .closo o.t hir.1 
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( " 
J An S.8. officer weo.rs quite a. different unif'oni., does he not ? l\.. Yes , 

thD.t i s ~)oss ible , but I G.id. not l ook . 

Q Did not Stofel jur.lp to his feet o.ne1 click his heel s ? A I ' (10 not know. 

(~ When an S. S. officer o.rrives , S. S. other ranks pay SODe s ort of i.1o. rk of 
. o. ttention, (10 t hey not ? A Yc~) . 

Q Did not Stofcl eOi.lO to a ttention ::1. t loo.st when he spoke t o those officers? 
Did he no t co.ll his other S. S. Llen up ? A I do not know'. 

, Then (1i d Stofal (3;0 a way yfi th t he officer ? 
h e went ',vi th the officer , I (10 not know'. 

A I know he Y{Cnt , but whether 

,'J Were you not Yv::J. tchinc; 0.11 r a. ther excited about this , th.'1.t you ui[3:ht have t o 
pack lZ) anlL Dove off 0. t that tLle of nic)1t ? A Yes . We ',-/erc c,lrooUy 

. exci tell t h.'1. t VlG had t o nave o.so.in, o.nd t o pack, ~vell, the r o yvn.s nothins t o 
pn.ck. 

Q 'Y!ere there not 0. lot of r Q tions to be pc.cked ? A TIn t wo..s left behind. 
The prisoner s 11: ul t o f a ll in .:.:.nc1 then the rations vrere brou3l1t o.ftenvn.rc1s . 

(j Who. t clid a.ll tht..: 3. S. J,Ua.rc1s clo wlion the prisoners f oIl in ? 
GUD.rds hall t o f a l l in as ·.vcll. 

Q They 0.11 fell i n t oo , di c1 they? A I do not Imow how r:nny stayed. behind.. 
I Imo"i'f th:l t Kr aft [~nd. Kunz s t ctycd ;)ehind. 

Q But clid the l.n jority of theD f a.ll in vihen the prisoners did? A Yes . 

'~ Did they ;':;0 off with t he p risonors ? iI.. Mos t of then went behind then, 
because t hey were umble t o kec:!.) up the pa ce vr.i th the prisoners . 

r} Vfha t , tho S. S. could not keel) up yr.i th the :;!risoners ? A Well, the S. S. 
Den had to carry their rifles a.nd the p:c-is one rs they ho.d, D.})art frOD t he two 
blnnket s , hardly o.nythins a t Qll, ;)ecD.use o.nything who.t they h.'1.d of personal 
bel ons ings was thrown o.wo.y c1urinE:; the j ourney . 

Q "Yha t did Dor do ? 11 I ,10 no t leno,-." 

What d id St ef el do ? A In thc l)eginninc he r er:lained with U f , but later on, 
when the interval bctween the prisoners o.nd us b ecm.lo t oo big, then he started 
t o vTalk quickly. 

You set off a s \lell then , diLL you, "fhen the; S. S. 1.1on did ? A Yes . 

rJ Nov, if soneone were t o say that t he S. S. L'.en y~rc not in the SDl.1C bQrn a s 
thc prisoner s at 0.11, but wer e a t I GCls t 50 or 60 yQrds ayv::J.Y Qnd thQt the 
prisoners were t aken 9.'\ny witrjcut the S. S., that would be wronG, would it ? 
A Yes , tha t i s conpl at e l y ·' lrons . 

Q An~l, of cours e , if yot;, "lere folloyri:"1~; behincl, a nd the S. S. Den" or the Gr eat er 
po.rt of the:.l,. hall sone on in f r ont , you 110 not kno'i/ viho was firing rifles and 

Q 

who .vas not , <lo you ? A The Wa ffen S.S. car.1e llllCc1i a t el y D. nc. shot into 
the a ir n,nl1 cren. t e (l throuGh this a lla nic o.DOl'13S t the prisoners . 

But yi'ncn the prisoners vent rushinG off up the road, t oo fo.s t for tho poor 
S. S. !.lOn t o CCl. tch thc,~1 , a nd the S. S. nen runnin:~ behiud then, an(l you were 
vvo.lkinC further blCk with Stofol [tncl passinG corpses as you YlGnt, hOYT clid you 
ImN{ who shot thcLl ? A It wo..s no t necessary thD.t the S. S. Den - I Dean 
our S. S. ;~lon froJ.1 our transport - whoulcl Yv::J.lk so very Cluickly, beco.use the 
Wo.ffen S. S. suar ds were with the J?risoner~. 

But you have told us th..nt your S. S. Den fell in a t the s ane tiDe a s the 
prisoners , and followed the pri soners off clown the road? A Yes , l)ut 
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the prisonors were t oo quick for the S.S. 

J ll..nd y ou so..y Stafel waJJcod OO'iJ11. the road vd.th you? 
on he vmnt a bit quicker. 

A Yes; b ut then l a t er 

:'2 How f [Lr dovm tho r oad did he [JP with you ? A About hnlf the distc'l.nce. 

iJ The'1. t i s o.llout h[Llf of the distance before you found the prisoners, do you 
ne[Ln ~ A Yes, 

Q Then clid ho hurry on aft er the prisoners t o try and ca teh then up ? 
A Yes . 

Cl Of' oourso ~ thnt 'iUS a VlO.Y fron the CorJI]andant and the Waffen S. S. lnr ty, \-ru:; 

it not ? A Yes ~ away f'roo then~ 

'.J And. it i s quito untrue if h e says he wont back to ask the COr.L:u:ndDnt f or a 
truck and. so on '? A I do not know, 

f} You know, [LS a LlD. tte r of f act. d:i.d you ever seo a:r;y Warfen S. S. the:ro [L t all ? 
A Yes , 

C} -viThon -.;,rerc you f irst [Lsked t o give evidence about this? A Hor.:: in prison 
i n Luneburc , ono Sun.Ciay, Su.ndJiy week .. about a fortnight ago~ 

Who asked you t o give evidence about it -" 
DcfcnJin8 Officer with an into!preter. 

A . One officer h er e ; onc 

Q I just want t o a sk you one l a st thing , and that :i.s about Kraft. HOYl often 
vmr e you YQ th Kraft in this j ourney'? A NearlY all the tiDe. 

CJ Do you knovl Kraft has nev er l.lentioood you t o the Court at all ? 
not knovr. 

A I do 

Q Hoy; ~Juch of the tLl(; 'wor e you 'in th Stofel ? A The eveningsll a nd tbe ' 
Dornings be:fore they uo.rched off • 

. -:1 Do you know St oi'el ha s never uen'tioned you to the Court a t all? A I do 
not kl1.0YI whether Stof el, KrD-ft a nd Dor 1m0W that I was a va ilabl e , thLLt I W[L3 

her e . 

Q L et us l eave this lX1.rty altogether and go on t o the question of Klara Opitz . 
Forse t any thins tha t you nay ha ve seen vrri tten down and jus t t ell DC this. 
Why do you say tJk"..t Kl ara Opitz ,fQS never a t Bergen.Belsen befor e you so t 
there ? A I arri vOll o n the 13th vii th Kln.ra Opi tz with a trn.nsport in 
Delsen. 

You t old us toot befor e , but vrhat I '-lnnt t o know is this. Of course you 
had been t o Bel son bef or e , on the 1 1~1 , had you not , and t4en l oft on t he 
12th? A Yes . ' 

Who did you report t o yrhol1 you Go t thor e t he'!. t night on t he 11 t h ? 
A We net Hoessler ~~Jvdiately. Ho COL1C i n his car a nd we r eported at once 
t o, hiD. 

:~ Where <lid Hoesslor CODe to in hi s car ? A On the r ond towards Dergen. 

Q Is that dmID by t he s ta t i on ? 'A Yes , quite near t o the st3. tion, 

'-;] Did you tw.l t the eoltnn there a nd he'1. vo n t nl k with hiD ? A No 1 the 
prisoners a r rived at Delson bc:forc us . Steinbusch, uy self, ancl ~J.l1o ther 
unterscharf~~cr - v~rewalkinc nea r the ration lorry. 

1 Why wore you wnlkin 13 ? A Bocause we 80t , only a horse driven ca r then, 
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n.nc1 thn. t \fcl S Duch sr.ullor so thn. t wo coulel not Go t i n at a ll; it 'fcJ.S full . 

Q Whore were Stof ol a nd Dor a t thistiJ.lo ? A I saVi Stofel la t er on in 
the Pn.nzer School training barrn.cks , b ut then no [.lore. 

Q Had you no t soon hin Qt all durinc thn. t day? Whon did Stofe1 leave the 
pln.ce you slep t tho niGht D.. t Grosshohlon ? A I SD..Y, Stofol on that day 
for n. short while. I believe he left Grosshehlen ynth the prisoners . 

!J What did you say t o Hoessler when you ,;lO t hin. ? A Vfe reported. out 
arri v.J.l n.ncl asked hin "vhethor the other D..ufs oh erin frod I.1y a rbei ts working 
kor;JjJ.ando had D..rrivod in tho f.1en.nt i rle . 

vfho v{er e they ? A Tho sru)O a ufs eherin as I t 

Q Did they arrive ? A 1l. f eY, hn.cl a rrived butcontinucd their journey 
tov-mrds Neucma:UJDe, D.nd others Y{erc wounded throu8h a ir-ra i (1s . 

Q Where did Hoessler t oll you t o go to ? A Ho told us to CODe l a ter D..nd 
s ee hi n a nd then he Y{oul c1 discuss hoy, VfO should Ge~ t o NeUenSDI_JDo. 

'J Vfhere di d he send you to in the Deantiuo ? A Ho did not say any thins an(l 
we ca rrietl on to go near this r n. tion l orry t o the Panzer WemYl8.cht barracks .. 

Q -Wher o did you s:pcnc1 the ni:J,ht ? Il. Thoro wore SODO barracks 'whore 
troops slept n.ne1 the r e ymr c SODe rOODS on the f irs t floor , D..nd I just wantecl 
t o lie down when St eiribusch CD':,_'C ancl told nc that YfC had t o go on :i..r;nodia tcly 
an~_ report t o Ober aufsehorin Volkonrn. th. 

{J Die"l you so and report t o VolkenrD. th ? A Yes, we vont , but Volkonrath 
yw..s asleep Qnd she mcl cC dq)uty 'Hho wn.s awake , but vc did not ,{ant to wake 
VolkenrQ th f or tha t Lla tter b ocn.us c our transport vvhich was t o go t o N ouenglli3(.1e 
left .)Dly in the Dornins , so in the !~lornins wo 'Vlent n.nd Sn.Yf Volkonra th. 

Q Anc vvho was VoD<onrath ' s doputy ? A Gollasch. 

QAt what tiDe c"lid you start the next Llornine ? A Wc had to se t up a t 
4 or 5 0 ' clock and thon, '/7h8n wo got out frOD the barracks , there iYOr e 
several n.ufseherin [Cnd they ,,"{er e r eady yrith their luggp.gc . 

J So on the nicht of the 11th/12th, your total stay in tho barracks was froD 
aft or Volkenrath went to bed until 4 o ' clock tho next nornins , V/n.s it ? 
A Yes , froD D.bout Didni2,:ht until .ibout 4 or 5 0 t clock. 

(J An(l the next Dorning, 'whilst it was f3till dark, you ,-.rore put into trucks a nd 
t akon off to NcuengQDDe; is thQt rij;ht ? A Ther e cane sevoral care- ' 
which Yler e alroady full, but s till they ,Jade r OOD ·for us and we continued 
our journey in those . 

Q This being a t 4 0 t c l ock in tho no rnin,::; , in the clD..rk <? A Yes . 

t'..: Then how on earth do you knoYl Yfhethcr Klara Opitz was ever a t Bergen- Belsen 
before you caLle b3.ck on the 13th. You only SD..'l:I the place for a few hours in 
the ebrk ? A I have seon Klara Opitz in Grosswcrhter a nd. f or tho first 
tiDC af t er GrossYfehrter I saw her in Nouengru~1De. 

(J When hac"l you l ast seen hor in Gr ossYVehrter ? A On tho 22ncl or 23rd 
March, 1945, jus t before I fell ill. 
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Rc- exo.L1inccl by C~U'TAIN CORBluLY • 

. J You said tha t you YfOre Given a typcwri tten paper on which was t ypecl what 
you wer e goinc to say about Kla r a Opitz. Ha ve you received a ny such.paper 
telling you what t o say about Dor ? 
A No o 

Q Or Stofel ? 

A No. 

Q Have you eve r been t o l cl Y/ha t t o say in this Court about either Dor or Stofel ? 

i\. No. 

(~ Whon you were intcrvicvyec.l by the Defenc.ing Ofi'icer Yvho you s aw a fortnight 

aGo, di d he tell you to say in this Court anything which was not the. truth? 

11 No. 

(2 Now you sai d that 'when Dor nnd Stofel p i cked you up in this truck a t I\.l ein 

Mi ttelbau they sai d they would take you to Bel sen. 

COLONEL BACKHOUSE : I nu afraici. she di d not say that, She said they would 

t ake her t o Grosswehrter. Vmen they cot t o Grosswehrter the ober aufs eherin 

sai d , "-YYc 'will take you t o Mi ttclbau" ~ She was not going t o Delsen. 
... . 

CAPI'AIN CORDiULY (To the witness ): You said that Dor and St ofel t ol d you a t 

Grosswehrter they would take you to Bel sen ~ccause that v~s vmere they were 

goi ng ? 

A They just sai d : "You can CODe nlons yn th us~ beca use we 'were not ab l e t o 

walk that di stance . 
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Q Did they in fact say th8t . they were going to Bel son? A. I cannot 
rempmbc r exactly what they snid I but I suppose so bocause otho r vvise wc 
would not hnve gono \vit h thorn . 

THE JUWE ADVOCATt}: I do not underst o. nd 0.11 this . I have 0. note thnt vrhen 
they took thb girl bnck to the place she wnnted to go to s he wo.s then told 
to :::0 t o Belson . Then I understood Stofe l o.nd Dorr so.id: flY/e o.re !3oi D[~ t o 
Belsen nnd YlO will. t tlke you" . 

COL. 3ACKhOUSE: Thct is quite rir:ht . I think the defence [11'0 just trying to 
mc:kc sure it dous not remnin so . 

". 
CA-FT . COR5).LLY: . (To t he '.7itno ss) In fnct \70.S the col urnn p rocoodine in the 

c1 iroction of Belsen nt thnt timo ? A. I did not knmv "whero Bolsen 'i,[lS 
.si tuntod Md how t o r,e t thoro I so I loft cverythin,n; to tho men. 

Q You sn'id in ,~nsYlOr to the prosecutor thc.t Ohof wns the next stntion but 
one fr om SnlzGeittor . YEll you oxpl[lin whnt you mc r.n by tho next stntion 
but onc? Arc you spcakine nbout r ni l way stntions? A. No; the distnnce 
betvvoe n Salzge ittor and Ohof is , I believe, nbout 60 ~ilometres , Dnd about 
half W[lY was [\ Village whe ro Y,O hClc1 n rest . The villar,e was burnt d OYin for 
the l c.r8e r part of it . 

(,; When you s ny y"u had n rest i n this burnt eut Vill age J do you mOan you spont 
tho night thero? .i~ . Yos . 

(J It hns boon put to you by t he prosocutor that Dorr and Stofelc ould hnvo shot 
prisoners in their c ol umn nll d ny 10l1G nnd you vv-ould not have knOi.fn nnything 
about it bocnuso you uere not Hit h the c () lurrm duri~ the dny . If p.risoners 
we re sho t at night t imo v,:)uld you havo knov.fn ? A. No . 

CAFT . CORBiJ.,LY; I t h ink t hc Yii tnoss d oos not lU.1.dorstand . I triod t o say if 
any of tho prisoners h['.d boen shot would .she hnve known . 

THE PRESIDENT : She got hold of the wr oll8 t hing . I think you sdd: "If [lny 
prisoners hnd beun shot o.t ni[3 ht Yv0 u1d you have kndWn" . 

C~l.FT . CORB.i'.LLY: Yes , but r.1J interproter tells me t hat the sentence in German 
y{hen tl:'-ansl ['.ted Vlns: liDo you knaVE if D.ny pr isa ners Vlo re she t [It niGht" . 

Trill PRESIDENT: Put till questbn ['.gnin . 

CJ..r-1' . COiIi1.LLY: (To tho witness) The question wns : if eny of the prisoners 
h8c1 been s hnt c1ur il1l3 the n i ght t ii .o , -,-m ulc1 you hD.ve knmm nb 0ut it ? 

"... . Cert8inly . 

r Or nt any time bof:>r o the marchinr; c ')lumn l11.Qved off o.nc1 while you were with 
the trD.nsp IJrt am were st ill in the st£'.[; i Il('; c amp the nieht before ? l~ . Yos; 
I knOlTl thnt in ono of these p1 8cos s ome of t he prisoners esoG.ped . It was 
the 1 [:l.Goral tester and s omo ') thc r pr is:mer . 

Q .Did no t you in f aet sporrl every ni .:~htoxeopt one Ylith the pl' is 'lners ? 
A. With t he excepti nn ')f the ni[;ht at Soesen . 

(J I am noW gOing t 'J ask ys-u one or tvJO quosti " ns nb out Grosshelen. iJ'ter they 
had t o report whn n1nde the prisonors f311 in on their way t n Grosshelen ? 
A. They Vio r e the men of the SS of t hnt Field Unit . 

(; Wh) were the p0 0ple v/h') we re firi D[': shots in the nir? ';1. . Tho s omo. 

Q Who We re t he poople who mnc1e p ris nners mnrch ()Ut am df)wn the rOD.d s e fnst 
that Y 0 U c 0uld not keep up yvith them? A. Also the S81lle peqie of this SS 
Field Unit . 
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r; What did you think when YClU saW these bad ios- - - -

001. Bi£lKIDUSE : The opi n ion of the wi tness c an hardly be of i ITTI?ortance t o 
the c ourt r)n e quest i on of fact. I must ob ject t o thnt quest i on . 

THE Ju:rx;.~ "l.DVOO •• T:i5 : I CIa not think she sh()uld be asked t hat , Oc.pt a in 
O '~ rb?lly . You Can put it s one . othe r way , but WO d0 not Ylant t () knOVf Ylhnt 
yr ns in her Dim. 

O;..:FT. OORB;;LLY: (T 0 tho . ·witness) When you S [\H these doad bod i es l yi nr, on the 
side 'If t he r oad outs i de the vill aGe, YlCre y -:: ur c omrades f r om the SS with 
Y0U or Yf i th tho priS0TIers? 1~. TheY' we re still vr i th us. 

THE JUWE ... ..nVOO ... .TE: i .. b"ut what tiDe ':Jf nie ht was it you s aYI t hose e i e ht 
deacl bndiot! ? ~',. . It was ab '!ut ei r~ht o ' clock. It Y/as gottin,:-'; rather 
dnrk and! vftf°8aught t he c r:lumn up aGai n it Vlas Quite dark • . 

r, Were they all dead ? A. Yes . I run qui t o sure they woro dead . 

I, ... 

Diu anyb ocly examin~ them or try t o sec if they wanted any as s istance if 
thoy Vlero wJundod? A. No , I cl 0 not knoYf . 

Did you bother t ·o stop a n10ment Clnct se.o y,hothe r you c ould nssist any of 
t hose pe "ple a t all t o make sure t hey really were dead? A. Only the 
siGht of thorn Yl i t h their br a ins smashed mElcle us feel quite ill • . 

Did you he ar nf a si~le person havi~~ been wounded that night ? 
A. I do not kno"'" 

That is n0t an anm7e r t Cl my qucsti" n . I Elm ('.;o ine t o put the questinrs t o 
you until you .').nsrfOr them. Did you hoar fr om anybody that night that nny 
of the prisoners harl been \"i')linll od? i... No . 

So far as you k nG\7 , did Stofe1 or D')rr make any onqulr~es t :J seo ';{hether 
any of the peopl e f or v/hom they we r o responsible h1Y! beon vvoll."1uecl ? 
~l. . I do not knovf . 

Do you t h i nk it Yf[J.S possible in the c onditions of thnt ni[~ht that firi~ 
c oula havo t nk en place With')ut S,)Ile people bc iYl[~ w:>unucl1 as Yl0 11 [J.S 
!J thors bo ilr; k illed ? A. It is possible that s ':D1eb Gdy has beon wnun~e(l 
f") r s "uo ho.ve been wounded , but I have not seen [J.nybx1y . 

So it c (~nes bnck t o this that ove ry person you sav{ vrho hEld boen sh')t on 
that ni [;ht had d ic.,'<3. mil had rot been merely wounded? i. . Yos , they have 
been killed . 

i. NIEMBER OF THE OOURT: Did I unde rstnnd you t o s ay thcy Yvcre all s hot i n tho 
hcad? ... . .~s f nr a s I have se on, yes • 

..:..NOTHER MEMBER OF ThE COURT: Oould you t oll us a bit morc nb out t he shed nt 
Grosshc1en? Was it a shod 'Hith open aides or Was it encl'>sec1? A. It 
\Vns a st one bui1d iIl£3 with onc l ar [;e i3nt e mrl insirl e thore wns n sec ond 
f1 nor. 

Q Did it have a d00r or a i3ate DID (~ ic1 t he walls r each up t o the r oof? 
I.. There Was a l ar i3e Gate in t he Dic1<11e of the Yla11 arrl t hen there were 
tw') snal1 dO'lrs at the t W!J enus of tho wall, and the "-{811s we re goi~ up 
t o the r OQf, except on onc side where there Vias a small sec ond floor. 
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. ,,' . - I _. - ~" -. '.,.. 
" .. ~ • I • 

ChPr . NE"WE : E-of0re the witness \yithJravvs, as far as I DJll [J:ivo.re onc of the 
exhibits 'which the le arned pr '"l see ut ~)r ho.ndcd in early this [lftcrn:Jon was 
El dooument in G<..; rman, and , o.s the learnocl Jul!r;o L.Clvooatc hos pointccl out 
t o thQ c :)Urt, as far as hc is oonce rned ·this d rcUl:lcnt jr£)ans nethine . 
Therefore, v{ ith y our permission I nh r)Uld l:ikc t o real! out the El181ish 
versi-' n of ' thaf cJocunent o.nc1 hand in tho Enclish translation as DJl exhibit . 

THE PRESIDENT: Very~e ll. 

O.t'"PT. NEAVE : flSt at ement by Gcrtruc1e Neurnann . I was born on 19th Februnry 
1922 in Tanoha near Leipzic . I [\)"11 a German subjeot and unmarried . Durin,r; 
the 'ifar I Yv''' rkecl in n muni ti"' n fnot0ry - first in Leipzic until Mny 1 941+, 
and then the faot ory was trnnsferror] t o Murchensten in the Suc1cten Gan, 
s outh of Dro sden . I Wns the re until 9th J S.UUal'y ·· 1945 nn::1 on the 10th of 
J anuary I was f oreed t o j oin the SS. I was thon sont on a oourso ,..,f 
instruction t n Lanc onhilan . The c ~,urso l as to,,,! threo wo oks. Aftor tho 
o ourse I wont baek t o tho f actory in Murchonsten. I m:; t Klora Op itz at 
tha t time - the be~ innir:r; of February . On t he 9th or 10th of 1'Iarch the 

. whole fact nry stnff o.nc1 internees ho.G t o mov e t o Gross 17erhter . I wont 
sick thero o.n(; W3.S· s ent t C'l h0spit a:i. o.t Mittelbau, Nor l!hausen . I sh ')uld 
have been oper atel1 on there, but tho camp Y{ns bombed nnd I Was slJnt ~)ack 
t o Gr oss "iierhter • Fr om Gr :)ss Vlerhtor I wns s ent in a CDr t o Nordho.uscn. 
Fr om N0r r"!hauson I Y[as sont t o Bul s;Jn anc1 arrivocl there in the avonine:; .of 
the 11 th April 1945 . At 0400 h ,...,urs on 1 2th ~'.U[~ust l1e uo re all ordered t o' 
Co t o Neuencomme . il.t NouengaE1lnC I mat Klara Opitz [lSCl in. On the 13th 
I travellcd back k llo lsen in tho GLunO tr ans port 3.S Klnro. OIlitz . I nover 
saw Klnra Opitz beat anyono". It is in my avm harihvri ti:n[: . 

Tfili: JUIXi.E ... j)iTOC1 .. TE: Elchibit 138 ,'!ill bocorao t hru o dccuments insi:;end of tv70. 

THE PRESIDENT: lPVG you nny questions on the po ints rCliseu by the c r;urt ? 

CAFT . qORDALLY: No . 
(The yv itnc.3 G vr ithdrqvvs ) 

C.tH . OORBiJ.,LY; I will nO'i{ co.ll my nuxt \-vitness Erikl3. Ccconi. 

EHIKA CECONI is c ~lled in nnd havirlfJ been duly 
SVi orn is examinee} by C • ..PTiUN OORBALLY as f oll owl3 : ~ 

Q V/ hat is your f ull neme ? 

r:: Whero and when wore you horn? 
neDr Celle . 

( Are you a Gormati ? A. Yes . 

(t Are you married or singl o ? 

;:... On . the 1 Oth 'March 1 91'8 in GrosshOhlen 

............. - . -~ . 

( Whore were you livi:n;~ on the 10th i..pril of this ye er ? 11. • In Grosshohlon • 

( 'V/ere you l i vin;3 in nny par ticular house in Gr ')sshchlon? ).\.. I am livinc 
in an inn Zurlind o . 

Q \"~ero the'1jjo any Germa n troo11s quart0ror2 or billeted in yO'\J:r guost house ? 
J... . Yes . 

Cl De Y b U know wha t , units they belonco(1 t n ? 1\. . N., . 

~ w~t ty.fJ~, of troops 1"11'01'0 they , infnntry or vThat ? 
thoy WGro SS o.nJ, inf o.ntry , but I Co not knovv . 

) 

J.. I do not know' ) 

C" Worc the'se the troops whQ 'were billeted in your Cucst house? A. I do 
not know; there were seve-ral d,iff'oront- units thore . 
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~ Do y~u mean t o say there were several d iffere nt units who had a r oom in 
y -mr Juest house? A. I cannot say bec ause in the villaGe there v;ore 
i ifferunt units . There Yle re inf cmtry, SS , and Panzer units ; they C[l)11e and 
wont , and I c anna t say . 

(~ You have t ~ld us that there were several d ifferent types in tho v ill a.::; 0 , 

but I am speakinG ab""l ut your own hnuso , troops Who wore bi.llotocl in yOUJ:' 
h ouse or who hcc1an office there . .I.' • • SS Tr ')ops ancl \lohrmacht tr oops . 

G Dp you r(;mombe r .::my lcr~ ;o boc:y of l.)oopl e a rriviYlG in the villaco ()f Gr Qss:. 

r 
" 

hohlon on th...o. t evenin,c~ ? A. I have seen prisoners from c oncentration ., , . ,.0 
camps . 

~i cl you actuo.~ly sce them marchiYlG i nto the villaGe ? 
only whon they vrorc E1archiYl0 off . 

Had ynu seen nnythiYl0 of them af t or they arrived in the villaGe am bofore 
t he y n1arc hed off? L. . Yes , I hea r (l them playing music arrl thon I went 
out .:mu l o:J.kec~ at them . 

1~'here Ylere they when you l ookell a t thom ? H . OP'J?osito thore VI as a barn. 

Do you kno'il the c ircumstnnces i n w'hi ch t hoy left Grosshohlen that night? 
A. I do not know . 

Cl You said Yr:Ju S aW t hem leDving; c an y()U describe hoW they left? ~~ . They 
wore in [;00d or de r , but they seemed v ery tired, and I had never seen 
IJrisonors fr om c nncontration c aq)s before and I 'wns very deeply move(l and 
shockod . 

r, Did .you s o 0 anythil"l£ r:J f the gt:W6 Y~ i t h the pr isoner:s ? 
know of .smy ~ti.a:ro s. 

1 • • No , I cl 0 not 

I; . You s ay tho prisoners vlore tired ; v,roro they·walkinG sl dWly, quickly, or 
what? .ti. . I t was D s ort of norma::" pace , but I had the impression .that 
they we re t ired . 

Be f ore they stnrte l marchin:: out of t he vill aee 
whilo thoy 'we re i3ctt i 11i3 r enc.1y t ~C:; c'ut? A. 
house I he arcl tvf0 s hots, but I cl 0 no t knm7 what 

. , 

had you heard any noisos 
Ye s , clurins my stay in the 
t hey ....-rere . 

r~ Do I 0ndcrstanc1 you rir;htly vv hen you s ny you SEW'" none of the gua:tfts at all ? 
A. No , I have no t a very :~re[\t i deo about gU.aMS , and I do not know even 
'who would be a guard or who w DS a J uard . I Cl 0 not )01.0\-" . . 

~ . "i{ ore thoro a l arGO nur,1bor of SS i n t he vill a[;o or just [\ fa.jV? J>. . I do 
not knoYi about that . 

;~fte r tho prisDners had 80ne d id you notice the di roetion in Yfhich thoy 
Yfent? A. I dJ not know . I SaVf only hOVI thoy p~ssod our h ' ]ise . I did 
not lo~ further . 

Q Is Y0ur house in the. main ro[\~ ? A. YeS. 

(. Lot mo p ut it t h is 'Nay ; wore :they marchiYlG t cwrards Cello or mvay fr om 
Colle? ~~ . Away fr ')m Collo., ,and I believe t owards :i3crgon, but I cannot · 
say because ~fter my hrmse thero are s ome cross,;,r0ads and ' one r oad leads 
t o Munster . . '- . ~ 
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_. i", .h .... " ". " • .l •. '.. ' t · ... d I j. ..... 

" 

Q Did you hClVO c ccnsion to Ylo.lk 'Up t hnt rond in the clirootion of Borgon thnt 
evoni ng? L . I cl id not . 

E'!,JOR ~ril~TfDOD: No quest i c;ns . 

IvILJ OR liiUlIiRO : No quostions. 

Ol.'?r . FIELDEN: No quost i ons. 

Oi..c?T . :?HILLI:.>S: No quostbns. , 
LT . BOW: No quosti',~ns. 

OLOT . HJNRO: No CJ.u estions. 

LT . .:r:cDRZEJO';IIOZ: No CJ.uest i ons. 

Oross- exCl!:li notl b;r qOL. DLO~J{Opsc._ 
S e) 

(} 7.ihClt LloVOl!. you and sl1.ockcc', you/ahon you snw those l, risonor s? BeeCluse 
theY;~lDclo Cl ver-J tirell i LTp r ossi on, enl thon the uniforu 'ymich thoy y{ere 
vronri ng , . I hDc1 nover soon thDt beforo , nnll thon tho ,.hol e nt t ituu.e of their 
walk or thoir novoL;ent . 

TKC JUDGE :..nVOO;,TE : Di(~ y ou ho.vo t o lonv e your house o.t all becnuse of fighting 
r ound o.bout t hnt tiue? 1,.. No . 

Q rbs thoro nn neroc1r oL1e or D l)risonor of Vln r caUp , or any sort of a Co.Dp , 
Dnywher e nenr your villDge? ".0 No . 

Q Do you knowanyvmore in that neighbourhooC:L ...-more thero i s o.n olcl Russinn 
prisonor of \7n r CC. LTp , Dn o.er o<lr one? 1l.. No . 

HErffiCR OF THe OOURT : Did y ou h eo. r the t YiO shots f ired just befo re the 
prison~rs -:')0. ssmi e r O-f t er YlD. rits? "' a No , I t hink it wo.s just before 

. tho p ris'Jners LDr choC:l off .. 

iJ{OTHTIR l ffiTI:.ffiER OF THE COURT: ;.bout vlhnt tiuo woul c.l t hat be? ' . I do not 
Imoyr eXDctly; it ui j1t ho.ve been [~Gven or it ni ght have bee n eight; I do 
not reL'/eubor . 

Q Yih nt WO- s the light like; VlnS it [!;et t i nG <lnd::, or ','{hat? 
rencnbcr oXnetly; it Lust havo boon o.bout <lusk. 

L. I <lo not 

Q Tho f ar Ll i s i ns i de tho villo.ge? ",. Yes , it YIO-S inside an::l it W'D. S nearly 
oppos ito our h ouse , O-n 01(1 f a rD 'Ih ieh '\10.s hot hob ito.tol~ - n llosortod farn. 

Q i <l you soo any con:roion ymilo t ho ) risonors v-roro thoro? L.. Thore Y{as 
bpywny n 00Lbtion nlro[\lly bofClr e in th o villo.go, 0.n::1 'when t J10 c :) ncontrntion 
c~::rp ;"r isonors startoc-:' t J j) l c.y S:)Lie LlJ.s ic of c c>urso ch ildren r;O-therod 
nrou~'l(LnnJ t he c ';'L1c tiol1 gro'iT b i g.:..;o r . 

Q ymo.t f\ bout 'liv!lon the p risonors ucvo :~ off? ,,~. I <li <..l net SOD vory i:uch 
only-vv!l~ thoy LlDrcholl pO-st; I Yfent (:lUt [ll1l1 l OGk ccL f or 0. E ttle vrhilo o.nl 
t hen wont in o.gO- in s o I <l i e!. no t f ol Io'''' it Ul) very olosoly_ , 

;'k"'lTHER IvIE}I;ffiER OF THe OOURT: If ther e hncl boen 0. prisono r of wn r cnDp or an 
o.oroc1ro ne wi t lh.r, '.Joy , ton kilotlct r os of y "ur village do you think you 
yvoul ll hove b10Yll'1 nbout it? :~ . There is o-n o.ero<lroDo in the noir;hbcurhoo<l 
of Hcustc<..lt , ';v!l ich is about 9i ght kilolJetros" 

Q Is ther~ 0. prisoner of i7ar eo.D·~' thero? 
been nt t hi s aoroUxnr.1o. 
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Q. In whiGh cliroet,ion is Hcust odt? Is· it towo.rU.s ne11e or nwny f'roD Co110? 
No , it is nwny fron Collo in tho Qircction ef l-imster. 

L.ro Jchoro any quostions 'on thnt? 

C.::'T. CORRLLY" No • . 

(Tho Yfitnoss vvit hllr nyvs . ) 

.[.PT . CORB;J.,LY: ':Chore is nnothor witness fro!.1 Gros shoh1en Yh a Y/ns unnb1e te 
,ooco 'hero , I nU nfrnid , but L;Y frioncl, CO? t. Fio1l1en , snw hiLl 1nst night 
1-nc.l o.C:li:.; ~nistorC\::' the onth t o hiLl ,~ l1l-:' took D. stntoLlcnt fr OD hiD. I hc.d no t 
int nlle2 , 08 tuolly I tOo 'Cmt it in, but ns ono of tho t h ings y,ihich this 
sto.t 'cocnt -prov~s is t hnt thoro 17n s en noroc1r oDo nl1l thnt tho porson y,iho l"JD.<lo 

tho st cFtzeucnt SOSI the pris onors "choro , I think it ·is r ool1y nn i i:r;ortnnt 
thing i n ":1>" onso nn.l I v/ou1cJ. like t o put it in. 

TEE JUDGB lJJVOC~' :c: It seODs t o iJO tlk". t thoro should bo SoL:O liui t (I clo not 
kl1':m Y/hbro it ~ oulll bo llrmvn) ':.hen YvO cnn hnvo a wiitton clocur.unt , in 
subst ittdion for ' witnoss . It 800;:1S unfortunnte thnt n 'wit noss who Y/ns 
here in tho f10sh cstercJ.ny. i s ne t hero t o- llny. Thore nay bo s o:.:e reason 
f or that, but it i s ch noro s ntisfnctory f or hin t o be hero. If ho -;!as 
in Lunoburg yestorc.lo.y \ 1hy is ho net hor e to-elny? 

OL' T. CORBJ·.LI ,Y: I aD o.frni d - h o.v o not 0:x:p1ni neel this vory c 10nr1y t o y ou. 
Tho yvi t noss hn 3 novor boen h 0 [et 611; . Cnpt . Fio1l10n Yvont t o Grosshohl en. 

THE J1JDGE ;JJVOC;.TE : Ylhy c nnnct 

CD?T. CORB.l'.LLY: PDssib1y C[f.; t. F~e1cJ.o cnn expl nin thnt. 
! ,., • - ~ 

THE JUDGe L.DVCC.:':.TE: I do not ' think tho R~~lnti ':)TlS YlorC! int onclo,~ t o sny J 

thnt if u ...-/itness ,vilDS n ot ov nilnb10 ['.nc1 c '- 11c1 not bo bocouso of' h i s ,:.:-' 
ovm p orsono.l im onvcnionce thnt the Court " sn0ul(1 0. op t in 1tcu of 
tho.t Cl st o.to:·.10~t. Tho troub10 has boon 'in ri s t cnsos nt in S'pite of 
011 the efforts -bioh h ,:wo bocn nnclo . th o Y/itnos sos c ou,lLl not bo go t horo 
nnc.l::' t doos SOULl t o iX , if it is nn iL~orto.nt vrl tness, ' ho rlil1 hnvo t o 
coDe onc.".. g ive ·hi s, ovidomc unlos3 thoro is son:)' VO:cY gooel UO[1 S0 P f or n ,., t 
oODing. 

. . , 

CiJ?T . CORBi.LLY: ";/0 'hnvo ha::.'- an Onorl'.lOU"' · roDber of o.ffilbvi b of'bl'o' th ~ 
Oourt o.nd it, has net b eon l; ):'ovol'- in overy o nse tllnt the ..... Yl it ne ss wo.s 
unobtni1~o.b1 0. 

THE JUDGE :.nvOC.:.TE: I th:m ITht wo h o. c:.. nn unc.1orto.idng 'fro::1 t ho p r osocut or thnt 
he hnll clone cvqryt'hing ~') c s sible t o ' [';ct the yriimoss os ond tho.t thoy woro nut 
ho;,'o boc auso his ·rosourc e s wou1cl not bring th ou horo. The t 'lVO,S tho 
gonora1 urr"..ort nking ho govo t o us. 

COL. B_' .. C1~auSC~ .' Not cn1y t 11:o.t , bu t you will rc)]oDbor t hQt :JNO yr.i.tnoss was 
horo 'unc.lvvcnt [tY/ny ·o. nl.. 1 \;li 0 ' not " ~,;~t hor ~id[lVit"~ll. in ~hc .ground,s)' sho 
hac1 'boon' hor'e. It S(;C 1'1s <]n te ~'cJ'U.S . if thS} "W:- \J le ss ~ S JUst roUl1et . 
tho c ornor h,o..,....c.o rll1o-t b-o X"C'U tl.nt horo and. he c ro'ss-eXllIJinoc1. -

- :~Iaen , you took thip stotoDont? 

CL'.: T. FIELDEN: Yos , !:I:rl.c1 I o. skoc..l hi \ nft orwnrtls ' if ,ho W(U1 <.t'co , .. " l c n [S t o- c1ny 
t o givo ' ovillonco. Ho "\'If:lS y411i11" Ll0 s o , 1:ut pc is n fOrl'Jor unl has t e 
dol.ivor Dilk in Collo a rrl he c .ould s ot no ne qJ;so 110 do tho job f'o r hil'J~ 
That was the o:xplnno.tion het gnv o no. • 

, . .' v 
COL. B:.c:;:mOUSE :. Thoro ~ s no c.Uff iculty "n brinGing hiD hc;1"o. 

Dotter of tol1~1i3 tho El. . :1,.: - 'tY Govornr.1o t .D Mh hin and 
It is only a 

t hat. is the 011C.l 
of it. (ThQ Court o~f ' . ) I 

T:HJ:TI ?RESIDENT : Too Ccurt fc(h tha t 1.1' thoro 1. El 

ho Lust bo 1'.1[1'<10 nva iln'blb , if' y ou wish t o p rovo 
U .. t 1'105 hour'S \ ;110 Oourt is D.Q.J ou u 
h ours Tb:ursCiay 28th Oc'bobor, 19.· . • ) 

cnn gi ve ovirloncc 
'- 0 o~<lono c. 
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