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VR Cowe vkl

(At 0930 hours the Court reassembles

! pursuant to adjournment, the same
President, Members, and Judce Advocate
 being prbsent).

The accused are again brought before the Court.

. BROWN: On Saturday morning I concluded all the evidence I wished to-
call on behalf of hathes, and I now propose to call the accused Otto
lessons,

THE ACCUSED, OTTO CALESSON takes his stand at

the place from which the other witnesses have

Piven their evidence and having been duly

L 1s examined by CAPTATN BROWN as follows:= =

Q What is y name ?  A. Otto Kulessa.

Q Where and wherNsC: ou born 2 A. On the 4th September 1892 at Rasten~
burg in East Pr

Q3T bel:x.evc you am@ nd have three children ? A. Yes.

0 x{xfhen did you Join the GE @nn' ? A. On the 23rd May 1SLk.

Q Did you voluntccr 2 No @ seripted on the 23rd lay.

Q Where did you go then 2 A. AbGu /151:1’1 June I went to Strutthof.

Q What did you do there ? ° A. Trail ere up to the 10th Scptember 194k. -

Q And then wherc did you go ?  A. On th cptember I was transferred

‘ with another 104 men to Mittelbau concent camp.

Q Wure you then transferred to the 88 ? A, th I was transferrcd
o the SS. : '

Q Where did you go ont the 16th ?  A. To I\Tor‘bhausen.

@ How werc you cmploycd at Northauscn 2 A. I was in oo he machines
there - working at the concentration camp for the requisleg y of
machines and for the edministration of them at Mittelbau,

TR PRESTIDENT: What machines ? A. Por mines = mining machinCrye. .

CAPT. BROWN: .Werc you cver cimployed as a guard in the Dora concentration

camp ? A. I had nothing to do with thc camp.
When did you lcave Northausen ?  A.  On the 4th April 1945, in the cvening.
Where did you go ? A. I went back to Dora with the remainder ~ of the

machines, but I was told there by Obersturmfuhrer Moser that we were going
to .Neucngammo concentration camp.

Did you travel on the first train for Ncuengaime ?  A. YCs. |

Did you arrive at Nouengémmc ? A. No, we did not arrive in Neucngamme
but had to continue to Bergen-Belsen.

When did you arrive at Bergen-Belsen ? A, On the 10th April. ‘
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' Q Werc you in charge of the train ? A. Oberscharfuhrer Hartwic was in

charge of the trains

Q Did you travel in a coach with some of the prisoncrs ? A. No,' I had a
cqach for myself becausc I had scveral instruments with me.

Q@ What type of instruments ? A. Levelling instruments, compasses, and all
sorts of other utensils necessary for levelling works.

en you arrived at Bergen-Belscn where did you go ? A. To Bergens

Q lock did you go to at Bergen ?  A. 83, 87, 85,
Q Wha c_your duties in that cacrp 2 A. I was put in charge of block
88, ai e first day was spent with trying to accomodate 600 prisoners

in this Q19
the next fow days ?  A. I went for walks.
assist in clceaning up that camp ? As I did nob get

ot detailed, but therc was plenty of cinder lying
@3 the nrisoners to try and get rid of this

Q Were you detaill
a direcect order, "I
about so I gave
cinder and their v

1 be finished when they had donc that.

Q I am now going to refcer the idence against you. Firstly, volume 13, -
vage 25, the cvidence of Zafflo You rencmber the witness Zamoski in
eouet 21 LA Yes.

Q He stated that you werc in charg ¢ transport that he travelled in,
and that he asked you for some wat you replied:ou can get some water
with ny pistol". Did any such incid happen ? A. Noe s

you arrived at Belscn more than half of thefc @n had dicde What have you

Q He went on to say that in one waggon thogg &1 90 men and by the time
to say about that ? A. That is not true.

that true ? Ae Nos

L 4
- Q He also said that you stood at the door of a blo@bbeat people; is

Q@ I am now going to refer to the deposition of Jekel Gut#a. ge 30, The
court will remember that he corrcborated Zamoski's affidQvid’ W
put in, I proposec to refer to paragraph 4 of that affida
witness) You have scen the affiduvit of Zamoski ? A. Yes.

Q Are the statements that he makes in paragraph 4 in that affidavit correct ?
A. It is not 'tI‘uO- .

Q The next deposition I refor to ic that of Muller, page 109, exhibit 64
You have seen the affidavit of Muller ? Ae - Yeds

Q He makes certain statements in paragraph 2 regarding a journcy from Dora
to Belsen, and he refers to you shooting a man who was trying to get some
carrots. What have you to say about that ? 4. 1 do not know anything
about it. '

Q In paragraph 3 he says that you beat a number of prisoners who were going
out of block 87 to cléan up the roads. What have you to say about that ?
A, The first thing is there werc no roads to be cleaned becausc they were
clean in Belsen. The second thing is I had nothing to do with block 87
at all, I was in charge of 88 and I had no say about people in 87.



Q@ I now refer to the deposition of Raschiner, page 119, exhibit 71, para-
graph 2, He states that he arrived at Belsen from Dora about the 2nd
April, and that you were in charge of his transport and that you shot a
man who was trying to get some wntcr. A« On the 2nd April I was not in
Belsen., I was in Northauscn, . It was Easter Monday and I was at church

Q He also says that 10 prisoners who had died during the Journey were taken
from the lorries and left lying there. During your journey to Belsen d.ld
you at any point travel in lorries ? A. No.

you ever shot any prisoners © A. No,

cver hit prisoners with an i:c"on bar ? A. Nos

Q Have - ill-treated prisonecrs ? A. No, I have not ill-treated
prisoncd® butgnce when an officcr from the Wehmacht wanted to inspect
block 88, ¢ 3 wanted to make surc that cverything was clean and tidy,
and I saw t ¢ room of that block was not clean, So I took a broom
and I showed qt they must clean under the beds as well, and I hit

one on his bac

Q Did you hlt any of t C'eriously as to injure them or cause their
- death ? A. No.

Q Was O'borscha.x’fuhrcr Benti Qb 0.TEC of Block 87 ? Ae  YoCSe
MAJOR WINWOOD: No cross—cxem

MAJOR MUNRO: ©No qucstionss

MAJOR CRANFIELD: No questions.

CAPT. ROBERTS: No guestions,

Cross—~cxamined by CAPTAIN

Q When did you first sce that man at Belsen ? ¢ ting No.25, Franz
Stofel) ? A. When we were all arrested,

[}
THE PRESIDENT: I cannot sce how he can tell us that.

.
Q Did he ever go into camp No.1 ? - OO

4

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: It is a metter {or you, but I have neve
being convinced by some gentleman »n oath swearing to the movgl
some other person for a mattc,r of twenty-four hours over a peri
scvoral dnys.

CAPT. FIELDEN: I will ledve that.

CAPT. CORBALLY: No qucstmnb.

CAPT, NEAVE: No questions.

CAPT. PHILLIPS: No questions.

LT, BOYD: ©No questions.

OAPT. MUNRO: No questions. -

LT. JEDRZEJOWICZ: No questions,
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Cross—exanined by COLONEL BACKHOUSE

Where did you say you went to gt your training ?  A. About 1912,

You told us to-day that you went in May of 1944 and that you werc training,.
I want to know wherc that was ? A. A town in Bast Prussia called
Prussian Holland.

How long did you'étay at that place ? A. .Until 15th June.
cre did you go on the 15th Junc ? A. To Strutthof.

er namc for Strutthof is Natzweiler, is not it ? A. No, that is

an Strutthof that lics in the vicinity of Danzige
Was : concentration camp too ?  As  Yes,
What werdy uties there ? 4. I inscructed people therc.

When y.ou lef't @'m}at was your rank ?  A. Scrgemt.
Were you an Ober er wher you rcached Bolsen ? Ae  Yes.

Who was the senior artwic ? A. Both equal.

On this train in which youdlctlh
A., Fach one had a loaf of byt

of mecat.

ra, what food did the prisoncrs have ?
or one and a half loaves and one kilo

Wherc did you gct all this meat f‘@ A. Froa Dora.

crs neat at Dora, were you ?
ankcts, one loaf of bread
ramic of meate

You were not in the habit of giving p@i
A. Fach prisoner when he lcf't Dora go
or one and a half loaves of brecad, and o

Did the Jews get any ?  A. Evcrybody.
port 2 A. I do not know; when I was rcady ’chcrc, wo transports

waiting there and I went with the first one. What ed with the
second I do not know.

Had you sonme prisoncrs from the smaller counps ro j on that trans-

Wha't arrangements were made for wnter on the journey ? G2 ter
situation was very bad. We had no water oursclves, and whe r Wwe

stopned on our journey and tried to get sone water froa the houses
round about the answer was always: "There is no water" because the
waterworks were destroycd. .

The journey took five days according to you; is that riwht ? A. Five or
six days. We arrived on the 10th.

Did the prisoncrs get any water at all on that Journey ? As When there
was some water in some ditches they got that water, because weo oursclves
had to drink some water out of ditches. :

Did the train stop once or twice by the side of the roa.d e  A. It stopped
very often.

How often did you allow the prisoncrs out of the train ? A, It wes not

my Jjob and I was not in charge, Obc,rscbarfuhxer Hartwie had the
possibility to let the prisoners outs

5e
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Q How often wicre the prisoncrs allowed oubt ? Ae When we stopped anywhere
for a long period they left the traine

Q How many waggons were there on the train 2 A. I .do not know.

Q About how many ? A, Perhaps 3.
How many prisoners did you cram into each ? A. They sat quite nicely
and comfortable, about 100 in cach waggon, but they were double waggons

s0 they could sit.

ou had onc to yourself, did you ? A« Yes, with thc instrumecnts.

prisoncrs famished by the time you got therc ?  A. They were
Xy, yes, but it was not our fault. It was the fault of the
railwa, 3 g in Bergsdorf therce was for cach prisoncr food nrepared =

750 graiuge bread , 250 gratiics of sausage, and 100 grammes of butter,
but we did’ wait so that the food could not be distributed, and the

whole lot werl % to Neuengarnic concentration casip.

Q How many SS nen I{‘ on the train 2 Ay 124

Q When the train stogp precautions did you take to see the prisoners
did not escape ? Le @u h viiggon there were four SS men and they .
were responsible for th oncrs, and when the prisoners left there

183 A the troing

vas g chinyof 08 guards Jut
Q@ Were you and Hartwie the two €
still another Haupscharfuhrer fr

uglrd company and he was
responsible for the sccurity of theey &tmln. I do not remcmber his
name.

wcn on the train 2. A. Thereswas -

Q@ Why was not he in charge if he was senio
A. Because he did not belong to our couu
for the transport wos detailed by our own cfimg
fuhrer did not belong to that corminnd.

* :
Q@ Do you rerwnber on the third day aftcr you had s’cQ e train pulling
da,
L 2

th Hartwiec and you ?
the man respcnsible
dant, This Haupschar-—

up and the prisoners being allowed out ? A, I do cnerber that
because the train stoponed very often. It stopped eve .

Q Do you rcucuber sonc of the prisoncrs beginning to pick ¢ up ?
he I do not know. I have not beoon outside during all thise

Q Do you remcmber any occasion when the prisoners did bcg;i_n‘ to pick carrots
up at the roadside ? A. I do not know, We were in the middle of the
road and there were no carrots therc at all. That is quite clear. There
were no carrots.

Q I suggest to you that on the third day when some of these starving
prisoners tried to pick scme carrots by the side of the railway you shot
one of then and killed him ? A. No, that is not true, because on the
thirrd day they cannot have been very hungary, because they still had some
bread left from their one loaf or onc and a half loaves, and they must
have still had some meat left. Apart from that, it was never my habit
to shoot prisoners who werc without weapons. '

Do you reneuber Zamoski on the transport ? A. I do not know Zamoski, and

it is hardly belicvable that Zamsoski was on the transport with me, because
he was in block number 69.
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Q@ Do you rencuber any prisoner coning and asking you for water 2 A. I
remerber many prisoners agking e for water and I gave then water - cven
hot water - becausc I asked the engince driver for some water and that is

the only thing that I got = hot water - and I distributed as mauch as I

uld ge.t.
Q 2 lot of prisoncrs died oi that journey, Jdid not they ? A. No,
few,
Q@ What is ¢o ca of vcm few 2 A. I do not know, becausc at one
sta’clon ano s.nsport of 1700 wouen janed us and they had alrcady

some dead. Thu*f ic told :w that at o station some other dead

prisoncrs were 1 cy bolonged also to another transport which

_ho ‘had to ‘reccive with

Q People were dying on all tl ek ansports were they 2 A. Welly, now and

again people (ied, ycs, that is /lt out of our transport consisting
e

of about 5,000 prisoncrs, 42 had

Q Was your t.mnsport about 5,000 9 A @ proxmna‘toly 55000,
Q If you hod about 35 trucks and you took onc 2 3@3@1’3, you must have
had an awful Jjob to distribute the others at 100 a @(, had not you ?
. V c ’ .
Ae The 1700 women canc alrcady vith their own train, in i@ own
waggons
Q You remember when you arrived at the station ot Bergen-Belsen ? A.  Yes.
Q Were the prisoncrs paraded in hundreds ? A« I do not know, That was

not my duty. Thot wag the duty of Hartwic,

&

You were therc; you could sce whot was happering, could not you ? As I

unloaded iy own waggon and took my bicyele and went.
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. Eo <A
There were some bicycles on this train, were there ? 4L I had my own
bicycle,
When you got to the‘station there werc piles of carrots just on the other
side of the line, were there not ? A T &6 not know, :
Do you remenber No., 14, Schmitz % A Yes,
Was he on that transport ? A T do not know,

ic told us that there were piles of carrots there on the far gide of the line
g that right ? A Tt is possible; I do not know,

U not go up with the prisoncrs to the camp ? A I took my bicycle
t to the station because I wanted to know how to get to Neuengaume,
beca W intention was to go from Neucngammc to Berlin,

But wore Rot in the lecast inturcsted in the welfare of the prisoncrs %
A T had Ga@ g to do either with the transport or with thec prisoners; that
was not my Ye# therefore I wex not intcrested, -

Q But you had bee ing after the prisoncrs, had you not, because you were
the kind man who , the enpine driver and got the hot watcr for them ?
A Xes, . They as] whether I could get them some water, so I got them
the hot water, Tcll, that is all T can get", so they were quite
satisfied and drank thi gyoter and put some salt in it.

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Coloncl Bagkl@myc, would it worry you to question him about

B

D

B

this hot water out of the eng

ccause it rather intrigdes me, Would you
as to how it was done ?

N Can you uxplain to the Court how
you got this hot watcr out of the eng@h®? A T went to the engine driver
and told him that I needed some water T ing, so he said: "I have no
water Tor drinking, but if you like I wi Zou have some hot water", so T
saidy "All right, it is better tlhan nothingf, P he turned on the tap inside
the engine and then that is how I got some hofgater,

g : 2 : -
What did, you put it in ? A Tn & small contal@ nteining about 8 to
10 1litres; a sort of small bucket, é

Where did the engine get the wator from on this six dag jglrney if there was

no water ? A On the reailway stations, because whenev@r g ginc was
exchanged then the new enginc was ready, including water oIl®c 5
Why did you not get water for the prisoncrs then ¢ A No, Ythat was not

possible, becausc the amount of woter was very small, even at the railway
stations, although they had all thoeir own water works, so that even thec
necesgery amount for engines was difficult to be obtained.

How m any rivers and strcems did you pass on this journey ? ° A Very many.

Then why on earth did you not stop the train and get some woter for thesc
peoplec who werce dying from thirst ? A That is impossible, that anybody
should stop the train, because thu engine driver has his own time table and
it is impossible that somebody should simply interfere with that and tell
nim to stop, : e

But this trein kept on stopping,  Another stop would not makc any
difference, would it ? A Tf the train stopped in the neighbourhood of
a ditch or a small river, of coursc we fetchcd water, but most of the time
the train stopped entirely in thc open where we did not find anything at all.

Let us comc to the tire when you got to Belsen station, I suggest to you
that when you arrived at that station your starving prisoners broké across

8



the linc and tricd to get at that pilc of carrots ? A T'do not know.
I told you 2lready I do not know whother therc were piles of carrots or not,

and that you pulled out your pistol and shot and wounded one of them in the
leg ? A T do not know anything sbout it, - I was in charge every day of
8,000 prisoncrs, ~If I wanted to beat anybody or shoot anybody I would havec
had plenty of opportunity to do that,

Well, I am going to suggest to you that you not only had the opportunity, but
you took it.  When werg you in charge of these 8,000 priséncrs ?
From Septembur, 1944, until April, 1945,

hat when you were, at Dora or Nordhausen ? A  Nordhausen.
Yo in charge of 8,000 prisoncrs .? 4 Yos.

Then w 4 you tell the Court you had nothing to do with the camp, that your
duties w requgsitioning and administering machinery 2  (The witness starts
to answer ig Gggrn).  That is not cn answer at 21l to the question I asked
you. What § to know is why did you tell the Court that you had nothing
to do with th that your dutics were requisitioning and administering
machinery, ad oy tcll us you were in faet in charge of 8,000 prisoners
and beaten if you wanted to. A They were =

€T

working in the mines “the s& r¢ time learning the job. (The Interpreter:
The witness enumncrat@c 2,000 ~ad B.12, 2,500 and so on until he came

to 8,000),
And you were in charge of thén L T was in charge in instructing then

to use the machinecs,

I suggest to you that your original cpge to the Court that you werc in
charge of requisitioning and 2dminWgG¥-#fing the machines and had rothing to
do with the camp was a deliberate cttcyght mislead the Court 7

A My opinion is that I had nothing to the camp or with anything
inside the camp, v

you report +to when you
superior avthority is in

Let us come back to Bergen—Belsen opain, . Whe

got up to the camp ? A Not at 211, because
Berlin, *

Who did you report to when you got up to the camp ? @I reported to
Oberstgpmfuhrer Hocssler who was my superior officcr.

2

A

He put you in charge of scveral blocks, did he not ? (04 OFCrschar—

'fuhrer Hartwie did that.

Did he not put you in charge of scveral blocks, including block 87 2 A No.

And did he not tcll you to go round the blocks and see that everything was
all right ? A To, :

Q Let me remind you of what he said himself when he came and gave evidence
in the witness box, "I kept this ren, No, 19, with me and gave him the
orders to Sc e that everything should be all right round the blocks, that he
should see to it that everything was all right"., That is at page 21 of
volime 22, Do you remember your dwn counsel putting this to him: "It has
been stated in evidence that this man was in charge of block 87; is that
correct”, and the answer was: "He was in cherge not only of one simgle block;
he was responsible for several blocks" 2 A I know that Hoessler said it
but it is wrong. ' :

>

Where did you report-to Hoessler ? A T did not report myself. It was
Hartwle who reported thc whole transport and reported my presence as well,

9.



Q But you were not with them - you had gone of'f on your bicycle
A When I returned to the camp,

O

4s 2 matter of fact, Hocssler met you at the station did he not
& T have not scen Hoessler at the station,

0 Was not one of the first jobs that you had to do whea you got td the camp

to put your men into your four block“ g A No, Hartwie told me that he
is now Rapportfulirer and hc is responsibls for the distribution of the blocks,
would be put in charge of 88 Bontwick would be put in charge of 87 and -
1o not know = Keufmau or R:Loh'tw of block 85, :

remind you of what Hoessler, your Cormanding Officer, said about it,
gsson first srrived at LLJuen with his trunsport wag onc of his
hiz men into a block ? (A) Yes; they were divided into

I believe four", Now let me remind you of what Zamosksd.
Wl ot Belsen we were detailed to our verious blocks,

't the door of my block and beat prisoners, who werc todo
€N\, with an iron bar", Did you stand at the door of the
' puttin; people in ¢ (The witness starts to answer
aoking you sbout the number of the block, I am

did you not stand ot the door of the block seceing

et

S(Lid' "O"l a

weak “t'..: noveS
block, to begil
in German). I
asking you: Did
men in ? A

Q He goes on tQ say: "'MNQ‘ {ell down and I know that somc of them were s
1 @ be token to hospital the next rn_ornuxp"
ne nurses in the hospital ~—-=

A He says also that there w

Q Never mind .what he also says.. . ) “‘ wgnt to know is this, g it not a
fact that a lot of thesc men werc Q 2 to hospital ? L T do not know,

O

Do you remember o mon cealled Leibl Mai®@a A Do,

Q I put it to you thet you killed him that

Qitting him on the head with
an iron bar ? £ T would not drcam of

;. soncbody with an iron bar,
.

Q Do you remember Gutermann ¢ A I cdo not knaw @

Q He was with Zamoski and says precicely the same th Vow you told us you
spent the next two or -’cr.fuc <Lys coing for walks. roully mean that ?
A Nobody w as able to give me any sort 6Ff j obs oeck.uuc‘I d not belong to
that company at all, sco nobody hnd opportunity to detail

D

Kramer and Hoessler were so short of men they were trying to
were they not ? A No, We had so.many S.S. peoplc that oh ‘t‘-1c 12th or
13th we had to send them away; o big part of them had to be sent away.

Even when the British troops arrived, quite a number of these S.8S. mon, tar
instance, Bentwick, Keufman and RJoqter I d» not know all their names, they
escaped; even Wh«,n the British tl'».’.'op.; .:wrivcd already they still escaped.

O

Were you mnot told by Hoessler to tidy the roads up before, beczusc he wanted
the place clean when the British trooPS arrived ? V| Thc, roads were clean.

: ‘ ,.\.a.
Q. " That was not what I asked you, Wo re you told by Hoessler to see that the
placc was tidicd up end that the peper which was lying about and so on,-wag
cleaned up, clecared away ? A No,

Q@ Then everything Hoessler has told us about you is untrue, is it ?
A T do not know, ‘

O

Did you stert wearing .o white armbend ? A Yes,

Q And did you not go into block 87 cnd order all the Jews to pgo outside and
start cleanine up the road ? A I said already that I had nothing to
do with block 87; that wes under the command of Oberscharfuhrer Bentwick,

10,
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Ané did you not stand by the door and as the Prisouners went out you beat them
on the head anc the body with your stick ? A T have not been in block 87,
that was not iy rosponsibility. ;

Did you behave in this way in block 88 ? A I have not becaten anybody in
block 88. I do. not know who was bcutlng and I do not know whcre but nobody

_1n block 88 was beaten.

kept o broomstick; where was that ? A T do not call that beating
. ok t}mn to sweep the place and I just hit them with a brookstick
ey laughed about it.

What call beating ? A I call it beating if he gets some marks,
cither 1 has a wound or hes some bruises,

That is what‘yo 21l o beating in a concentration camp, is it ? A Yes,

The instrument

o Jr you orou)qt vp with you from Nordhausen, were they
surveying instrunmgn

A Compasses and levelling instrunents and so on.

Had you some steel l rods amongst them ?° Had you some stecl rocs ?
TSR Y-

Let us put it more S:anlj. ou not got a stecl rod amongst the things
you brought up with you ? ra

Are you surc you had not got one hand whea you got up. to the block
to put the prisoners in ? é

CAPTATN BROUN: No re—examination, @
THE JUDCE ADVOCATE: Celesson, if I understen journey correctly, 3,500 men

O

O

had to be moved by t-m:m over five days; ght ? A I do not know.
We must have been more, because 'we Dt“r’ced in Iélth 2,900 and then another
transport of 1,700 c:r-me cnd 2 third smaller transgbrt Where the third came
from I édo not know.

How many people do you say there werc on the train ? @I do not kunow
exactly the number, but certainly more than 4,600, beca apart from these

a few smaoller transports joined us, *
Were they in closed trucks or open trucks ? A Those truc
transport were open and the trucks with the 1,700 women were cl trucks.

' They were covered with canvas,

You say 42 doed on the journey you think ? A Yes, that is what I
understand - L2 when we arrived in Berpgen.

Whet was ‘causing their dcaths, do you think ? 4 T do not know, They
night have been sick when they boarded the trains, :

Out of the transport you started with vourself they were pretty fit men, were
they Hob P A The majority of them were £it men.

And how many of those died on this comparatively short journey of five days ?
A I do nct know,

You do not think that to lose L2 pmplc in a journey of that kind is
extraordinary at all 2 A TIf they belonged to my tra.n,:por't that would
be a very big nuiber indeed, but as I said before they did not belong to

'q\f transports. and I heard from Hartwie that at a station were loaded algo
a few bodies, -
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Q@ Do I understand you to be telling the Court that when somobody dicd on this -
Journcy you carried the corpse with-you to Belsen ? Is that what you sey 7
A  Yes, we took a1l the bodies with us.

Q@ Why do you want to tale the dead and the living together on a journey oi five

days ? A We could not leave the bodies just on the open road-or on the
rails,
Q fnd when somebody died, what happened to the body, was it moved to some

ticular waggon on tl% train, or was it Jjust loft with the 11V111{' in the

where it cdicd ? L No, they werc moved into another weggon,
Q 8o 0y be accurate you arrived at Belsen with a truck full of dead peoplc;
dEb PFeht 7 A T understand tha t there were 42,

@ Who had o icd ghis waggon that you used for the dead before you filled it
up with thcgﬁ {ortunate people who had died on the journecy ?
A Nobody, wes an open truck covered with canvas,

Q@ Did you cver fce] docl as to whether, when yqu got to Belsen, somebody
might ask why so 2t e gople had dlod on 'thlu journey, or did you feel
that when you ¢ :ot thcr' ody would bother at all and it really did not

matter and you had n g ];Lty 2t 211 2 A That was the duty of

&)
o

the man in charge of uxr“bvnc and he, I believe, also
reported that when we arrid 2 nmnbor o the clead and they were loaded

into trucks,
Q Are. you an old soldier ?

Q Are you much more of 2 soldier tw.n ? & T -dotmot k.l:lOW
about Hartwie, but I hove been a soldi 912 and I have taken part in the
ast war,

&

And did the man who was in charge of the trc@ cr come and ask you what
you thought you ought to do obout it to stop t
on this journey ? 4L No, Hartwie never as

THE PRESIDENT: You have t0old us sbout the train ratio said that there
was one to onc and a quarter loaves of bread and a ki 1eat, and that in
addition at, th:’mk, '"%er-r*sdori‘ there was some butter & Eome bread you should
have been 1°"ueu with and some more meat, Can you explai¢l ¥
rations are so rmuch superior to the rations we have been to
were issuecd in concentration camps ? .

A A1l of us, the soldiers =znd the orisoners, received exactly same
rations '*rhon we left the camp, and then after two or three days, "of course,
we had nothing to eat and maybe poople knew that we were hungry.  This
place which I mentioned is about 7 kilometres from Neuenganme, SO when We
stopped there Hart wie, who was in charge of the transport, went to the camp
and told the Co::z:mnaant about our food situation and as a result these
rations were then.sent.

&

Q That is not an answer to ny question at all, What I want to know is this.
Can you egplain why these train rations and the ration that was waiting
for the prisoners wos on such a far hipher scale then the normal ration
issued in concertration camps

A Becausec our jourmey should have teken another two or three days until
we arrived in Bergen-Belsen, '

A MEMBER OF THE COURT: You said that nt Dora or Nordhausen you werc responsible

for, amongst-other thinps, instructing 8,000 prisoncrs in the use of
machinery, What kind of machinery was that. (The witness gave an answer
in German).
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THE INTERPRETER: I o afraid I cannot understand,

COLONEL BACKHOUSE: I think it mey help if he were asked: Was it mining
machinery 9 .

¢ The question wes put to the witness),

Yes.

CLPTATN BROWN: ike to elear up the question - of the rations.

/\ ‘
CLPTAT IT BROWN: Were ”ch@§* at Nordhausen better than in other

concentration camps 9

THE PRESIDINT: Yes.

I

4 What they got in the camp I~ N\ know, but in addition to their

normal rations they got from the w erg they were working the

following additional rations per month: rCarmes  sausage or meat;
i ¢ &

200 gramies margarine; 125 grammes Butter; 25 mes rice, and about

*

s E g A3 L Eaety ;
500 grames of porridge an d three kilogrammes of bro%cok. But

that was only for those who were underground, and that was €9
S b

WOrkers.

(The nccused leaves the place from :

which he hes given his evidence).

&
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CAPT. BROWN: The last accuscd whori I ‘cbvrcscnt 18 No.21, Karl Egersdorf.

Qe
Q4

This wan is charged on the Belsen charge only, and I proposc tp put him
in the box to give his evidencee

The Accuscd KARL EGERSDORF alces his stand at the place
from which the other witncsses have given their evidence

and, having becn duly sworn, is examined by CAPT, BROWN
as Tollows:

¥hat is your full name? A. Karl lgcrsdoxf, )

and woen were you born?  Ae 20th July 1902 1n Rosenbacli.

Qe I you are married and havc one child.

THE JUDGE

(JT:  Where is Rosenbach? As In Bavaria. I am marricd and
have onc ;

o
C4PT, BROWN: W U a G l)cr of the Bavarian Pcople's Party, which is a

Qe
Qe
Qe

Qe

CAPT. BROWN: I propose to refer to Affilavit No.1, Exhibit 16. : (To the witness)

Qe

) Q.‘y

As O the 30th March 1941.

Where did you go the [0 Auschwitze

Did you wish to Join the 33
we.s conscripteds

he concentrdation cazmp service? A. No, I

!

Wnich camp were you in at Auschw Q. Auschwitz Noele
)

Wnat wae your Jjob there? A, Workin% ¢ cookhousc.

When did you leave iuschwitz?  d. 21st 1945

When did you arrive in Belsen? 4. I canno

actly; the 7th or 8th

How were you cuployced at Belsen? Le I was sent % @Tood storc as an
assistant.

Of what did the foold store consist? Ae There was bret 3 mcgt, flour and
other foodstuffa,
And was the vegetable store nart. of the samé store? ae NO, oS

about 300 zetres avey from it.

You have seen the affidavit of Dora [lmaleh? Ao YCSe

Ané the statement that in April in Belsen you shot a Hungarian girl?
I have secn that.

What have you to say about that? Ae It is not truce

Was there a girl called Dora emmloycd in yoﬁr stores? ite YCSe

Did she come from Salonika? ‘A. Yos.

Do you think that may be the samc girl has wade that statement? Ao Yesy; I

think so.

What makes you think that? Le The girl did not work and thercfore I
dismissed hers

When did you dismiss her? = A. Two days before the British troops arriveda

Did you ever shoot anyone? Ae No.
y 1l
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Qe Did you ever illtreat any of the prisoncrs? As Not a singlc once
CAPT. BROWN: I now proposc to ask soile questions with regard to the accused

Mathess (To thc witness) Wherc did you slceb at Belsen? 4. In the
bathhousc.

Qe Was the accused liathes cmployed in the bathhouse?  As. Yes.

Qe Can you say from your own knowledge that he was employed in the bathhouse
right up to the 15th April?

5ACKHOUSE: That is very leading,.
OWN: I am cross—cxaiining,
¢ You cannot cross=cxoiine your own witness.

TE:  You cannot cross—cxamine somcbody you are anpcaring for.
igpossiblce

, 2
THE PRESIDENT:
question,

can frame your qucstion differently, not as a lcading

CAPT. BROWN: Do you 1%‘ iycn he ceased to be amnloyed in the bathhouse?
Ao T do not know,

Qv Do you know if he was

#loycd there when the British arrived? .
Ae He was there in the morni

CiPT. BROWN: That concludes tione

(The rauaining defending offia@l:

cxamine this witness)

Cross=examnined by COL. m

Qe You were at suschwitz altogether for nearly
Ae YES.

arss; is ghat right?

Qe Which cookhouse were you working in?  A. There wasfonly cne kitchen in
Auschwitz Noe.1.

Qe Then where did you go in January 19459 fe To Belsene

Qe In January 1945% Ae ¥We were on our way with a column of Wwe were
scent to Berlin first and then we went to Belsens '

Je Where did you s—end the timae botween 21st January and 7th or 8th April?
14 days we spent in Lytehtelwerdt and five wecks we were in Reichenberg.

Qe Anywherc clse?  A. Nos

Qe You are a fcew weeks short, but I daresay your time is not very accurate.

Are you sure you did not get to Belsen carlier? As I cannot tell the day
cxactly.

Qe You have only acoounted for seven wecks from the 21st January up to now.

Yes, because it toolc' us some time with the trucks to reach thesc places.

Qe Who came with you? Ae Wc werce ten trucks; in my truck: was a driver and

another S S. mans.

Qe Who was the other S.S. man? A, I do not know his na.c, because he stayed
in Weillen,

Qe How long did you travel with him? & ATE the Timeg

Qe And never found out what his name was?

Ao I have known it, but I cannot
rememnber,

1R,



Qe Then when you arvived at Belsen were you in charge of the bread part of the
stores? Ae Tese

Qs Whereabouts were the foodstores? As The foodstore was the first hut as
we entered the caip. :

Qe Was it the first hut on the left as you went in? Ae Yese.

Qe And therc was a very large pile of vegetavles Jjust by the camp gatec, was not
there? 4. Yes. |

close to your bread store? A+ The bread store was also near the
le store.

Qe

Qe t I was rathcr sugpesting, that the vegetable store and the bread
ite closc to cach other, arc not they? A, They werc in one
blocke
Qe That is the bzea store and the vegetable store? Ay Yese

Qs I thought you s g about 300 metres away when answering your own
counsel. Le The tzro and the vegetable store,

Qe I am not following yo you saying the bread store is a differcnt
place to thc food storg? 0, not the sane place,

THE PRESIDENT: I think actual%nswer to your question should have been

tl

yese You said: "Are you sayir . not the same?", and hc said: "No,
not the same placc."

COL. BACKHOUSE: You are saying the broa@re was not in the same place as

the food store, arc you? Ao No, th not in the same blocke
Re But you were in charge of the bread store,{w ot you? Ae I was
responsible for the food store and the brea was a part of the food

storc.
.Qs I am not a bit worried about the food stores. . Whagf I am worrying about is

the bread storee TS

THE JUDGE .DVOCATE: Iiy notc is in a nuddle, What I have 1@3: "it Belsen
I was ceuployed at the food stores The food store consis f meat, flour
and other foodstuffs. The vepetable store was about 300 ngtrgf€ away and
separate." :

COL. BACKHOUSE: Yes.
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: What is hc saying now?

COL. BACKHOUSE: What hc is saying now is that the food store was not the sane
place as the brcad store; that the brecad store was close to the vegetable
store, was in the samc block, and that he was in charge of both. (To the
Witness) Of coursc you know that Dora Almaleh said it was whilst she was
working at the bread storc and you were working at the vegetable storc she
saw you shoot this »erson, do not you? Do you know that is what ghe said?

As Yos, she said so.

Q. And you know that thosc two stores arc in the saize block, do not you? 4Ae Tes.

. Then why when your counsel put that to you did you say: "The vegetable store
was 300 mctres away from the foodstore," It was quite misleading, was not
it?  Ae Ycs.

Q. You were trying to suggest to the court that this girl could not sce you
because she was 300 metres away, werc not you?

CAPT. BROWN: I am afraid I must object to that question. I did not get that
impression at all,
16. r
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THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Will you tell the court what thelobjection is and then we
will deal with ite :

CAPT. BROWN: The prosecutor gsecms to be putting it to the accused that he gave
a completely misleading answer, and he started by saying that it was while
the accused was working in the bread store that this incident happencd.

What happened was, the az ffidavit says she recognised the man as having been
in charge of the bread store, but that she saw him appearing in the street
near the vezetable storc. I do not sce that the prosecutor has got the
right to put it to the accused hw was trying to be misleading, because I

do not think he was.

(610) ACKHOUSE: What I am perfectly entitled to do is to suggest to a witness
¢ is not telling the truth and is deliberatcly misleading.  Whether

ny gec thinks so or not is neither here nor therce It is a matter for
the "¢ o decide, But if I am going to makc the comment afterwards I
must mak > suggestion.

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: It misled me on iy note, because I have it wronge
*

COL. BACKHOUSE: gak it is obvious it was misleading, and I suggest it was
deliberatc, If going to make that coument later I must put it in
cross—cxaminations. :

THE PRESID iNT: I am pe convinced, unless there was a mistake in the
interpreting, he orig id that the vegetable store was 300 metres

away from the food store.
COL. BACKHOUSE: Yecs. ;

THE PRESIDENT: And he then agrecs t able storc and bread store were
in the same block, having said that Eh store dealt with bread, meat
and flour, ‘

f'oo

sanc block, But what I

bread departient was in the vegetable stores
am putting is when he volunteered the infora jat the bread store and
food store were 300 metres apart he knew perfectlyfwell we were talking
about the bread storc, and was deliberately nlslcadiﬁe court, and he

COL. BACKHOUSE: Yes., He still said his/ sto&@zOO netres away and his
i

did it with a view to nisleading the courts

THE PRESIDENT: It was, of course, a direct question that Q.s askeds He
did not volunteer that informations

&
(At the requcst of thé court the shorthand vriter rea
following: "Qe How were you cmployed at Belsen? A i
sent to the food store as an assistante Q. Of what did Whe
food store consist?  A. Thoere was bread, neat, flour and
other foodstuffss Q. And was the vegetable store part of
the same store? Lo No, that was about 300 metres away from :Lt.")

COL. BACKHOUSE: (To the witness) Were you not trying to give the court the
impression that the bread store and the vegetable store were a long way away
from each other? Le My bread storce and vc,g,eta_blc store were in one blocks

Qe Was food very short indeced by the tinme you got to Belsen? - he Y€Se

Qe How often did you get any bread into the bread store? Ae Oncee

Qe Where did it come from? 4. I do not know cxactly, I belicve from the
wehrmacht barracks. ' A

Qe Were the prisoncrs regularly dying of starvation by that time? Ao The
prisoncrs got not enough foods

Qe Werc not the prisoncrs dying regularly by that time, in hundreds? fe YeSe

Qs Did prisoncrs try and steal food? Ao Yese

17,



Qe What did you do when you caught priscners trying to steal food? A. I took
it away from them,

Qe Is that all you did? e YESe

Qe A lot of other pecople were beating prisoners for trying to take eren peelings,
were not they? Ae I have not sccn one single cases

Q. Did not you scc any beating at all in Belsen? A. No, I have not scen it.

Qe I supnose you never saw it in Auschwitz cither? Ae Yes, I saw it in

Auschwitze
Qe s¢ no charge has been made against you in respect of Auschwitz, has
it e Moo

Qs fnd yo r' saw anybody beaten at all in Belsen?  A. No, I have not seen it.

Qe Do you rc¥C
drag the co

in .the last few days at Bclsen the prisoners being made to
ses gfMay to the big pit that was dug for them? A. Yes.

* ' :

Qe Did they come ¢ r to your brecad store? Ao Yes, they came near iy
bread store, @ 3

Qs And you never saw any‘[ aten at all? A. No, I have not scen ite

Qe Did you hear Mr., Druil ! idence here in this court? AerYesy 1

. heard ite
Qe Did you hear his account of th@

Qs And you never saw a singlce casc of
I was in the food store,

THE PRESIDENT: Do you think he has got tl’ﬂ/&tion right?

COL. BACKHOUSE: What he means is although they §e :‘lst the bread store he

ul procession? As Yese

o? A. I was not in the bread store,.

~was in the food storecs (To the witness) Where gfls he food store?
Ae The first hut left of the entrance.

. ¢ ; '
Qe That was actually in the men's compound, was not it? /8 Yes, in the uen's
coipounds

Qe Did you sce this ~rocession? Ae Yese .
Qe It went on all day for days, did not it?  A. I do not know Q it

lasted all day, but I saw several times looking out on the strec€ gcople
dragging corpsese
'

Qs Who fetched the food from the fooldstore? A. We took it on carts to the
kitchens,

Qe Who was in charge of kitchen No.4? Ae I do not know.

Qe You handed out the food to the kitchens? You took it there in <.3€tI‘tS9 did
not you? Ae No, the prisoncrs were taking the carts to the kitchense

Qe You supervised it? A, We loadcd the cart and then the prisoners took the
cart away to the kitchen,

Qe You know where the bathhouse was where you slept, do not you? e Yess
Qs There was a kitchen imnediately opposite that, as not there? Ao YeSo

" Qe That was kitchen Noelyy was not it? 4e I do not know exactly whether that
was Kitchen No.l
Qe Let us call it kitchen No,), Do not worry about the number. Who was in
charge of that kitchen drme@iately opposite the bathhouse?
: 18,
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Qe
A
Qe
Qe

Qe

~Now I want just to deal with thi

I cannot remcumber his name; it was a scharfuhrer,

Then the S.8, kitchen was Just round the cornmer from it, was not it? A. Yes.
Who was in charic of the S.8. kitchen? As Maye

You say you slept in the bathousc? A. Yes.

Dic iielsher and Mathes both sleep in the bathhouse too? - Ae. Melsher was

sleeping in the bathhouse; Mathes was slceping somewhere else, I do not know
W I"Ce

simply saw then there in the morning when you went out to your work,
an w them again in the evening when you played cards; is -that right?
prihen in the morning and at night, but not during the day time.

Lgthe S.8. left on the 11th or 12th, did not thcy? Ae. Yess

And that was #b he same time thesc processions were started to clean up
the camp? A. cre already dragpging corpses when I arrived in Belsen.

You were getting ort of S.S. men, were not you, after the main body
left?  4Ae Yes, Dhut thfregmgre wechrmacht and Bavarians.

In those last few days & y had to lend a hand, did not thecy, who
could? Ae I think so.

dcnt about Almalehe If you saw somebody
cally only Just go and takc it away from
c bread away, because I never was in

taking bread from the kitchen di
then? A. I have never scen anybod;
the bread store.

bread store; you werc in charge
in the bread storec.

Well, never mind whether you ever went 1
of it, were not you? Aes There was an a

Who was thce aufscherin in the bread store? A tte Klein. (NO- 56)

And she was under your orders, was not she? A

You were in fact in charic =f the Lread store, were no NO he Yes, I was

in charge of the bread store, but I was not working the

Up to now nobody has suggested you werce What I an suggostﬁlf
that on a day in April you came into the street just as a gir
bread store with some bread, and that yvou asked the girl what sk £
there, that she said: "I am hungry", and began to run awaye Is no§ that true?,
I have not secen the girl with bread.

And then that you shot her, Ae That is not truce

& 2 . s there?
There was quite a lot of shooting going on those last fow days, wWas not the

Yes, in the last two days. \

And there was quitc a hit of shooting going on beforc the last two days, was
not there? As No, there was not much shooting.

There was quitc a lot of ‘shooting round the kitchens, was not there?  fe I
do not know, i S
Wherc was the shooting that you mentioned going on then?  Ae It was mostly
near the quarters of the suards,

I suzgest to you that it “was the popular practice there if anybody tried to
steal any food, either from the kitchen, the store or olscwhere,1 if you

caught them to shoot tlyem. A T have never secn a case that a girl
or a prisoner has beeg shote
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Re—examined by CAPT. BROWN,
Q How many cookhouses were there in the men's compound? A, Two.
& Do you know the numbers of these cookhouses? A. I belicbe 1 and 2.

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: You were in Belsen for about a week, is that right, before

the British came? L. Yes, asbout a wcck,

Q that was the timo whon the prisoncrs werc very hungry indecd, was not it?

A WOrc very hungry.

Q cywhosc orders werc you Whoen you werce periorming these dutics?

A Hau uhrer Voglor, ;

Q Did you oxpect that the hungry inmates of Belsen would ?arti’oularly at
that time cavoyr to Btcal any food that was possiblc? ke Yes,

Q Did you consQl t it would bc right if a thiof was caught at That time
that it should rted to tho commandant so that a propor example should
bo made of him to{d }‘others? A, Ny, I do not think so.

Q Did you get no instruc what you were to do if you caught somebody trying

to steal from the foo A. No, I have not becn told anything.
a

Q@ How many thicves do you s tually caught during that last wock?
A There were very few thieves c€migg # tho food store because we had three or
four prisoners guarding the do
se’ ny pcoplc were brought to you oxr
¢ during the last week? A. I
> food store, but I know they

Q Will you answer my quostion plea

you know of who werc stcaling from t@
camot remember a singlo casc cxactly féfo

werc stealing vegetobles from next door

&y.
i MEMBER OF TIE COURT: Did you carry a rovolvc 0 firc-arms? A, I had

a revolver,
Q Did you carry a stick? ie 10, I had no stick. O
THE PRESIDENT: Have you any qucstions on that? O

CAPT, BROWN: No, ' ' 'O

(The accusod lcaves the placc from which ho
has given his evidenc:,

CAPT. BROWN: Therc¢ is one poimt upon which I would ask the indulgence of the
Courte I have been trying to trace 2 witness on bchalf of this accused and
I havo got what I might call 2 clue. I think there is a possibility that
. I may be able to trace the witness some time this weck and I would like to
ask the Court if I could call him on bchalf of this accusecd later,
THE PRESIDENT: Have you any objection to that, Col. Backhouso?
COL., BACKHOUSE: I have no objection at all.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the Court fully realise there has boen considerable
difficulty in getting witnesses so you can produce the witness in due course.

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: If it is agrecd,

THE PRESIDENT: I think we agreed that from the beginning,
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CAPT, FIELDEN: I rcprescnt the threc accused P:anhcn, No. 223 Otto, No. 23;
-nd Stofel, Npe 25, They arc all included in the Belsen chargo orly. I
proposc to call Pinchon to give his cvidence.

THE ACCUSED, ANCHOR PINCHEN, takes his stand
at the place from which the other witnesses
have given their cevidence and, having been

duly sworn, is examined by CAFT. FIELDEN as

follows: =
Q at is your full name, and how do you spell it? A. Ansgar Pichen.
Q d where were you born? ‘A On the 22nd September, 1913, in Esbérg.
in rke .
Q What na ity was your father whén you werc born? A, 4 Dane,

Q Did you g fromienmark to Upper Silesia in 19147 Le - Tas,
4

What happencd
ard we became Po

O

in 19227 Ae In 1922 Poland took over Upper Silcsia
@xationals.

When did you first German Army? A, On the 25th May, 1940.
Were you conscripted?

Did you become a mexnbér of Inf antry Division'? Lo Yes.
Were you wounded on the 25th No s 19427 - K T XeBg

Was your left hand crippled as a ro that Wound? As Yos,
Will you show your left hand to the Cour he witness does 504 )
Did you go to hospital as a result of that Ao YeoSe

When did you leave hospital? A. 10th Jmuary L5 e

Where did you go to then? A, Troppau in Moravias

How long did you stay there? A. Until Marech, 1911-3-0

‘ 4
Where did you go to then? A, Newstadt in Silcsia, O

B ey Rl s e T

Where did you go from there? 4. To a P.0.W. camp, punishment @amp, in
Blcohammer, in Upper Silesia.

COL. BACKHOUSE: I think therc is no doubt it is the samc place but a different
spelling.

CAPT, FIELDEN: When did you arrive therc?  As At the end of March, 1943,

Q Where did you go to from Blechanner? As  Then in June, 194, I camec to
Dunbrowa in Poland,

Q Whon did you leave Dumbrowa? A, In July.

Q What year?  hAe 194k,

Q@ What happened then? e I went back to Blechanner conccentration camp.
COL. BaCKHOUSE: Iic said June, did not he?

THE INTERPRETER: He said June and July but I do not think he understands the
diffcrence between June and .Julye I will ask him again,

THE WITNESS: Julye
21,
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CAPT. PIELDEN: When did you leave Blochsmmer? As 2lst January, 19L5.
Q' Where did you go to fram Blechamer? 4. GrosSsrosSon, :

When did you arrive there? Le On approximatcly the 20th Fobruary, 1945,

Q

0 When did you lcave Grossrosen? ‘Ae On the 25th Fcbruary, 1945.

@ Did you loave Grossrosen with any other of the accused? A. Yes, together
with Francioh (Accused No,16) and with two others who arc mot here,

Q rg did you go to frém Grossroson? L, Bergcn-Belsen.

Q TWhe . ou arrive therc? A, &bout the 10th March, 1945.

Q What hap when you first arrived at Bolsen? 4. I was dotailed for
guard duti ut I refused as I was cxcused guard,

Q Why were yoxf d guard? Aes Becausc of my hand,

Q Did you Jjoin the
I should now join
the 8.5. I do not ky

L. They took away my papers and I undcrstond that
¥, but whether I had boen accepted for service with

Q Did you cvecr wecar an rm? h, No,.
€ What wag the first work you d@ . On the 27th in the kitchen = cookhousec.
Q Which kitchen was that? A. Kj 0, 2, as a sort of apprentice so I

Q What did you do aftor that? A
Noes 1,

should learn the Job undcr Untersc rer, Huoskel
A.f‘to:/

/
&days I tock charge of cookhouse
Q How long did you stay in that position? A.& pto tho day of my being
arrcsted on the 17th April, 1945,
(4t 1300 hours the Court is @1gfcdy)
(At 1430 hours the Court is re—ope

(The accused arc again brought beforc the &0

Q We had arrived at the stage where you were put in charge of No$ chen
and you said that you stayed there until the liberation of tho cafp? A. Yes,.

¢ Did you have a pistol whilst:you werc at Belsen? A, Yes,

O

Did you carry it whilst you worked in the kitchen? A, No, during my
working in thekitchen I did not carry it., I put it into a ouphoard, but on
the way from the barracks to the kitchen I carried it.

Q Was that cupboard locked? As, TYes.
Q Vas the pistol loaded? Ko Wos
Q@ What were youwr dutioes in the cookhouse? A, I Was suporvisihk the cooking.
0 What were your hours of work?  Ae Once in the morning and once in the
af ternoone

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think he has quite followed,
CAPT, FIELDEN: Thore worc two shifts, actuallye.

THE WITNESS: Either 0300 hours until 1300 hours or in the afternoon from 1300
hours until 2300 hours or mid-nigh‘l:‘.22
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CAPT, FIELDEN: Who was in charge of the kitchen when you were not there?
A The second chef, or the second cook; I know only his Christian names His
Christian name is Josef but I do not know his other name.

Q How many internces worked in the kitchen?  As 55

Q When you arrived at Belsen were any specific orders given to you as to how
you were to trcat thc internees? Ae Noa

you describe to the Court the locatian of the various guards and sentries
Kitchen Nos 1? As The first thing, necar the kitchen wecre the towers,
chtowersy which were always guarded; then there was one guard at the
the second guard near the bread stores and the third guard near the

escribe your relations with the internees working in your
s on good terms with those internees working for me.

thing to help them? A, Yes, I saw that they had becn
they were very huntry so I went to the bread stores
and saw some brea was broken, broken loaves of bread, and I brought
a number of these bIolfn "loaves into the kitchen and distributed them
amongst the prisoners,

7

ophia Litwinska, Volume 7 of the transcript
¢ testimony of the prosecution witness

of shooting in the vicinity of kitchen
their parade? As. Yes, I remember,

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Wherc is this? Q/
CAPT, FIELDEN: This witness did not identi accused as being implicated

in that shooting, but I think the prosecu @1 agree it is the same

I now refer to the tesT¥o
vage 7« Do you remember hclusi

Sophia Litwinska who made 2lldfa
Noe 1 on the day when the S.S. €

O

incident as is referred to in the affidavit tera Wajshlum, which is

Noe 167a
COLa BACKHOUBE: Y(,So

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: The only point T was raising was t vce not taken it
down in my book as agalnst this witnesss

CAPT. FIELDEN: The witness who came to the Court did not make®agf specific
allegation against this accused, but she did make certain all
which she said that the S.S., personnel of Kitchen Nos 1 were i

THE PRESIDENT: This corroborates this affidavit; that is what you are driving
at, is it? - | :

CAPT. FIELDEN: Yese j
THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: What is the voluae you want us to look at?
CAPT. FIELDEN: RFoe 7 page 7s . : ;

COL. BACKHOUSE: You really want to look at the bottom of page 6 to realise
she is speaking of this mane

CAPT., FIELDEN: She is relating to kitchen Noe 12

COL. BACKHOUSE:  Yese

CAPT, FIFLDEN: (To the witness): Do you ramember the occasion shortly before

¥ the liberation of the camp when all the S.S. men were called on a parade?
YGSQ
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Q Will you tell the Court what happened on that occasion? A. I.got an order
through the '‘phone that all S.S. men and also those in charge of the
cookhouses had to go on parade., Kommandant Kramer spoke to us and told us
that we had to stay on our jobs until the British troops arriveds Then I
remember that during the appel somebody came and reported to Kramer that the
cookhouse Noe 2 had been =~ that there was some trouble there, sorxrtof revolt,
but I did not bother about it; my duty was finished so I went to my own
barracks.

u locked the kitchen and taken the key with you on the parade? A. Yese

id you give the key at the end of the parade? As¢ I gave it to
ook who worked under my commandy with the Christian name Josef
igndd befores

Q Did you go‘ > kitchen or did you go to the vicindty again that day
after the end the gparade? As No, I went to my barracks because I did
not feel very wgll I did not go to the kitchen until the next daye

Q I now refer to the
respectively Nos. 30
of Zemoski, Have you e

its of Jekecl Gutman and Simcha Zamoski, which arc
o Gutman's affidavit is merely corroborative
cen in charge of a bathhouse? Ae No, nevers

O

Have you ever been at Do I have never scen Dorae

Q@ I now refer to the affidavit o lov Halota —————=—

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Before you go on

ce if we agrec on this, will youe
So far as I am concerned Zomoski sail i

oc to the detriment of this man?

CAPT, FIELDEN: All he alleged against him ¥ /t he was at the door of the
bathhouses

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Exactly. The witness Gutman c@ot take it any further
except to corroborate that and, therefore; all i - ts toy so far as
Gutman and Zamoski are concerned, is that they botl sgyf he did certain
Jobs which he did not dos That is the sole accusatio ,‘iﬁ?

CAPT. FIELDEN: Yess

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: That is what the Court have got and they Q take it on
that basise 2

CAPT. FIELDEN: I refer now to the affidavit of Stanislav Halotay Noe
(To the witness): What do you say about the allegations contained 1
paragraph 2 of that affidavit? A« The first thing is I never cooked for
the women's compound; the second thing is the affidavit says that I killed
with one bullet two persons = that is hdrdly possibles

Q Are the allegations contained in that paragraph ﬁme or not true? A. Untrue.

Q Are you a good shot with a pistol ? A. No; I had ny training at the guns
but never with a pistol.

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: Where does the witness refer to the women's compound in
relation to the Halota affidavit ?

CAFT., PIELDEN: In the third sentencce in paragraph 2. "I was in a working party
which had to carry containers of soup from Pichen's kitchen to the woen's
caamp™,i . !

THE PRESIDENT: That does not nccessarily say it was a women's kitchen.



CAPT. FIELDEN: He  is merely pointing out that he is making several errors
apart from the fact that he was the man who was concerned, and in addition
he has made a mistake about food being taken from kitchen nuiber one to
the women's camp. (To the witness) Are the allegations contained in
paragraph 2 of the affidavit correct ¢ A. No, they are not true. Three

wecks before the British troops came I had not been working in cookhouse
Noe 1.

CAPT. FIELDEN: I think the allegations contained in paragraph 3 have already

been denicd by his description of what happened on the day the SS men had
heir parade.

(To the witness) Did you ever carry a stick or rubber
Belsen ? Ae  Nos

Q Have you eve

l-treated prisoncrs ? A. I never had any reason for it

Q Have you ever sy ny prisoners ? A. No, I ncver used my pistol in
Bergen-Belsens ﬁ

Q Were any of the peo have nde accusations against you internees who
worked in your cooklo @ A. This witness Wajsblum, but I do not know

whether she had been n ny kitchens

Q Were any of the other people 3
ees who worked in your cookh

ve made accusations against you intern=—
A. Noe

Q Did you ever have a pass or a pen@l ing you to go into the women's
compound ? A, No. /’h-“ : '

MAJOR WINWCOD: ©No questions. 0 |

MAJOR MUNRO: No questions. QO

MAJOR CRANFIELD: No questions. : .

CAPT. ROBERTS: No questions. | OO

Cross=examined by CAPTAIN BROWN . :
Q Do you know the accused Mathes, nwiber 18 2 A, I got tosgfioyglhin in

prison in Celle,

Q Wes he cver in cookhouse No, 1 whcn you werce there ? As NOo

Q How many cookhouses were therc in the men's compound ?  A. Two kitchensa

Crosg=cxamined by CAPTAIN CORBALLY

Q Do you know the accused Barsch ? A. I got to know him in the hospital
when I had typhus. i .

Q Vhen was that ? A. Between May and August 1545.
Q Was he ever an S8 nan in kitchen No,1 while you were there ? " As  Noe
Q As far as you know was he in any of the kitchens in Belsen ?° A, I do not

know him, I think I lmew fairly well all the people who were in charge of
the kitchens, but during the appels I have never secn hii



CAPT. NEAVE: No questions.

CAPT. PHILLIPS: No questions,
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BOYD: No questionse.

Cross—cxarined by CAPTAIN MUNRO

Do you know this woman ? (Indicating Nowl5) L. Yes.

she work in cookhouse No.1 at Belsen © A. Yes, during the last
before the arrival of the British troops.

JE WICZ: No questionss

Cross~cxamined by COLONEL BACKHOUSE

When you wé¥c at Bfechanner were you at a concentration camp or onc of the
prisoncr of wer s ? A. When I was there for the first tine I was
in a- P' O.v{' Cai.

And the second tim ﬁ The second time it was a working camp belonging
23X

to the Auschwitz are

It was one of the outs of Auschwitz, wos not 4t ? A. That is
what I have been told, but >t know.

When did you really go there forglnglirst time 2 A, On the 10th March
1943, and I stayed there until Feh 19he

Where did you go in February 194l 2 f\browa
That was in February 194, was it 2 A. @
When did you go back to Blechanner ? A. I Ollie

You rcalise that is not what you told us earlier to=-day, do not you ?
Ae Yes, I told that I left Dunbrowa in June,

_ L 4 c \
You said you went therc in June this norning ? As I n February,
was sent to Neustadt and directly to Dunbrown.

A

—

- 3 . . ’ =
This is all quite different to what you told us this morning,{is it ?
Ae It is the same,

ahd then

This morning you told us that you went to Neustadt in March 1943
from Neustadt to Blechanncr at the cnd of March 194.3; is that right ?
AL YCS. :

Then you told us that you stayed at Blechanner until yom went in June of
194 to Dunbrowa; is that right ? 4. No, froma March 1943 uutil Pehruaty
1942 in Blechanner.

Was that a Straffe camp for prisoners of war 2 A. Yese

What was your unit then 7 A. Lagerschutz Coupany, Battalion No.8.
Who wes in command ? A, Major Ticherbe.

How 1ong'were you at Dunbrowa ? A, Four months,

Then in July 1944 did you go back to Blechanner ? Ao YCSe ?
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Q

Q

This timc to the concentration camp ?  A. The official nane was Labour
Camp not concentration camp.

The official name of Belsen wes Transit Camp, was it not 2 4. T do nov
know,

Fron July 1944 to January 1945 do you say you were a guard at Blechanner ?
A. Yes.

en you went to Grossrosen ? Ay Ycs.

0 you say you arrived at Grogsroscn ? A, Approximately 20th

F‘ 191-}-5'

This s you said 21st Jonuary, did you not ¢ A. We left Blecharn.r
NUAT Y«

Were were yom j s nonth in betwecen 2 A. We marched from Blechanner

to Grossrosens

Are you surc you @% go to Dora ? A. I did not go to Doras

Did you stop ~t Nordha @ Ae T know only the camp at Grossrosén wherc
I spent four daye; thi

Then you say you left Gx‘ossﬁﬂit Franchic ? Ae. Yes,
And you say you axrived at B g he 10th March; is that righv ?

elst¢
A. I do not know exactly, but I &Eotween the 10th and 15th Marcha
Why did you object to doing guard du % n you. were up there ?

A. Becausec I an excused guard dubices. &
you 2 Ae Ve, T did

You have donc guard duties =t Blcchanner, hx@o
as a sort of deputy for somebody on these du
You did guard duties at Dunbrowa, did not you ?

g > were uarding
the works there at Dunbrowa.and we staycd at the entffandg so that anybody
who was not allowed to enter should not go in.

Do you really tell us that for a fortnight in March at Bo; en gou did
nothing at all ? A, No, I did no“ do anything at all. ? S @C
the MeOe and he stated that I wa excused guard dutics.

o?. to
Who was the M.0. you saw there ? fe T do not knowe

Then you went to cookhouse Noe2 undcr Heuskel ? A. "Yes.

Then there is no doubt about it at 0ll, you arc the man who then Decane in
charge of cookhouse No.1, are not you ? A. Yeose

Of course, you have charged your appearance a great deal, have not you,
since you werc arrested ? A., I do not know; I do not think I have «
changeda.

You wore your hair pretty long whilc you were at Belsen, did not you ?
A. Yes, I wore it very long, but in hospital when I had typhus my hair
was cut off,

You did not wear a moustache when you were in Belsen either, did you ?
A. I believe I had one.

o



Q Just look at this -hotograph and sce if you can recognise yourself in it
(Photograph SG3 handed) A, Yes, number three from the lefte '

Q Do you rcmember Litwinska who gave evidence ?  As  Yess
Q She worked in your kitchen, d4id not she ? A, Yes.

Q Are you surpriscd that she could not pick you out although she worked in
your kitchen for a long time ? A, Yes, I was very much surprised she
could not recognisec me.

ou remcuber Zylberdukaten ? A, Yes.

W ou surprised when she could not manage to recognise you ® A, I do
notEAON Zylberdukaten,

cd whenZemoski nissed you as well 2 A. He could not

Q Were yo DILg
if he was in Dora and I myself had never been there.

recognise gle
Q Never nind a
at Belsen, had @o
I had only fema

for a moment, Zomoski had seen you in the kitchen
? sA. I had nothing to‘de with the male prisoncrs.
mers working in ry kitchen.

Q@ Who took the food a 9@ your kitchen ?  A. Five or six Russians were
employed on it. Th 3 ith a handcart and fetched the food from the
kitchen.

Q Men or women ? A, Men, :
Of course, your kitchen was in u@jompound, was it not 2 A. Yes.

You told us that you know the staff alllN\the kitchens there. Let us
Just scc if we can agrece then, Who was{al arge of kitchen Noel ?

A. It was a Scharfuhrer, I do not remenD name.

O

O

Q Who was the other SS man with hin who looked @ the other shift ?
As Therc was only onc therec.

4
Q Who locked after the seccond shift 2 A. I do not@
Q It was im&diatoly opposite the bath-house, was it mo

Ao Yesoe
:
Q You are gquite sure it was not Mathcs and Melcher 2 A. N§ W him
quite well but he hanged hiuself in the prison at Celle.

@ Who worked in the 88 kitchen ? A, Stumscharfuhrer May.

Q Do you kmow who wiorked in it before hin ? A, I do not kmows

Q@ If you came into the kitchen from the main entrance to the camp, before
you actually came into the lager, if you came down from the SS quarters
or if you come down from the Hath-house, the first kitchen you would
come to would be kitchen No.l, would it mot ? 4. Yes, it is kitchen
Noes but it is still in the SS part.

Q The first one you came to would be Nosk ?  Ae Yese

¢ 4nd the second one you camc to would be the 89 kitchen, would it not ?
A Yes, the SS kitchen and the canteen together in one block.

@ That would be the sccond kitichen you came to, would it mot ?  A. Yese

204



Q In fact, if it was souebody who was counting instead of knowing the
proper numbers they might very reasonably call it kitchen No.2, might
they not ? A. No, because everybody knew that number 1 was a kitchen
for the prisoncrs and the second one was for the S8 personncl.

Q The SS kitchen was quite near to the main gate into the men's compouz;d.,
was it not ?  A. No; it is some distance = about 150 to 180 metres.

Q Did you ever eat any vegetebles in the SS mess ¢ A. Yese.

Q ¢ thosc prepared in the S kitchen ? A. No, they were prepared in
elldr, and this cellar was in the men's compounde

Q Th@f; they taken to the SS kitchen to the cook ? As Yecs.

Q Going b tQ your own affairs and dealing first of all with the 13th
Avril, yfefcrc gefinitely in charge of kitchen Noes1 then, were you not ?
Ae Y.-,GSQ *

Q Were you coo in those days ? As Yes.

Q Did they bring t

n in cartloads at a time and tip then outside your
kitchen 2 A. The

W @ 21ways in front of the kitchen, night and day.

Q@ By that time thc prish J@?e getting prewty hungryy werc they not ?
he I do not kmow,

Q Do not you know ? A I do w Wwhether they were hungry, but I nust
assunec that they were,

Q They were dying of hunger all rounrl@ ere not they ? A. I know that
many had dicd, but whether they had didd starvation, I could not saye

. Q You could sec it for yourself, could you nc@ A. Yes, I have scen that
they were very thin, ’ :

Q What do yocu mean you do not know whether theyQ hungry or not ?
Ae I do not know whethcr on the 13th they were a®r very hungry, but

I assune they were.
Prisoners uscd. to h'm;g round the kitchen, did not th.ey,Qy"l

bit of turnip or rdato pecl ?  A. They never touched oty
kitchen Noe1s I have heard that they have stormed kitchen
they never took anything from my kitchens

O

s to get a
5> from
s Jout

\

Q0 They used to hang around the kitchen waiting for an opportunity, did not
they ? 4. No, my kitchen was outside the compound so therefore the
‘prisoners could not simply come and hang around ny kitchen.

O

It was on the side of the main road, was it not ? A, Joth kitchens were
on the main road, but the compounds were separateds

Q Both one and two kitchens were in precisely the samo place 0 far as the
compounds were concerncd, they werc both by the side of the main road,
were they not ?  A. Yes. '

O

By that time they were dragsing the bodies away, wexe they noty you had
this procegsion of prisoners working all day dragging bodics down to the
graves ? As  That was in camp nmuber 2; they-did not pass kitchen
mmber 1. : ;
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I put it to you that on that day, 13th April, you shot two men who werec
trying to get some turnips 2 A. It is not true, -

Do you reuseiber a week or two beforc that searching a prisoncr just out-
side the kitchen who had got some foodstulfs on him ?  A. I do not
renmenber that I had shot anybody = - ~

I did not say anything about shooting, I said searching ? A. The
cident to which the witncss refcrs happened three weeks before that :
€e I had never been = - - =

I t ask you anything about threc weeks or about shooting. What I
askd was a weck or two before the British came did you in fact

search t risoners 7 Ae I do not rcmember.

Have you &cr sgfched any prisoncrs outside the kitchen ?  A. No, I

If you have neve@ it why is it you cannot remember whether you
did it a fortnigh the British came ? . A, I have nevcr done

such thingrs.
I suggest to you that baclk to the kitchen, put the foodstuffs

down, and then went out ar the prisoncr. with your pistol ?

Ae The first thing is the.p was locked in the cuvboard, and the
second thing is I vwms glad whe | not need to use my pistol because
I had difficultics with my axr, :

Why, did you have to use it sometimes S /&o, NCVCTre

Coming to the day of this parade, what dato that you had this
parade when Kraner sent for you all ? A ranciber cxactly
whether it was the 13th or 14the It was on the whcn all the

aufseherin returned from Neuengamic.

Who did the cooking and looked aftcr the kitchens when aufseherin

were awmy the day beforc ?  A. Nobody, because they Wereyav only for
a day or two.

You told us that you got a telephone message, Where did that comfe from ?
A. Fron the office, and I should think from Kramer.

Did that iessapge tell you that all S8 men and kitchen personael were to
I‘CPOI"G 7 Ao \ Yese

Did they all report ? A. I assumed that everybody ceme from Noei;
both of us from Nose2, and Noe 3 Francioh; so I think everybody was there.

Was Jemner thcre 7 Lo T do not remembers I should think yes.
And the man from Nosk ? A. Yes, hc was there.

Cannot you rcmember his name now ? ° A. Noe
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Did you turn all the girls out and lock the kitchen up ?  A. The girls
working in the kitchen waitcd outsidce the kitchen and sat in th3 sune

ou told them to leave the kitchen did you ?  A. Yes, I gave ordexrs
t they should lecave the kitchen until the other man returned,

Wa. 5 Just onc gunrd left on the watch tower 2 A. I do not know who
WS vatch tower, but I had scen Hungarian guards in the road.

The witnesseipnfR
Piohen and al @
not know the naig
Jogef",  Did yo
Ae Josef was his
private,

idavit nuaber 167 says: "After about half an hour
Rottenfuhrer who worked in the kitchen returned, I do
the Rottenfuhrer except that his first nome was
nﬁ Rottenfuhrer called Josef working with you ?

e he was not a Rottenfuhrer. He was simply a

The witness says: "Many 1 isoncrs who were starving took the :
opportunity of obtaining t OsYwiich were paled up outside. kitchen No.
1".  They werc piled up outsid kitchen were not they ?  Ae. - Yes, ° _

that is truec,.

Can you think of a better time to t@ teal the turnips than when all
the SS guards had gone off on a para A. That was quite impossible
because in front of the kitchen, Just c@\o-piles of turnips, therc
was a guard on duby.

Was it whilst that parade was going on that
that there was trouble at No. 2 kitchens A

got the message to say

e O

Did not you hurry back to sce whether your kitchen was@ right, and did
not Heuskel hurry back to see if his kitchen was all rig T@"QA:‘ My
.

kitchen was locked with a key, but I understand that Housk: hen

was open. Into my kitchen it was izpossible for them to coi

But you had your pile of turnips outside, had you not ? A. But therc
was a guard there,

Was not there a guard outside Heuslel's kitchen 2 A. I do not knowe

I suggest to you that you and Josef came running back thogether and when
you saw the prisoncrs around your cookhouse stealing thee turnips you
both started shooting ?

That is not truec, because I went to my barracks and Josef  could not .

shoot because he had a rifle s but his rifle was in his baprsackse Into

his lkitchen he only took z bayonet.



Now you remember what Litwinska said in Court., da. you not ? A Yes,

b St
She gaid: "The wan in charge of the kitchen told ‘T am going to lock up
the kitchen for an hour or so'.”. You were -the ma.‘;sin éhame who @id the
locking up, were you not ? A Yes, - i :

Then she went on: "All the S.S. men had a meeting then for a hour or an hour
and a half, We were waiting in front of the kitchen%, | Is that true 7

L DNo, it was not as long as that; wmaximum half an houxr,

What time wis this parade oalled for ? A I do not know exactly, but it

y went on for half an hour, you would not be due off duty at the end

ade, would you ? L Oh yes, because I started early in the
morni
You told it you sterted carly in the morning you were not due off
paradc unti o' ghock, If this parade was at 12 and only went on for

half an hour, ¢o}
have been half
so very important,

mre not due off parade, wére you ? 4 It might easily
12, end the whole question of a half an hour that was not

Then she says: "Ncar § itchen there were the remains of vegetables,
@- vegetables”, That is true, is it not ?

A Turnips were there,

&tatoes.
Then she says: "At thet mom QS . men returuned!" = not "The S,8, man' -
¢

"and started shooting" ? £ ot know, T went into my barracks and ‘
Joseph could not have shot wit

You now, I put it to you that you indufR just once, but on more than one .

occasion in what had become a popular Belsen, that vas for the cooks

to' shoot prisoners who came round the co ? A No, I must repeat

that I was very glad if I did not necd to. I have been for 18 morhlﬂfs
at the front and I have done enough shooting. & would have prefexred o
do some shooting I could have volunteered to g c front again.

Yes, but somebody might have shot at you then, midht thé - not ? A Yes,
that is true, but I do not know anything about a sort wourd te sport

of shooting. . Q

Who was your other aufseherin ? You have told us about I Forgter, or
somebody has. Ilse T'orster was one of them, was she not 2
Forster was one and then for a few days there was a woman cal
and then another woman called Friederich, and T do not know whea
reason; I think they were sick because they changed over all the fgme,

Is 01t the girl who stood up just now ? A Yes, she was working in the
kitchen, but in the peeling department, where they peel potatoes.,

: +RHANEL ‘
Will No, 45 stand up, (Accused Iémstands up). Was that the other
girl who Work4d in your poteto. peeling department ? A No, I do not know
that gi-rl, : . ' ' : :
Wes No. 42, Lisiewitz ever . in your kitchen ? A Yes,
What was she doing 2 4L In the peeling shed, She was working there for

a sh ort period,

Had any of the other women in the dock worked in your kitchen ? L Only
Ilse Forster and the two in the peeling shed; nobody else.

Just Ilse Forster in the kitchen and the other two in the peeling shed; is
t hat right ? &8s B
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CAPTAIN FIE

CAPTATN FIELDEN:

O

OO

O

o

You know thoy behaved very badly in the kitchen, did they not, to the
prisoners ? A T camo t say, because of the short period I have becn
in charge of the kitchen,

Do you remecmher a young Rottenfuhr er who worked in that kitchen who went to
complain to Muller that he could not stand the beating and stealing in the
kitchen ? A I cannot renerber, .

He
ol
[N
(¢}

We arc talking of the right kitchen, arc we not,
orked it ? A Yes,

the one Litwinska

u ncver see Ilse Forster beating Litwinska ?. A I cannot remeaber,

I Well, if you camnot remerber I will not ask you any morc

re~cxamination.
(The sccuscd nlace from which he has given his evidence).
scecused is Walter Otto and I will call him now,
fr‘O‘”\ v]'blch withesscs hcve given tllbll‘ ev:Lclonco
and having 1 svor n is cxamined by CAPTAIN FIELDEN
as follows:

What is your full namc ¢ A9 ¢ r Otto,

Wh en and wherc were you born ? @n he 20th July, 1906 in Wuppertal,

Is that in the Rhineland ? LA Yes 0

Whot is your m.tionaﬁlity ? A  German, @

What was your civilian occcupation ? . 4 EleCtrifian,

When did you first join the German forces 9 A’ rOhe end of Sevtember

I was called and I had to report on the 15th Octobe @ in Berlin,
Oranierburg,

Were you then cong rii;)ted into the S.8. ? A Yes. ¢

When did you first arwive at Belsen ? L On Sunday, Lth Fofialy, 1945.
Will you tell the Court what work you did first at Belsen ? A We arrivéd

on Sunday and then .the officcs werc closed, 2o we rcported again on Monday
and we saw Houptscharfuhrer Steinmctz and ho apnoln’cou us to do work as
clectricians. We started our Jjob on Tuesda

nndc the electrie installations and did

What work did you do ? £ We

répair works in new blocks and on the lager main street.

Were you put in charge of an elecc "L'rioi'-'n's cormendo 7 A . ¥eg, O8

Tuesday we told the lageraltester *no t hold of 211 the clectricians amongst
the prisoners, We geave them a ‘tcst nd at last we had o kormando of about

17 or 18 clectricians,

CAPTAIN FIFLDEN: T will refer the witncss to the accusations againgt hi%q, which

Q

in the efPfidavit of Stojowska, on moge 149 end 150,  (To the witness Have
you read paragraph L of the affidevit on page 129 ? A Yes,
What do you say to that ? A Thiu is about .block 213 in the wormen's

corpound, This cormpound was closed and I could not enter it without the
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permitt of ‘the doctor, Furthermorc I have never heen a b_ockfuhrer because
it was not possible for somebody working in administratioa to be a blockfuhrer,

Have you ever been to block 213 or in its irmediate vicinity 2 L To, only
in the begimning of March I went with Dr. Horstmann to block. 209 to make that
dghtist's place. -

to refer you to paragraph 5 of the same affidavit, What do you say
7% 4 About the 10th or the 11th March, after we had fixed up
's place, we had been in blocks 195 to 203, We were in the

front the camp and we had to do some repair work, - In this block 201
was a Po an, blockaltester called Aldona, I have never seen a

Have you ecver ¥ anyone at Belsen ? L No,

Have you ever done 7 to help the internees at Belsen ? -
A Yes, After we had lectricion kommano with always the same 18
people, Hauptscharfuhr tz and T saw to it that they received new

shoes, two new sets of und
who has been here, Dr. Bende

; and a new suit, Then we asked the witnoss
?w and look at our kommando, He came

two or three times a week and sald t they were rather weak, Then we went

to Vogler, who was in charge of the a@s ation, and asgked for more food,

and as the result of that we rececived cov @y a double ration from kitchen

No., 4, As this was not sufficient wc went t@ ageraltester Hanka and

we saw to it that we received for our komnando cvegf week twice ten extra

loaves of bread, = kilogramme of morgarine, some marmfflad and sometimes

some tinned meat, Purthermore, in the sccond week of tOmmando we got
*

1,200 cigarettes for them. Afterwards we had more cigarettoswgfidgihen

we could not receive cigercttes we had pipe tobacco. We had always

something to smoke,
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Was it any part of your work to concern yourself with the beds in the
women's lager? Ao Noo

CAPT. FIELDEN: That completes my examination.

MAJOR WINWOOD: DNo questionse

MAJOR MUNRO: No.questions.

MaJOR CRANFIELD: No questions, and Capt. Roberts has no questions.

> e w—

Crogs~—examined hy CAFT, BROWN.

WN: My questions relate to the accused No.18, Mathes. (To the witnoss)
do the clectrical repair worl: in the bathhousc? A Yess

Qs Can y® the court approximately what date that was? A. It happened

Qe

Qe

several CS

Can you tellyp t
a Priday I k
happened then v

ourt when the last date was? A. On the 6th iwvril, It was
ocausc on Friday our whole kommando was bathed, and it
were there for the last time.

Do you know who was ihe bathhouse then? A, Mathes was present,
I had been talking wit and two men, members of the wehmmacht, but I do

not know them, @
CAFT, CORBALLY: No guestions.

CaPT, NELE:; No questions.

CAPT, PHILLIPS: No quostions. @/
BOYD:  No qucstions., 0

5

CAPT, MUNRO: No questions, - @

LT. JEDRZETOWICZ: No questions. '

THE PRESIDENT: I am not surc I havc that answor righ%. THE 6th april was the
last time he had been in the bathhouse because: the w mando was bathed
there? ol o : :

CAFT, BROVN: Yes, on that date. . e

O

Qe

Qe

<o
'3

A%

-part of the camp was therc already.

Cross—cxardncd by COL. BACKHOUSE.

Do you say you were conscripted into the 5.5. in October 19407 Aselesy

Is not it true that you werc conscripte? tQ the army and volmrbuer'(ﬂvfpr the
S-So? A' NO. y

The S.5. was still pretty difficult to get into in 1940, was not it?
I roceived an order to go to Berlin, Oranienburg, to the:S.S.

Werc not yowealled upy first in your own recruiting arca? ie No,

We have got about four and a half vears sap from October 1940 to 1945, Vhat
happened when you got to Oranienburg? Vherc did you go to after that?

. We arrived in the afternoon and in the evening 100 of us werc scmt to husclwito.

how long did you stey at ausclwitz? 4. Until 21st January 1945,

- You must have been one of the people who was at Auschwitz longer than
anybody else, were not you? A, I do not know,.
The place was only really built in 1940, wes not it? & Vhen we arrived

/
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You reglly wetchod it grow and helpoed it elong, did not you? A, Ycse

What was your employment there? 4. I was an electrician, I had my training
first and then my work was an c¢loctriciean.

Who was in charge of tho electrical wnrk there? A. After a ycar of
training in the company I came into the cloctrical departrent in May 1942,
Oberscharfuhrer Bohn was in chargc of that department,

You had a full year, in fact rathcer more then a ycar, as an ordinary S.8S.
man first in the camp, did you? ire Ycs, more than o year,

Tgich part of the camp were you cmployed in? A, Ausclwitz No.1.

whon you first went thoere it was all onec, was not it? It had not

grow o Auschwitz No,1 and No.27 he Yes, only onc campe
Were you @i clectrical work whon they were building the other one?
N2, I hav working in Auschwitz No.1, %

Whon you lcft®i itz where Aid you o to first?  A. Pirst wo went to

Dunskirchen, PIY

How were you travel ‘%by car, by train, by bicycle, walking or what?
W¢ travelled by car, :

Were you in this corwo g ten vehicles we hcard about? A. I
travelled alone in a frod tRucW. ;

and did you gn on directly until
somewhere for the night, sbvious
Belsen? A, We went from Dunskir
and a half. Then we went £o Oranionb

ot to Belsen? I ixan, call in
did you gradually go straight to
Grnssroscn, stayed there for a day

Did you sec anything of Francioh (Noi16) r&mhon on your way? A, No,

Or liathes? Lo Noo

You have told us you werc turned into an electrici again when you got to
Belsen, and ynu have told us all about getting this ¢fg or your komnando,
Food cruld bo obtained all right then if anybody wantdd i%2. A, Yos, as far
as I know it was possible,

margaring for his lommando? A, Yes, I did get it from th@f lggfpfltester,

Provided an S5.8. man tock sufficient troublc he could g;cf b@:@d and

And the lageraltester could producc it if you asked for it? A, %Igll, he was
the chief prisoncr in the camp and hec hed a sort of an extra supply for the
working parties, not ~nly my kommandn znt cxtra food but other working
partics as well,

Was the position that people who were fit to work got £--d and people who
were stick and unlit to work were allowed to starve? A, I camot tell,

Literally thousands of peoplc did starve to death there, did not they? A.Yes.

But your kommando got fed all right? ite JCB,

And the rther working komnandns? e I have scen scveral working partics
at kitchen 4 who reeeived this extra food supply.

Is that why kitchen No.4 was kept outside in the S.S8. part? A, Yos, it
was opposite the 8.8, kitchon, :
Is not the truth of the matter that food was produced for pcople fit to work
and no food preduced for those who were not? 4. I do not know; I can only
say that I received frod for my kommando

Who was in charge of kitchen No,L? L Scharfuhreor Geissler.

and who were the aufseherin in that kitchen? A. I do not know the names of
the auf'scherin,but the second cork was Sturmbann Pohl,

And who was in the S.8. kitchen when you were there? Was Mathes still
there? A, Therc was Sturmscharfuhrer May and anothcr chap with the
Christian name of Erich, but I do not know his surname,
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You told us the last time you went inbo theo bathhouse was on the éth of
April? A, Yes,

When did the clectricity faill? A, On the 12th or 13th April,

After <that there wag no water suonly, was there? A, No, there was no
water,

Was everybody very tusy then? 4, We had anough to dos

ery large proportion of the 3.8. had gone awey, had not they? 4. I do
ow how many went but I went to Neuene Gamme and when I came baok a
art of the S.3, and the Wehrmacht had gone,

t of the party, thc oncs who wore left, had a tremendous lot on
ad not they? Ay Ycs, wc had quitic a lot &f work %o do
st gwo men and only Steinmetz and I were left to do the jobe

I am not tall only of eleotrical work; ceverybody in the camp was hard

pressed with € 1t of work, werc not they? A Yes, I think so
becausc there wa a lot of work to do,

The camp was in an a ly drcadful condition, wag not it? A, I hed
already been workingQo ILl’l stroct and I cannot say that condit’ ons
were very bad therc,

There was only a wire fC.’lOp the main strect and the camps on cither
side, was not thore? Yc we had only to do with cleoctrical
things; wo had nothing to do wi rbcd wirc because that was not
clectrically loaded,

There were 13,000 bodics lying about ’c p, were not there, urburicd;
did net you noticec anything about ma’c? 1en I arrived in March we
worked on the electrical lnstallation of t strect amd after that
until the British ftroons camd we did work nt part of the camp amd

there were no bodles,

Did you never hear any gous;p about 1Lt in the S.8. Q@ers‘? Ae I hove
not been living in the S.8. duarters; four of us wer g in tho first
hut in the front part of the comp,

So that it must have come as an avful shock to you whan t?o i, showed
you the statc of the camp, did i1t? L, T heve scen the c2 the first

time when we had to oarry bodics,

And you had been there from Jamary onwards, or Fobruery onwards, and had
nover rcaliged that peonle werc dylng all round you in thls way? As That
was nOJG TW Ju.b We hD.d. et b 3 s

That was not what I asked you; I askod you vhothor you hadrover notioced 1it?
-.Y"C;u’ I ICHCW th&t

When an 5,8, man was working about the camp if he saw anything that he thought
was wrong he interterced, did not he? &, Tor ny part, yes, I did; I do
not know vhat others did,

I suggost to you that when you saw this womon Starowska with 2 bed you
thought she was taking it without permission and so that is when you
intarfered although it had nothing particular to do with you? 4, I had
nothing to do with that and at thot time I was not allowed to entor the
camp, and there were two S.8, men on guard,

What time arc you talking of? As The same period you are talling about
concerncd with that bed, .
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Waat period was that? A, I camc for the first time in the camp in the
widdle of larch; in the affidevit Jamary is menticnod and I was nct there
hen, \

O

Q That is why I was asking you what neriod you arc talking sbout becausc the
affidovit says Jamary and I wantcd to know what peri.d you were talking
about when you sald you could not go in bocausc there werc two 8.8, guards
on the gate? A, Yosy I was tolking about the middle of March.becausc we
had to find the people for our komwindo first anl then we had to find a
workshop so we started our werk in the beginning of liarch,

not worry about March at all; lut us talk about the time when you first
L in Belsen which you put as the beginning of February. A. On the
XY e '

O

Do y to say you never went to look around the camp you had come to?

A Wo had for that becausc on the 6th we gtarted seleoting our

eleotricidfs; wcghad to preparc our workshop and then we had to sclect
had quite 2 lot of work to do,

morce pecpleeso

Q 4ind never once ook round the camp to sce what sort of an clectrical
ingfallation you keon over? he  No; in that eamp therc wore two
cleotricians who did¢fth pair worl,

Q@ I suggest to you you &2
8. 8¢ manner you prompt
with 1t aftcrwands? L,
anything to do with any prisdnc

girl with a bed and in the ncrmal and typical
r first and asked her what she was doing

nly say I nover beat anybody; I had never
an ty own 17 who were on the Jjob,

Q@ You do remember being in Block 2

&Qt you? Ay “Yese

Q Wos that block divided into two partMudfigith its own block altestor?
(The gives an answer in German) Do o d if you answer iy question and
that is, first of all, was the block divNG o two parts? s I do not
kNoWa '

CAPT. FIELDEN: Cen wec have the answer which the Q@d gavae?

COL. BACKHOUSE: Ag it had nothing %o do with the qm’s‘c@I wantol hin %o
answor 1y question first, (To the witncss): Was th divided into
two parts? As I do not know,

Q@ Were there two block altesters? i I only saw ONCe ; O

THE FRESIDENT: What was that other answer?

THE INTERPRETER: "I have only becn in one room, the first to thc left of the
entrance, I asked the pecnle there vhet was wrong and thoy told me a larp
was not burning in the sccond roum therc, I gave them a new larp. I had
been talking to the block altoster, ildona; I kmew hor from Auschwitz,

COL., BACIFHOUSE: What was hor natilonality? La A Polish womale

Q When you were in that block did you sce any bed there? Le Not in that
TOOT,

’a

@ Did you lock in the other room? e  Ycs, we have becn in the other

roomg and therc werce three tler bunks.
: ]

¢. Did you scc a bed in either of the rooms? ie  NOe
Q What I am suggesting to you is_that whilst you were doing this repair work

you saew 2 bed in there anl you beat the woman who had the bed? h. That is
not truc.
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Q Whilst you were wandoring round this camp doing your clectrical repairs
did you sce quite a lot of beating going on? A, Now and then, yos.

O

by 8. S.
Q - Did the S.S8. make any a'b‘torrpf to stop the kapos? A, I.cannot tell,
Q Did you? he Noo

Cl '"TELDEN: No ro—=cxamination,

This kormando that ymu formoel, this koumando of clectricians,
of pecoplc were they? What nationality? Le Ono Russian, four
¢ othors werc Jows, '

Q@ Whon were you j self arrcstcd? A. On the 17th April at about 1300

hours.
Q@ Had you scen any our original kommando in the camp af'ter the British
camec? /e Yoo, Na; add something?

Q Yos, fie  When we o k from carrying the corpscs we werc allowed to
[ 1

rest ncar the barbod these people of 1y clectrical kormando were

locking at us.
Q@ Did you talk to then then? 0

THE PRESIDENT: Have you any questic

we were not allowed to,

CAPT, FIEIDEN; Nog ' Q .
‘ (A% 1716 hours thc Court journcd

until 0930 hours Tucsday ctober,
1945, )
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Was that by both the S.8, and the kapos? se It was morc by kapos than





